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BRIGHT LEGACY 

One half the income from this Legacy, which was re- 
ceived in 1880 under the will of 

JONATHAN BROWN BRIGHT 

of Waltham, Mawachasettt, is to be expended for books 
for the College Library. The other half of the income 
is devoted to scholarships in Harvard University for the 
benefit of descendants of 

HENRY BRIGHT, JR., 
who died at Watertown, Massachusetts, in 1686. In the 
absence of such descendants, other persons are eligible 
to the scholarships. The will requires that this announce- 
ment shall be made in every book added to the Library 
under its provisions. 
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rilllK following pages were written originally 
J- for a '* History of Middlesex Count}^" 
published in Philadelphia four years ago ; and a 
,-, few copies were then separately struck off. They 
were intended merely as a sketch of the town, 
and not as a full or formal histor}'. In justice to 
the writer this statement seems to be necessar}', 
as the annals of Groton, so rich in material, and 
covering so long a period of time, are here 
treated in a very scanty way. Through some 
misunderstanding the work was not divided 
into Chaptin's, as had been the intention of the 
author, who had no opportunity to see the revised 
proofs. 

With the exception of the notice of Major 
Palmer, the brief biographies at the end of the 
book were not written b}' the author of this His- 
torical Sketch. liUthcr Blood, a notice of whom 
there api>ears, died on September 22, 1893. 

S. A, Gr. 

Boston, Manli IC, 181)4. 
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AN HISTORICAL SKETCH 

OF THE 

TOWN OF GROTOK' 



The town of Groton lies in the northwestern part 
of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, and is bounded 
on the north by Pepperell and Dunstable ; on the east 
by Tyngsborough and Westford; on the south by Lit- 
tleton and Ayer; and on the west by Shirley and 
Townsend. The First Parish meeting-house — or " the 
tall-spired church''— is situated in latitude 42*' SB^ 
21.4^^ north, longitude 71*» 84^ 4^^ west of Greenwich, 
according to the latest observations of the United 
States Coast Survey. It is distant nearly thirty-one 
miles in a straight line from the State House at Bos- 
ton, but by the traveled road it is about thirty-four 
miles. The village of Groton is situated principally 
on one long street, known as Main Street, a section 
of the Great Boad, which was formerly one of the 
principal thoroughfares between Eastern Massachu- 
setts and parts of New Hampshire and Vermont 
The Worcester, Nashua and Rochester Railroad passes 
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2 OROTON. 

through it, and trftvenes the township at nearly its 
greatest length, running six miles or more within its 
limits. It is reached from Boston hy trains on the 
Fitchbuig Bailroad, connecting with the Worcester, 
Nashua and Kochester road at Ayer, three miles dis- 
tant from the village. 

The original grant of the township was made in the 
spring of 16G5, and gave to the proprietors a tract of 
land eight miles square; though subsequently this 
was changed by the General Court, so that its shape 
varied somewhat from the first plan. It comprised all 
of what is now Qroton and Ayer, nearly all of Pepperell 
and Shirley, large parts of Dunstable and Littleton, 
and smaller parts of Harvard and Westford, in Mas- 
sachusetts, and small portions of Hollis and Nashua, 
in New Hampshire. The present shape of the town 
is very irregular, and all the original boundary lines 
have been changed except where they touch Town- 
send and Tyngsborough. 

The earliest reference to the town on any map is 
found in theBeverend William Hubbard's "Narra- 
tive of the Troubles with the Indians in New-Eng- 
land," a work published at Boston in the early spring 
of 1677, and in London during the ensuing summer 
under a different title. The map was the first one cut 
in New England, and of course done in a crude man- 
ner. . It was engraved probably by John Foster, the 
earliest Boston printer. The towns assaulted by the 
Indians in Philip's War are indicated on the map by 
figures; and at that period these places were attract- 
ing some attention both here and in the mother 
country. 
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There were two petitions for the plantation of 
Groton, of which one was headed by Mr. Deane 
Winthrop, and the other by Lieutenant William 
Martin. The first one is not known to be in exist- 
ence, but a contemporaneous copy of the second is in 
the possession of the New England Historic Genea- 
logical Society. The signatures vary in the style of 
handwriting, but they do not appear to be autographs, 
and may have been written by the same person. The 
answer to the petition is given on the third page of 
the paper, and signed by Edward Bawson, secretary 
of the Colony, which fact renders it probable that this 
is the petition actually presented to the General Court 
as the original one, after it had been copied by a 
skillful penman. It was found many years ago among 
the papers of Captain Samuel Shepley, by the late 
Charles Woolley, then of Groton, but who subse- 
quently lived at Waltham; and by him given to the 
New England Historic Genealogical Society. The 
petition is written on the first page of a folio sheet, 
and the answer by the General Court appears on the 
third page of the paper. Near the top of the sheet 
are the marks of stitches, indicating that another 
paper at one time had been fastened to it Perhaps 
the petition headed by Deane Winthrop was attached 
when the secretary wrote the action of the General 
Court, beginning, "In Ans' to both theise peticons." 
The grant of the plantation was made by the Court 
of Assistants on May 25, 1655 — as appears by this 
document — ^though subject to the consent of the 
House of Deputies, which was given, in all proba- 
bility, on the same day. In the absence of other evi- 
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dencei this may be considered the date of the incor- 
poration! which is not found mentioned elsewhere, 
a. In the early history of the Colony the proceedings 
of tha General Oourt, as a rule, were not dated day 
by day— though there are many exceptions — ^but the 
beginning of the session is always given, and occa- 
sionally the days of the month are recorded. These 
dates in the printed edition of the records are fre- 
quently carried along without authority, sometimes 
covering a period of several days or even a week; 
and for this reason it is often impossible to learn the 
exact date of any particular legislation, when there 
are no contemporaneous papers bearing on the subject. 
. The petition and endorsement are as follows : 

'* To th* honored Qenerall Gourte aasembled at Button the humble po- 
tion of ▼■ whoM Dunee ar here Toder written humbly ahoeth 

'*Tbat where m youre petionen by a prouidenoe of god haue tMone 
brought on«r in to thie wildemei and llued longe here in : and being 
eomthing itraigbtiied for that where by ■ubaiatanoe in an ordinarie 
waie of gode prouidenoe ie to 1m had, and Oonelddering the a lowanoe 
that god giaei to the attnea of men for euoh an ende : youre petionen 
requeet there fore ie that you would be pleaaed to grant va a place for a 
plantation Tpon the Bluer that runea from Naahaway in tomerlmake at 
f place or a boute a place Oaled petaupaukett and waubanaconcett and 
youre petionen ahall pray for youre happy proaedinga 

** Wuu«M Mabtim 
BiCHABD Blood 
John Wm 
WiLU*M Lakiv 

RiOHABD HaUXN 

Timothy Ooopbr 
John Lakim 
John Blood 

IUTHU FABBIHQfON 

BoBBBT Blood 
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*'Iii Anr to twtb thelee petlcona The Oonrt Jndgetb it meet* to 
graunt the pettcone*! elf ht milee eqnare In the place desired to make a 
Oomfortable planta9on well hoiicoforth ehall be Oallod Groaten formerly 
knowne by the name of Petapawage : that M* Damfortb of Cambridge 
wth each ai he shall Asosstate to him shall and hereby to desired to lay 
it out wUh all ConveiOent speede that so no Incouragement may be 
wanting to the Petlcone's for a speedy procuring of a godly minister 
amongst tbem. ProTlded that none shall ei^Joy any part or porgon of 
that land by gnlft fkom the selectmen of that place bat each who shall 
build bowses on thelre lotts so given them once w*hln elghteene months 
fh>m the ^me of the sayd Towncs Isying out or Townes graunt to such 
persons ; and for the pnwnt Bl' Doane Winthrop M' Jn« Tinker M'Tho : 
lllnckly Dolor Davis. ^'". Martin Mathew ffiirington John Witt and 
Timothy Couper are Appointed the selectmen for the sayd Towne of 
Groaten for one two yeares from the tJme It Is layd out, to lay out 
and dispose cf particular lotts not exceeding twenty acres to each howse 
lott, And to Order the pnidentlall affain of the place at the end of which 
Ijme other selectmen shall tie chosen and Appointed In theireroomes: 
the selectmen of Groaton giving M' Danforth such sattisfactlon for his 
service A palnes as they ft he shall Agree ; 

** The maglst^ baoe passed this w4i reference to the Consent of thelre 

bretberen the depn<s hereto 

*' Edward Rawsoit, Beoretm . 
**26ofMayl6C5. 

*' The Deputies Consent hereto 

'* William Tobrbt Olerie.** 

The entry made by Secretary Rawson in the Gen- 
eral Court llecordB, at the time of the grant, is sub- 
stantially the same as his indorsement on Martin's 
petition, though it distinguishes between some of the 
names signed to each petition. It is evident that the 
one headed by Deane Winthrop was also signed by 
John Tinker and Thomas Hinckley ; and probably 
by Dolor Davis, Richard Smith and Amos Richard- 
son, as is inferred from a petition dated May 16, 
1656, and given later in this account of the town. 
The Roman letters and Arabic figures within paren- 
theses refer to the volume and page of the General 
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Court Becorda at the State-House. The entry is as 
follows : 

**In Amf to tb« petloon of M' Deano Wlnthrop M' Jn* Ttnckor Mr 
Tbo: Hineklj Ao St of Llea Wm Hartin TluoUijr Oooper Ac The Court 
Jndgoth it moete to Gnunt etc.*' (lY. 204). 

Charles Hastings Gerrish, of Grotoo, has a contem- 
poraneous copy of this record made hy Secretary 
Bawsoni which was perhaps sent originally to the 
selectmen of the town. It was found among the pa- 
pers of the late Hon. John Boynton, at one time town 
clerk. 

The record of the House of Deputies is also prac- 
tically the same, though there are a few verbal vari- 
ations. It begins : 

**Thore iMinge a pet p>ferd by H' Dean Winthrop M' Tbo: Hinck- 
ley A diTen otben for a plantation vpon tbe riaer that Rune from Naab- 
away into HerinuMke called petapawage A an other from eome of the 
Inhabitants of Ooncord for a plantation in the lame place to both which 
tbe Court returned tble anewer that the Court Thinkee meet to graunt 
etc." (III. 462). 

The following letter from the Hon. J. Hammond 
Trumbull, whose authority in such matters is unques- 
tioned, gives the meaning and derivation of the In- 
dian name of the town : 

** HABvroRD, Deo. 22, 1877. 

**MtdxarDs.Obbi«,— MfmipaiiM and Pefctpaiva^e are two forme 
of tbe Mune name, tbe former haTing the locative poetpoiitlon (•«(), 
meaning *.at * or * on * a place ; and both are corruptioni of one at the 
other of two Indian names found at several localities in New England. 
From vMeh of the two your Groton name came I cannot decide without 
some knowledge of the phMse itself. I leave you the choice, oonildent 
that one er the other Is tbe true name. 

" * FiH>tMppog; used by lUot for * bay,* in Joshua zv. 2, 0, llterUly 
means 'spreading* or *bulgkig water,* and was employed todeeignate 
either a local widening of a river making still water, or an inlet trow a 
river expanding into something like a pond or lake. Hence the name 
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of a pAii of (old) Saybrook, now Bnox, Oonn., which wm Tftriomljr wrlft> 
ton PemU^pangt PiHMapogtt Polabamg^t and, later, PMpamgf Ao.| to dee- 
Ignatod from a ■preadlng core or In tot from Connaeticat Birar. PotUh 
ymg Pond, In Dana, tf aai., with an outlet to, or rather an Inlet from 
Ohlcopee Rlrer, !• probably a form of the lame name. 80 !• * Port To- 
baooo,* Charlee County, Md. (thu ^Potflfooo* of John 8mith*e map), on 
the Potomac. 

**Bnt there la another Algonkln name from which Fdam^^tmie and 
•ome similar formi may have oome, which denote! a twamp, bog, or 
quagmire,— literally, a place Mo wUeft thifooi •Ufa; repreeented by tha 
Ohlppeway|Mlo6il9, a bog or aofl manh, and the Abnakijwtyay. Thera 
is a ^tuMptMg (otherwise PnH^aptrng^ VorUpaMg^ JWopo^iM, ate.) in tha 
town of Sprague, Oonn., on or near the Shetucket Rirer, which seemi 
to hare this deriTation. 

"If there was in (ancient) Oroton a pond or spreading cotc, oonnected 

with the Nashua, Bqnannacook, Nlasltiaset, or other stream, or a pond- 

like enlargement or ' bulge ' of a stream, this may, without much doubt, 

be accepted as the origin of the name. If there is none such, the name 

]»t>bably came from some ' watery swamp,* like those into which (as the 

'Wonder-working Providence* relates) the first explorers of Ooncord 

*sunke, intoan nncertaine bottome In wator, and waded up to their 

knees.* 

" Tours truly, 

** J. Hahmonu Trumbxtll.** 

The last suggestion, that the name came from an 
Algonkin word signifying " swamp *^ or ** bog/' ap- 
pears to be the correct one. There are many bog 
meadows, of greater or less extent, in different parts 
of the town. Two of the largest — one situated on 
the easterly side of the Tillage, and known as Half- 
Moon Meadow, and the other on the westerly side, 
anf known as Broad Meadow, each containing per- 
haps a hundred acres of land — are now In a state of 
successful cultivation. Before they were drained and 
improved they would have been best described as 
Bwamps or bogs. 

It is to be regretted that so many of the Indian 
words, which have a local significance and smack of 
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the regioDy should have been crowded out of the list 
of geographical uames in Massachusetts. However 
much such words may have been twisted and distort- 
ed by English pronunciation and misapplication! 
they ftimish now one of the few links that connect 
the present period with prehistoric times in America. 
" Nashaway/' mentioned in the petition, is the old 
name of Liuicaster! though spelled in different ways. 
Mr. Trumbull has given some interesting facts in re- 
gard to this Indian word, which I copy from a paper 
by him in the second volume of the ** Collections of 
the Connecticut Historical Society : " 

<*NA8HAVi (Obip[pew»], uimawaU and otftawiioi), 'mid-way,* or 
' ' between,* and wiUi okkt or auk added, the * land between * or * the 
half-waj place,*— was the name of MTeral localities. The tract on 
which Lancaster, in Worcester county (Hass.) was settled, was 'be- 
tween * the branches of the riTer, and so It was called * Na^uwfig * 
or * Natkawaif * (ntukani-ohke) ; and this name was afterwards trans- 
ferred firom the territory to the riTer itself. There was another Nadia* 
wag in Conneoticut, between Qninebaug and Five-Mile Bivers in 
Windham county, and here, too, the mutilated name of the na$hau»-ohk$ 
was 'transferred! as A$kawog or Auawog, to the FiTe-Mile Biver. Jfoi- 
ohmtg^ in the same county, the name of the eastern branch of Shetuck- 
et rlTer, belonged originally to the tract * between * the eastern and 
western branches; and the Shetucket itself borrows a name (noaJkoiM* 
hA-^ii) from its place 'between* Yantlc and Quinebaug riTers 
(page88).»» 

The town is indebted for its name to Deane Win- 
throp, a son of (Governor John Winthrop and on#of 
the petitioners for the grant. He was born at Gro- 
ton, in the county of Buffollri England, on March 16, 
1622-28 ; and the love of his native place prompted 
him to perpetuate its name in New England. He 
stands at the head of the first list of selectmen ap- 
pointed by the General Court, and for a short time 
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was probably a resident of tbe town. At the age of 
exactly eighty-oDe years he died, on March 16, 1703-04, 
at Pullen Point, now within the limits of Winthrop, 
Massachusetts. 

•The following letter, written by a distinguished 
representative of the family, will be read with in- 
terest: 

** Boston, 27 February, 1878. 

<* Mt dbak Dr. Grbbn,— It would give me real plenture to aid you In 
eelablishlng the relatione of Deann Winthrop to tbe town of Gro- 
ton In Maenehuiette. Bat there are only three or four letteraof 
Deane'e among the family papen in my poweeeion, and not one of 
them is dated Groton. Nor can I find In any of the family papert a 
distinct reference to hia residence there. 

"There are, howerer, two brief notes of his, both dated *the 16 of 
December, 1668,* which I cannot help thinking may hare been writ- 
ten at Groton. One of them Is addressed to his brother John, the Got- 
emor of Connecticut, who was then In London, on business connected 
with the Oharter of Connecticut In this note. Deans says as fol- 
lows: 

** * I hare some thoughts of rsmovlng from the place that I now lire 
In, Into your Colony, if I could lit of a conTenient place. The place 
that I now lire in Is too little for nte, my children now growing up.* 

** We know that Deane Winthrop was at the head of the first Board of 
8eloctn|Dn at Groton a few years earlier, and that he went to reside of 
Pullen Point, now called Winthrop, not many years after. 

*<I am strongly Inclined to think with you that this note of December, 

1662, wss written at Groton* 

** Tours very truly, 

*' ROBUT 0. WlNTHlOP. 

** Samubl a. Grbbn, 1I.D.** 

A few years before the incorporation of the town, 
Emanuel Downing, of Salem, who married Lucy, a 
sister of Gk>vernor John Winthrop, had a very large 
farm which he called Groton. It was situated in 
what was afterward South Dan vers, but now Peabody, 
on the old road leading from Lynn to Ipswich, and 
thus named) says Upham, in his '' Salem Witchcraft,'' 
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" in dear remembrance of his wife's ancestral home in 
'the old country'" (L 48). Downing subsequently 
sold it to his nephews, John Winthrop, Jr., and Adam 
Winthrop, on July 28, 1644, when he speaks of it as 
*' his farme of Groton." The sale is duly recorded in 
the Suffolk Registry of Deeds (I. 57). 

Groton in Oonnecticut — ^younger than this town by 
just half a century, and during the Bevolution the 
scene of the heroic Ledyard's death — ^was named in 
the year 1705, during the Gtoyernorahip of Fits-John 
Winthrop, out of respect to the Suffolk home of the 
family. 

. New Hampshire has a Groton, in Grafton County, 
which was called Gockermouth when first settled in 
the year 1766. Subsequently, however, the name was 
changed by an act of the Lc^lature, in accordance 
with the unanimous wish of the inhabitants who ap- 
proved it» on December 7, 1796. Some of its early 
settlers were from Hollis, New Hampshire, and othen^ 
from this town. 

Vermont, also, has a Groton, in Caledonia CdUnty, 
which received its charter on October 20, 1789, though 
it was settled a short time before. A history of the 
town, written by General Albert Harleigh Hill, ap- 
peared in Miss Abby Maria Hemen way's '* Vermont 
Historical Gazeteer" (IV. 1145-1168). Taken bodily 
from this work, a pamphlet edition was also pub- 
lished, with some slight variations, but with the same 
paging. The author says : 

. ** It nc«lT«d the nam* of Oroton throagh the tnflttence of Its earliMt 
lottlen, who wen born in Oroton, Mam. Theto ftorling old patrlote 
who, mid all the itlrring actlrity of tboM dayi, forgot not the old 
birtbtown, bat ballowod Iti mtmory by glrlng ili namo to their new 
wttiement and town In the wlldornew" (page 1146). 
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New York, too, has a town called Grotoo, situated 
Id Tompkins County ; and Professor Marvin Morse 
Baldwin, in an historical sketch of the place, pub- 
lished in the year 1858, gives the reason for so nam- 
ing it. He says: 

** At first, the part of Locke thus set off wm called DlTiaioii ; but the 
next year [1818] it was changed to Groton, on the petition of the In- 
habitants of the town, some of whom had moved flrom Oroton, Mass., 
and some ftx>m Groton, Ot, though a few desired the name of York ** 
(PHf* 8). 

There is also a Qroton in Erie County, Ohio. It Is sit- 
uated in that part of the State known as the fire lands, 
and so called after the Connecticut town. The name 
was originally Wheatsborough, and its first settlement 
was made in the year 1809. 

The latest place aspiring to the honor of the name 
is in Brown County, South Dakota, which was laid 
out six or eight years ago on land owned by the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway Company. I 
ain informed that various New England names were 
selected by the company and given to different town- 
ships, not for personal or individual reasons, but be- 
cause they were short and well sounding, and unlike 
any others in that State. 

In the middle of the last century — according to the 
New England Historical and Qenealogickl Register 
(XXIV. 66 note, and 60) for January, 1870— there 
was a place in Boxbury sometimes called Groton. 
It was a corruption of Greaton, the name of the man 
who kept the " Grey Hound " tavern in that neigh- 
borhood. 

Groton, in England, is an ancient place ; it is the 
same as the Grotena of Domesday Book, in which 
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there is a record of the population and wealth of the 
town, in some detail, at the time of William the Oon-^ 
qaetor, and alio before him, under the Anglo-Saxon 
King, Edward the Confessor. A literal translation of 
this census-return of the year 1086 is as follows : 

** In tb* timt of King Edward [the Abbot of] Saint Edmund bold Oro* 
ton for a manor, tbere baing one eamcate and* a balf of land. Alwaye 
[there have been] eight Tlllelus and fire bordaril [a rather higher lort 
of eerfli ; cotten]. Always [there baa been] one plouugh in demesne. Al- 
wajB two plonghe belonging to homagen [tenants], and one acre of mead- 
ow. Woodland for ten hogs. A mill servloeable In winter. Always 
one work-hone, six cattle, and sixteen hogs, and thirty slieep. Two ftve 
men of half a oarucate of land, and they could give away and sell their 
land. Six bordaril. Always one p1ongh,and one acre of meadow [belong- 
ing to these bordaril]. It was then [i «., under King Edward] woith 
thirty shillings, and now valued at forty. It is seven furlongs in length 
and four in breadth. In the same, twelve tn% men, and they have one 
caruoate ; it is worth twenty shillings. These men could give away and 
sell their land in the time of the relgi\ of King Edward. [The Abbot 
of] Saint Edmund has the soc, protection and servitude. Its gelt is 
seven pence, but others hold there." 

This extract is taken from the fac-simile repro- 
duction of the part of Domesday Book relating to 
Suffolk (page CLViii), which was published at the 
Ordnance Surrey Office, Southampton, in the year 
1868. The text is in Latin, and the words are much 
abbreviated. The writing is peculiar and hard to de- 
cipher. The same entry is found, in printed char- 
acters, in the second yolume of Domesday Book 
(page 859. b.)) published in the year 1783. 

Some idea of the condensed character of the record 
may be gathered from the following copy of the 
beginning of the description of Qroton, in which the 
matter within the brackets is what the Norman 
scrivener omitted : ** Qrotena. [m] t.[empore] r.[egis] 
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e.[d7ar(li] ten[uit] S.[aiictu8] e.[dniunduA] p[ro] 
mafl.[erio] " etc. A carucate was " a plough land/' 
or a farm that could be kept under tillage with one 
plough. It is variously estimated at from twelve 
acres to a hundred* 

It is curious to note the diflferent ways which the 
early settlers had of spelling the name; and the same 
persons took little or no care to write it uniformly. 
Among the documents and papers that I have ex- 
amined in collecting material for a history of the 
town, I find it spelled in twenty-one different ways, 
viz : Oroton, Grotton, Qroten, Orotten, Grotin, Groa- 
ten, Groatne, Groaton, Groatton, Grooton, Grorton, 
Grouten, Grouton, Groughton, Grow ton, Growtin, 
Groyton, Grauton, Grawten, Grawton and Oroaton. 
From the old spelling of the word, it may be inferred 
that the pronunciation varied; but at the present 
time natives of the town and those '' to the manner 
born '' pronounce it Ordw-ton. This method appears 
to hold good in England, as the Reverend John W. 
Wayman, rector of the parent town, writes me, under 
date of August 13. 1879, *'That the local pro- 
nunciation fi decidedly Gr&w-ton. The name of the 
parish is described in old records as Grotton, or 
Growton." I learn from trustworthy correspondents 
in all the American towns of the name, that the 
common pronunciation of the word in each one of 
them is Ordw-ton. With the exception of the town 
in South Dakota, I have visited all these places, in- 
cluding the one in England, and my observation con- 
firms the statement. 

The following paragraph is taken from the OrO' 
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tan Mercury, of Judo, 1861, a monthly newspaper 
edited by the late George Henry Brown/poetmaater 
at that time : 

*'iW« IwT* noticed MDongtt the bmm of lotten noelTed at onr Poet 
bfflot, the word Grutom •polled In the following dlCforent wftjre : Grot- 
ton, Grawton, Graton, Grotown, Groutowu, Qrowtown, Orowten, Grow* 
ten, Growton, Graten, Grattan, Grewton, Grothan, Graten, Groten, 
Gronton.'* 

The daily life of the founders of Massachusetts 
would be to us now AiU of interest, but unfortunately 
little Is known in regard to it The early settlers were 
pious folk, and believed in the literal interpretation 
of the Scriptures. They worked hard during six days 
of the week, and kept Sunday with rigid exactness. 
The clearing of forests and the breaking up of land 
left little leisure for the use of pen and paper ; and 
letter-writing, as we understand it, was not generally 
practiced. They lived at a time when printing was 
not common and post-offices were unknown. Their 
lives were one ceaseless struggle for existence ; and 
there was no time or opportunity to cultivate those 
graces now considered so essential. Beligion was 
with them a living, ever-present power ; and in that 
channel went out all those energies wmch with us 
find outlet in many different directions. These con- 
siderations should modify the opinions commonly held 
in regard to the Puritan fathers. 

The sources of information relating to the early 
history of Groton are few and scanty. It is only here 
and there in contemporaneous papers that we find 
any allusions to the plantation ; and from these we 
obtain but glimpses of the new settlement. The 
earliest document connected with the town after its 
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incorporation is a petition now among the Bhattuclr 
Manuscripts, in the possession of the New England 
Historic Genealogical Society, which contains some 
interesting facts not elsewhere given. All the signa- 
tures are in the same handwriting as the hody of the 
document ; hut those of the committee signing the re- 
port on the hack of the petition are autographs. The 
report itself is in the hand of Joseph Hills. The doc- 
ument is as follows : 

•'B<wt*: 16: 8mo: 1C66 

"To the Rifbt Wo^i tbe Oou'nor the wo/n Deput Oomo' and Magi*- 
tratM with the Worthy Deputies of thlt Ilono^ Coart 

** The humble Peticon of Oertein the Intended Inliabltants of Groten, 

* Humbly Sheweth 

** That yo^ Peticon" hauing obtelned theire Requeet of a Plantaoon 
from tliie honored Court, they haue made Entrano therrppon, and do 
Reeolue by the Oracloui Aeeistante of the Lord to proceed in the mme 
(though the greatest Number of Peticon'* for the Grant haue declyned 
the work) yet becauie of the Ilemotenew of the place, A Considering 
how heaTy and slowe It is like to be Garried an end and with what 
Oharge and dlfflcnltie It will be Attended yc Peticun» humble Bequests 
are 

** 1 That they be not nominated or included in the Country taxes 
▼ntil the full end of three years from these p,rnts : (In which time they 
Account theire expenc will be fgtetkt to tbe building a house, procureing 
and maintaining of a minester Ac, with all other nessessary Town 
Charges t they being but few at present left to Garry on the whole 
worke) and at the end of the term, shall be redy by gods help to yeald 
their Bates according to thei' Number A ablUitie A what shall be im- 
posed, Tppon them 

"2 That they may haue llbertie to make Ghoyce of an other then M' 
Daoford for the Laying out their town bounds because of his desim to 
be excused by reason of his vrgent ocatlons otherwise^ A that they be 
not strictly tyed to a square forme in their Line Laying out 

**Bo shall yc Petioon." be inooridgedjn this great work, and shall as, 
duty bindes pray for yo* happiness and thankfully Host 

yo* humble Senrants 

*'I>BAN WiNTHROPP Jm«. TiHKSR 

DoLOB Davis Biorard Smith Jm*. Lakiv 

WiLU Martin Bobirt Blood AiiotB Biobbmsoh 
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**In Am. to tbU Petfoon wee Oonceiue it needfull tbat the Town of 
Oroton Im Creed iyom lUtee for three yeari from the time of their Grant 
as ie deeired. 

*'2* That they may Imploy any other known Artist in tlie room of 
Mr Danfort ae need shall be. 

"8< That the forme of the Towne may A little Tarle from A due 
Square Aooording to the discreoon of the Ck>uUtte. 

**21. 8<m*. (66) "DANnLGooKiN 

JOSKPII lllLU 

John Wibwall 
** The Deputyes approue of tlie retume of the Comittee in answer 
to this petitio A desire the Ck>nsent of o* hone'* magists. hereto 

*' WiLUAM ToRBKir ClerH 
** Ck>nsented to by the magists 

** Kdward Rawsom Secret 
*< [Indorsed for filing :]' Grotens Peticon | Entrd & x« secured p* 8 | 
1666" 

The next document, in point of time, connected 
with the history of Giroton is a petition to the Gen- 
eral Court from John Tinker, one of the original se- 
lectmen of the town. It is dated October, 1659, and 
preserved among the Massachusetts Archives (OXII. 
120) at the Btate-House. In this petition Tinker 
makes some indirect charges against his townsmen, 
of which the real nature can <now be learned only by 
inference. It would seem that they had taken land 
in an unauthorized manner, and their proceedings in 
other respects had obstructed the planting of the 
town ; and that he felt aggrieved in consequence of 
such action. Evidently the new plantation did not 
prosper during the first few years of its settlement. 
The petition reads thus : 

** Boston To the Hono>< Gen*u Oonrt Assembled at Boston 

8 m* The humble Petition of Jn* Tinker 

1669 Humbly Sheweth that 

** With Tnfained Beepect to the good and welCsre of Ohurch and Oom* 
monwealth yo* Petitioner hath endeauored to answer the expectation 
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and dMires of this hono^ Ck>art and the whole Gotmtrey In erecting setr 
ling and Oarying an End tlie Afalres of Groaton, Granted and intended 
by til is hono>' Court for a plantation, which notwithitanding (all in 
Taine) it Oontlnneth vnpoopled and too Like to remaine TnleM by this 
bono'' Gonrt aome wiie and Jadttione Gomitte be impowered to order 
and dispoee of all things there about, after which no donbt it will goeon 
and proqier, which is the humble deeire and Kequeat of yo.' Petitioner 
that ioe it may be, and that yc Petitioner be admitted and appoynted 
fklthfully to declare vnto and informe the said Gomitte, 1 what hath 
allredy bin done, 2 what are the Grounds and Roamni wherefore it Re« 
Biaineth at the stay It dooth. being no much deelred by lo many and inch 
Gonaldenible iwraoni aa it ii, and 3 what hee Conceuith needfull to the 
further Confirming what is done according to RIgbt to every person A 
Cause, and the setleing such due order as may incoridg the Garying on 
of all things to a prosperous effect, Tuto which yo* Petitioner shall redyly 
adriBSs himselfe, as willing to submitt to the good pleasure of this honi^ 
Court St such Authorited by them for such due satisfitcon for all his 
Care time cost A paines in and about the said plantation as shall be 
thought meete and humbly begging the good fauo' of god to Best vppon 
yon shall ever Remaina to the hono^ Court and Oountry 

** Yc humble Serr^ Jn*. Tinker 

** The comittee haroing prsed this peticoon, do Judge y* it wilbe very 
convenient that a Comittee of 3 : or more meet persons be nominated 
A impowred to Ezaiylne the pticulari therein mencconed. and make 
returne of w* they find to the Gonrt of .Eleccen. 

"Thomas Danfortr 
Antiiont Stoddabd 
BoosB Clap 

" 81. (8) 60. The Depu* approue of the ret. of y* Comltee in answ : 

hereto A haue Nominated M' Danforth M' Ephraim Child Cap*. Edw : 

Johnson to be their Committee desirelng c Hono^ maglsts [consent] 

hereto 

*' William Torret C7sHo. 

'* Consented to by y* maglsts Edw Rawbon £E9crefy " 

It appears from the writing on it that Tinker's peti- 
tion was referred to a special committee, who recom- 
mended that the whole matter be considered by 
another committee with larger powers, who should 
report to the Court of Election. In accordance with 

2 
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• 

this recommendation, Mr. Thomas Danforth, Captain 
Edward Johnson and Ephraim Child were appointed 
such a committee. I have here given their names . 
in the order in which they are mentioned in the 
General Court Kecords (IV. 824), and not as they 
appear in the approval of the committee's .return on 
the petition. The original report, made eighteen 
months afterwards and duly signed by them, is 
now among the Shattuck Manuscripts of the New 
England Historic Genealogical Society. It is dated 
May 28, 1661 C 28 (8) 1661 "), and bears the official 
action of the Hou^e of Deputies and of the magis- 
trates. Edward Rawson, the secretary, made his 
entry on the paper May 29, 1661. In copying the 
document I have followed the General Court Records, 
as this version of the petition contains fewer abbre- 
viations and contractions. The record-book has been 
paged differently at three separate times; and the 
paging marked in red ink has been taken in this 
copy. The "Committees Returne ab* Groaten & 
Courts ordr " are as follows : 

*'Wae whoie names are •ubsoribed iMiDg Anointed A impowrd by 
the Generall Ck>Qrt In octobe' 1669 for the examination of the proceed- 
ings abont Groten plantation A the Intanglemeuta that haue obstmeted 
the planUng thereof hitherto— hauing taking pi^nes to travi^lleTnto the 
ssjd place A examine the Records of former proceedings in Uiat plase as 
also the O^wcity of the s* place for the enterteining of a meet nonmber 
of persons that may Garry on the aflairs of a Toune, doe App^hend (ac- 
cording to w* Information we haue had) that the place will Affoord a 
comfortable accommodation for sixty familjes at least that may subsist in a 
way of husbandry— And for such familyes as be there already planted w*^ 
are not aboue four or five acres^ wee doe not flnde theire Interest in such 

> The word ** acres ** occurs at the end of a line in the manuscript 
records, and ^>pearB to be an interpolation. The sense does not require 
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liuidt M they olAime it legall k Just nor yet coneiitant w*^ the Ooarti 
ende In their gmnnt of the Mv|d plaBtation. 

"And for the further encountgement of each m haiie now * deeire 
Ao doe preeent themselTi m willing to plant themieWee In that 
place, 

" Weo crane leaue humUy to leaoe ovr poore app^hentlonf w^ thia 
Honored Gonrt ae followeih 

" 1 That the old planters St their AssigneB whooe namee are John 
Tlncker Rich : Smith. W*" Mar^n. Rl: blood Rob* Blood Sc Jn* Lafcin 
that they retelne ft keep as theire propriety, (of ench lands ae they now 
cli^me an Interest in) each of them only twenty acres of meadow twenty 
acres for the honse lott ten acres Interrale land St tenn acres of Ather 
rplands St that the same be sett out by a Comittee so as may not Tn- 
eqnally prejudice such as are or may be their Neighbor 

" 2 That the neere lands St meadows, be so dlulded as may accomodate 
at least sixty Aunlljes St for that end That the first diulsion of lands be 
made in manner following vis* such as haue one hundred St fifty pounds 
estate be allowed equal! wt^ the old planters abone St that none exceed 
St that none haue lesse then tenn acres for theire honselott St fire acres of 
meadow two ft a halfe acres of Intervale ft two ft a half of other lands 
for planting lotts In tliolr first dUlnlon ft that nono be admitted to haue 
graitnts of lotts there but on Oondltion' following tIb* 

**1 That they Ooe tp. wti> theire famlUes wM>ln 2 years after theire 
gmnntis on penally of forfoKIng thoiro grannts agalne to the Towne ft 
so many tenn shillings as they had acres Graunted them for theire 
houselotts ft that the like Inunction be putt vpon those abone named 
as old planters. 

**2 That all towne charges both CItII ft Eccleasiastlcall be loTyed ac- 
cording to each mans Graunt in this first dlTltion of lands for seuen 
years next Ensuing Excepting only such whose stocks of Cktle shall 
exce^ one hundred ft fifty pounds estates. 

*'S That the power of Admission of Inhabitants ft Regulating the af- 
fldres of the sivld place be referred to a Comittee of meete persons Im- 
powred by this Conrt tliereto, Vntil the plantation be in some good meas- 
ure (at least) filled w<k Inhabitants ft be enabled regularly ft peaceably 
to Garry on y* same themselTes* 

'* 4 That this honoured Court be pleased to graunt them Imuni^es 
[Arom] all Comon ft Ordinary Country charges not exceeding a single 
rate or a Rate ft a half p Annu for three years next ensuing. 

^l^—— — ^i^l— ^W ■■■II I ■■■■ ■ ■ ■ ■■■— ^ I —^^^-1— I I !■■ ^MMM ■ I I ■ ■ ■■■■^■■■B ■ ■■ ■ ^^^^iP^iM^B^-^^^^^rf 

It, and the original copy In the library of the New-England Historio, 
Genealogical Society does not contain It, though the printed edition of 
the General Court Records gives it. 



20 GROTON. 

"6 ThttI io Gnuntlog of lotti children bftu* tbeire due Oonddention 

yr^ MUtM tfaeire pftren*" gtting wcuri^e to defnty y charges of Ui« 

pUoo M li befora p^miMd. 

"TiiopAHrottTir 

B»WABD JoiiNBOir 

Bhib. Guild 

« The poort Approovee of ft doe Uonflrme the returoe of the Oomittee 
^ doe hereby further orde' St Iinpowor the aforoMjd Oomittee for the 
end! aboae moutloned vntlU meete men shall be found amougat such ae 
ihall Inhabit there ft be approoved of by a Oounty Ck)urt '* 
, (General Court Beoordit lY. 371.) 

The next dooumenty in point of time, found among 
the Archives (I. 21) at the State House and relating 
to Qroton, is the following request for a brandmark, 
which was wanted probably for marking cattle 

**The Humble Bequest of Joseph Parker to the Honoured Governo* 

the Honourd magistrates ft doputyes, Humbly Bequests in behalfe of 

the towne of Grawton that the letter Gk may bee Becorded ai the brand 

mark belonging to the towne I being chosen Oounstible this year make 

bolde to present this, to the Honoured Court it being but my duty, in the 

townee behalfe thus Hopeing the Honored Court will grant my request 

I rest yo* Humble Senrant : 

** Joseph Paekkr 
*• Boston : 81*^ : may : 1666 

** In answer to this motion the Deputies approue of the letters : Gb 

to be y« brand marke of groaten 

** William Toaasr OUrio, 

** o* Hona"' magists consentinge hereto 

*' Consented by the magists 

**Edw: Ba-Wson £lsors%** 

Joseph Parker, before coming to Groton, had lived 
at Chelmsford, where his children were bprn. He 
was a brother of James, another of the early settlers 
of the town. 

During this period the town was paying some at- 
tention to the question of marks for trees as well as 
for cattle. At a general meeting held on March 5, 
1666-66, it was voted that *' there should be trees 
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marked for shade for cattell in all common by wayes: '' 
and furthermore that " the marke should be a 
great T.'' From various expressions found in the 
early town records, it would seem that the country 
in the neighborhood was not densely wooded when 
the settlement was first made. At a meeting of the 
selectmen held in the winter of 1669, an order was 
passed for the preservation of trees, but the writing 
is so torn that it is impossible to copy it. At another 
meeting held on January 18, 1678-74, it was voted 
that all trees of more than six inches in diameter at 
the butt, excepting walnut and pine, growing by the 
wayside, should be reserved for public works, and 
that the penalty for cutting them down, without 
authority, should be ten shillings a tree. 

At a general town-meeting on December 21, 1674. 
leave was granted to William Longley, Jr., to cut 
down three or four trees standing in the road near his 
farm and shading his corn, on condition that he give 
to the town the same number of trees for mending the 
highways. 

The early settlers of Groton encountered many 
trials and privations in planting the town. The men 
worked hard in felling trees and breaking ground, 
and the women toiled faithfully in their rude houses. 
They were used to hardships, and they took them 
with Christian resignation. Tbelr daily life taught 
them the true principles of philosophy. They lived 
on the rough edge of civilization, and nothing stood 
between them and an unbroken wilderness. These 
pioneers were a devout people ; and the strength of 
their religious belief is shown in no way so clearly as 
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in the fortitude with which they met their lot in life. 
The prowling Indians were their neighborsi whose 
constant. moyements required carefiil watching. There 
were families of savages scattered along the interval 
land of the Nashua valley, from Lancaster to the 
Merrimack Biver, who at times annoyed the settlers 
by killing pigs and stealing chickens. Judging from the 
number of stone implements found in the neighborhood , 
there was an Indian village just above the Bed Bridge, 
on the west side of the Nashua Biver. It probably 
consiste4 of a few families only, belonging to the 
Nashua tribci as they were called by the English. 
Like all their race, these Indians were a shiftless peo- 
ple, and often changed their abodes, going hither and 
thither as they found good hunting-grounds or fish- 
ing-places. They bartered skins and furs with the 
planters ; and so much business was carried on in this 
way, that the government sold to individuals the 
right to trade with them. As early as July, 1657, 
John Tinker, one of the original selectmen of the 
town, appointed by the General Ck>urt, paid eight 
pounds for the privilege of trafficking with them at 
Lancaster and Groton. A few of these natives knew 
a little English, which they had picked up from con- 
tact with the whites. Gookin refers to them in his 
'* History of theOhristian Indians," when he speaks of 
" some skulking Indians of the enemy, that formerly 
lived about Groton, the principal whereof was named 
Nathaniel, he and his party did this and other mis* 
chief afterward, in burning several houses at Ohelms- 
ford." ^ This Nathaniel was taken subsequently at 

1 ArchieolofU Americana, II. 471. 
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Ck)checo (now Dover), New Hampshire, and hanged in 
Boston. Some of these vagrants took an active part 
in the burning of Qroton during Philip*8 War. The 
leader of the savages at this assault was John 
Monaco or Monoco, nicknamed " One-eyed John," 
from the loss of an eye. After he had taken by strat- 
agem a garrison-house, he entered into a long conver- 
sation with Captain Parker, who was stationed in 
another house near by, and called hiin his old neigh' 
bar. From this fact I infer that " One-eyed John " 
knew Captain Parker, and had previously lived in the 
vicinity. Warfare among the aborigines did not 
require generalship so much as knowledge^of places ; 
and the head of an assaulting party was one £amiliar 
with the clearings and the lay of the land in the 
threatened territory. During the ensuing autumn 
this leader was brought to the gallows in Boston, 
where he suffered the extreme penalty of the law. '* 

The Indians soon acquired from the English the 
love of strong drink, which is sure to lead to disputes 
and quarrels. The earliest documents at the State 
House, relating to Qroton and the savages, give an 
account of a drunken brawl which ended in murder. 
The affair took place in the Merrimack Valley, and 
several men of this town were summoned to appear 
as witnesses at the investigation before the General 
Court in Boston. In the spring of 1668 Captain 
Richard Waldron built a trucking or trading-house 
at Penacock (now Concord), New Hampshire, where a 
few weeks later one Thomas Dickinson was murdered 
by an Indian while under the influence of liquor. 
The homicide created great excitement, and it has 
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been suppoeed to have delayed the permanent settle- 
ment of the place for many years. A warrant was 
' issued directing the constable of Qroton to summon 
John Page^ Thomas Tarbell, Jr., Joseph Blood and 
Robert Parish, all of thb town, before the General 
Court in order to give their testimony, which they 
did under oath. It appeared by the evidence that 
there had been a drunken row, and that Dickinson 
was killed by an Indian, who acknowledged the crime 
and expressed great sorrow for it, but pleaded drunken- 
ness in extenuation of the deed. The culprit was 
tried at once by a council of the Indians, who sen- 
tenced him to be shot, which was done the next day. 
It is interesting now to note the high temperance 
stand taken, more than two hundred years ago, by the 
Chief Tohaunto, which places him abreast of the most 
earnest opposers of the rum traffic at the present 
time. 

During a series of years before Philip's War the 
Indians had been supplied with arms and ammuni- 
tion, though this was contrary to the laws of the Colo- 
nies. The French in Canada and the Dutch in New 

» 

* York had carried on considerable traffic with the na- 
tives in these contraband articles ; and occasionally 
some avaricious settler would barter with them, giv- 

. ing powder and shot in exchange. The possession of 
firearms made the Indians bold and insolent, and the 
tendency of events was toward open hostilities. 
This tendency was strengthened by a feeling of suspi- 
cion on the part of the colonists, and by one of 
fealonsy on the part of the savages. Distrust always 
grows out of suspicion, and the fears of the settlen 
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began to be excited when they thought of their ex- 
posed situation. Under these circumstances, it was 
wise to prepare for all emergencies ; and at an early 
day a military company was organized in this town. 
The following entry b made in the manuscript records 
of the General Court during the session beginning 
May 6, 1673: 

** James Parker of Oroaten taaning bad the care of the military Ck>m- 
pany there for ■enerall yeares. Is Appointed St ordered to be th«ir lelften- 
oaot A W* Larkln to be eiiBigne to the Mv|d Company there.** ^ 

The two oflScers of this organization were each pro- 
moted one grade during the next autumn, which 
would indicate that the company was filling up in 
numbers. At the session of the General Oourt begin- 
ning October 15, 1678, the record reads : 

** The military Cknnpany of Groaten being dettltat of military ofScen 
The Court Jndgeth It meet to chooeiTA Appoint James Parker to be their 
captane W* Lakin to be lelftennant St Nathaniel Lawrence to be their 
ensigne.* 

Before this time there had been in Middlesex 
County a company of troopers, or cavalry, made up 
of men living in the frontier towns, of which Groton 
was one — as mentioned in the General Court Records 
of October, 1669. 

One of the prominent men in the history of the 
Colony at this period was Major Simon Willard. A 
native of England, he came to Massachusetts in the 
year 1634. He had lived at Concord, Lancaster and 
Groton, and in all these places exerted a wide influ- 
ence. He had filled various civil offices, and in his 

1 (General Oonrt Records, lY. 718.) 
1 (General Oourt Records, lY. 726.) 
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day was a noted military man. His farm was sit- 
uated at Nonacoicus, now included within the limits 
of Ayer ,* and his dwelling-house was the first build- 
ing burned at the attack on Qroton, March 18, 1676. 
During , several months previously he had been en- 
gaged with his men in scouting along the line of 
frontier settlements and protecting the inhabitants. 
At this assault Major Willard came with a company 
of cavalry to the relief of the town, though he did not 
reach the place in time to be of service in its defence. 
He died at Oharlestown, on April 24, 1676, a very 
few weeks after this town was abandoned. Benjamin 
Thompson^ the earliest native American poet, pays 
the following tribute to his character, in a little 
pamphlet published during Philip's War, and entitled 
** New England's Tears." .It is certainly rude in ez- 
pression, and probably just in its conception, but not 
accurate as to the date of his death : 

"About thii Time Died HiOof WtOard Esq.; who liad continued one 
of our Senaton many yean, and Head of the Ma$$acku»H Bandi. In 
28 April 1676. 

•'EPITAPHIUtf. 

** Chr4ai, Good, and JuU^ Fo/iosif, amd Wiu^ 
New England! Obmmott Baorifioe : 
The PHitoe qf War, Of Bond of Loffe, 
A aVue Heroick Martial Dw : 
Pardon lerandkit Park 90 cIom 
Which aU Of WoHd in maoMtr* knowM, 
We mwy DeaOi, and «mU toe md^, 
Who ie^ him under Lock and Key.** 

Nearly one-and-twenty years had passed since the 
Httle settlement in the wilderness was begun,, and 
Groton was £EU9t approaching its majority. The new 
town had enjoyed a moderate share of prosperity, and 
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was slowly working out its destiny. The founders 
were poor in this world's goods, hut rich in faith and 
courage. They had now tasted the hardships of 
frontier life, hut not as yet felt the horrors of savage 
warfare. The distant thunders of a threatening 
storm were heginning to he heard, and the occasional 
flashes put the early settlers on their guard. Philip's 
War had hroken out during the summer of 1675, and 
the' outlying settlements were exposed to new dangers. 
The inhabitants of this town took such precautions 
as seemed needful, and trusted in Providence for the 
rest. They were just beginning to prepare for the 
work of another season, when a small band of prowl- 
ing Indians alarmed the town by pillaging eight or 
nine houses and driving off some cattle. This oc- 
curred on March 2, 1676, and was a suflUcient warn- 
ing, probably, to send the inhabitants to the garrison- 
houses, whither they were wont to flee in time of 
danger. These places of refuge were usually houses 
surrounded by n strong wall of stone or timber, built 
up as high as the eaves, with a gateway, and port- 
holes for the use of musketry. 

In Qroton there were five such garrison-houses, 
and under their protection many a sleepless, anxious 
night was passed by the inmates. Four of these 
houses were very near each other, and the fifth was 
nearly a mile away. The sites of some of them are 
well known. One was Mr. Willard's house, which 
stood near the High School; another was Captain 
Parker's house, which stood just north of the Town 
Hall ; and a third was John Nutting's house, on the 
other side of James's Brook. The fourth was proba- 
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bly north of John ^Nutting's, but perhaps south of 
Mr. Willard's. There is a tradition that one stood 
near the house formerly owned and occupied by the 
late Eber Woods, which would make the fifth 
garrison-house *' near a mile distant from the rest." 
Richard Bawtell, the first town-clerk, was living on 
this site at that time, and his house would have been 
a convenient rallying-point for his neighbors. With- 
out doubt he was the Kichard Bawtell who served in 
Major Appleton's company during Philip's War. 

It is recorded in the inventory of his estate, on file 
in the Middlesex Probate Office at East Cambridge, 
that Timothy Cooper, of Groton, was " Sleine by the 
Indeins the Second day of march, 1675-6." Cooper 
was an Englishman by birth, and lived, probably, 
somewhere between the fiaptist meeting-house and 
the beginning of Farmers' Bow. It is not known that 
there was other loss of life at this tiihe, but the afikir 
was serious enough to alarm the inhabitants. They 
sought refuge immediately in the garrison-houses, as 
the Indians were lurking in the vicinity. On March 
9th the savages again threatened the beleaguered 
town, and by a cunningly contrived ambush, man- 
aged to entrap four men at work, of whom one was 
killed and one captured, while the other two escaped. 
This second assault must have produced great alarm 
and consternation among the people of the town. 
The final and main attack, however, came on the 
13th, when the enemy appeared in full body, — thought 
to be not less than four hundred in number. The 
inhabitants at this time all were gathered into the 
several garrisons for protection. During the previous 
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night the savages scattered throughout the neighbor- 
hoodj and the first volley of shot on the morning of 
the 18th was a signal for the general burning of the 
town ; and in this conflagration the first meeting* 
house of Groton was destroyed, together with about 
forty dwelling-houses. This building, erected at the 
cost of many and great privations, was the pride of 
the inhabitants. With its thatched roof, it must have 
burned quickly ; and in a very short time nothing was 
left but a heap of smoking embers. Although it had 
never been formally dedicated to religious worship, 
it had been consecrated in spirit to the service of Qod 
by the prayers of the minister and the devotion of the 
congregation. In this assault John Nutting's garri- 
son was taken by stratagem. The men defending it 
had been drawn out by two Indians, apparently 
alone, when the savages in ambush arose and killed 
one of the men, probably John Nutting himself, and 
wounded three others. At the same time the garrison- 
house, now defenceless, was attacked in the rear and 
the palisades pulled down, allowing the enemy to 
take possession. The women and children, compris- 
ing those of five families, escaped to Captain Parker's 
house, situated between James's Brook and the site of 
the Town-House. 

There is a family tradition, worthy of credence, that 
John Nutting was killed while defending his log- 
house fort during Philip's War. His wife's name 
appears a few months later in the Woburn town- 
records as " Widow Nutting," which is confirmatory 
of the tradition. 

Several printed accounts of Philip's War appeared 
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very soon after it waa ended, and these farniah all 
that ia known in r^ard to it. At that time there was 
no special correspondent on the spot to get the news ; 
and^asthe means for communication were limited, 
these narratives differ somewhat in the details, hut 
they agree substantially in their general statements. 

With the exception of Hubbard's Narrative, the 
contemporary accounts of this assault on the town 
are all short ; and I give them in the words of the 
writers, for what they are worth. The first is from 
" A Brief History of the Warr with the Indians in 
Newe England/' by Increase Mather, published in the 
year 1676. This account, one of the earliest in print, 
is as follows : 

** M«roh Uie lOO. Miiohief wai done, and MT«ral Ut«i cut off by Uie 
Jndiam* thii day, at QroUm and at Budhwf. An bumbling ProTldenca, 
inaimuob aa many OburcbM were tbie day Faating and Praying. (Page 
2S.) 

**Jf«reAlS. Tbe Indiana aaanlted G'rotoiiiand left but few bouaea 
itanding. So tbat tbla day alao anotber Candleetick was removed out of 
its place. One of tbe firat bouaee tbat tbe enemy deetroyed in tbla 
place, waa tbe Uouh tif Chd, A. e. wbicb was built, and eet apart for tbe 
celebration of tbe pnblick WonAilpof God. 

** Wben tbey bad done tbat, tbey MofTed and blaapbemed, and came 
to Mr. WiBard (tbe wortby Paator of tbe Oburcb tbere) bia bouae (wbicb 
being Fortified, tbey attempted not to destroy it) and tauntingly, aaid, 
WhaiwiUifOU do/or ttkouH to jpran in now «m hate Inumt yom MhIUm§^ 
hom$ef Tbua batb tbe enemy done wickedly in tbe Sanctuary, tbey 
baTe burnt up tbe Synagoguea of God in tbe Land ; tbey baTe caat fire 
into tbe Sanctuary ; tbey baTe caat down tbe dwelling place of bia name 
to tbeGpound. Ood, how long $kaU the Adnrmrff ofproa^f thatt Ike 
AMM|f Bla9pk«m§ 1% Kiuaufor ever f mky wUhdrawott thou thiMhand, even 
lAy right handf phtek Uwto/thg froeome.** (Page SM.) 

Several accounts of the war appeared in London 
in 1676, only a few months after the destruction of 
this town. They were written in New England, and 
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sent to Old England, where they were at once 
published in thin pamplets. The authors of them 
are now unknown, but undoubtedly they gathered 
their materials from hearsay. At that time Indian 
aflairs in New England atti acted a good deal of at- 
tention in the mother country. One of these pamphlets 
is entitled : " A True Account of the most Consider- 
able Occurrences that have hapned in the Warre 
between the English and the Indians in New Eng- 
land, . . . as it hath been communicated by 
fiCtters to a Friend in London." This narrative 
says: 

'* On the 13tb of March^ before onr Forces could return towards our 
Parts, the Indiatu sent a strong party, and assaulted the Town of Qrowton, 
about forty miles North-west from Botton^ and bum'd all the deserted 
Houses ; the Garrison'd Houses, which were about ten, all escaped but 
one, which they carryed, but not the Bngliih in it ; for there was but 
one slain and two wounded.** (Page 2.) 

Another account, entitled : " A New and Further 
Narration of the State of New England, being a con- 
tinued account of the Bloudy Indian-war," gives the 
following version : 

*' The 14th of March the savage Enemy set upon a CJonsiderable Town 
called OrougktoH, and burnt Misior WQbtrdt House first (who with his 
&mil|r remoTed to CfharU Town) and afterwards destroyed sixty Hts 
dwelling-houses more there, lesTing but six houses standing in the 
whole Town, which they likewise furiously attempted to set on fire ; 
But being fortified with Arms and Men as Oarisonfl^ they with their 
shot, killed several of the Bnemy, and prevented so much of their 
designs ; Mor do we hear that any person on our side was here either 
slain or taken captive.** (Page 4.) 

A few pages further on it says : " Orantham and 
Nashaway all ruined but one house or two." (Page 
14.) Few persons would recognize this town under 
the disguise of Orantham, 
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A third one of these London pamphlets, bearing 
the title of '* News from New England/' says : 

** Th«7U of JforefcfoUowliig theM bloody iiuUoM nuurch't to a con- 
ildormble Towo called Oroaton when they flnt let fire to Mijor fPWordt 
liouM, and alterwarde burnt 05 more, there being Searenty two houeea 
at fliet eo that there wai left standing but idx houeea of the whole Town." 
(Page 4.) 

The details of the burning of the town are found 
in *' A Narrative of the Troubles with the Indians in 
New England/' written by the Reverend William 
Hubbard, and printed in the year 1677. It is th# 
fullest history of the events relating to Groton ap- 
pearing near the time ; and very likely many of the 
facts were obtained from the Reverend Mr. Willard. 
The account is not as clear as might be desired, and 
contains some glaring discrepancies, but it is too long 
to be quoted here. 

The Indians were a cowardly set and never at^ 
tacked in open field. They never charged on works 
in regular column, but depended rather on crafb or 
cunning to defeat their adversary. The red hell' 
hounds — ^as they were sometimes called by our pious 
forefathers — were always ready to attack women and 
children, but afraid to meet men. The main body of 
the savages passed the night following the final at- 
tack in "an adjacent valley," which cannot now be 
easily identified, but some of them lodged in the gar- 
rison-house, which they had taken ; and the next 
morning, after firing two or three volleys at Captain 
Parker's house, they departed. They carried ofi* a 
prisoner, — John Morse, the town clerk, — who was 
ransomed a short time afterward. The following 
reference to him in an undated letter, written by the 
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Rev. Thomas Gobbet to the Rev. Increase Mather, 
shows very nearly the time of his release : 

"May y I2th [167C] Good wife Diueni [DItoII] and Good wife Ketle 
Tpon ranBom paid, came Ittto concord. St rpon like ransom preeently 
[ajfter John Moas of Oroton k lioftenaut Oarlors [Kerley's] Daughter of 
Tjancaster were eet* at liberty A 9 more wk>iit ransom.** (Mather 
Mannecripts in the Prince Ck>lIoction, at the Boston Public Library, 
I. 70.) 

The ransom for John Morse was paid by John 
Hubbard, of Boston, and amounted to "about five 
pounds/' Morsels petition to the Council, to have 
Hubbard reimbursed, is found among the Massachu- 
setts Archives (LXIX. 48). 

Fortunately the lo^s of life or limb on the part of 
the inhabitants of the town was small, and it is not 
known that more than three persons were killed — 
of whom one was Timothy Cooper, and another, with- 
out doubt, John Nutting — and three wounded ; two 
were made prisoners, of whom one escaped from the 
savages and reached Lancaster, and the other, John 
Morse, was ransomed. 

The lot of these early settlers was indeed hard and 
bitter ; they had seen their houses destroyed and their 
cattle killed, leaving them nothing4o live on. Their 
alternative now was to abandon the plantation, which 
they did with much sadness and sorrow. The settle- 
ment was broken up, and the inhabitimts scattered in 
different directions among their friends and kindred. 
In the spring of 1078, after an absence of two years, 
they returned and established anew the little town on 
the frontier. 

In the autumn of 1879 the town of Groton erected 
a monument to commemorate the site of the meeting- 
3 
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house which was burned during this assault. It bears 
the following inscription : 

** M BAB mil SPOT 

STOOD THB FIBST HBBTING HOUSE OF QROTON 

Built im 1666 

amd bvbmt by tub imbiami 

13MABOH1676" 

The monument, in connection with two others 
relating to the history of the town, was dedicated 
with appropriate exercises in the Town Hall on Feb. 
20, 1880, when an address was delivered by Dr. Sam- 
uel A. Green, which was subsequently printed. 

After Philip's War the colonists were at peace 
with the Indians, but it was a suspicious kind of 
peace. It required watching and a show of strength 
to keep it ; there was no good-will between the na- 
tive race and the white intruders. The savages at 
best made bad neighbors ; they were treacherous and 
addicted to drink. The following entries in the town 
records show that they were a shiftless and drunken 
set: 

** Jnnoiury 31 1C81 It [was] agred upon by tbo mloct mon That ttie 
ludauw almll be wiiruod uui uf ib» Tuuiio Turtb wiib Hiitl ir tho ahttU 
neiglaet the t/araing Bifd ifiiDj of them be taken drounke or in drinke 
or with drinke Then theae pamns ar to be sesed and brout be foore 
the lelect men either by constable or by any other panon and be poun- 
eaed accordln as the hiw doth direct and the Informar ■ball be aattlsed 
for his paines" 

** March 28 1682 two Indian aquaws being apprehended In drinke A 
with drinke brought to y* select men one squaw Nehatchechin swaw 
being drouncke was sentanced to receive &, did receive ten stripes the 
other John Nasquuns sway was sentanced to pay 3* 4^ cash and loose 
her two quart bottle and the Liquour in it awarded to Sarg** Laken who 
seized them.** 

During this period the Indians began again to be 
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troublesome, and for the next fifteen or twenty 
years continued their occasional depredations by 
murdering the inhabitants, burning their houses, 
destroying their crops or killing their cattle. Into 
these garrison-houses the neighboring families gath- 
ered at night, where they were guarded by armed 
men who warned the inmates of any approach of 
danger. 

At times troops were stationed here by the Colonial 
authorities for the protection of the town ; and the 
orders and counter orders to the small garrison show 
too well that danger was threatening. In the mean- 
while King William's War was going on ; and the 
enemy had material and sympathetic aid from the 
French in Canada. The second attack on the town 
came in the summer of 1G94, an<l the accounts of it I 
prefer to give in the words of contemporary writers. 
Sometimes there are discrepancies, but, in the main, 
such narratives are trustworthy. 

The attack was made on Friday, July 27th, and Cot- 
ton Mather, in his " Magnalia," thus refers to it : 

** Nor did the Storm go oyer so : Some Drops of it feU npon the Town 
of Orototi^ a Town that lay, one wonid think, far enough off the Place 
where wa^ thejast 8een« of the Tragedy. 

** On Jufy 27. [1G04,] about break of Day Grolon felt some surprising 
Blows from the Indian HatcheiM. They began their Attacks at the 
House of one Lieutenant IxtTdn^ in the Out-skirts of the Tovm; but met 
with a Repulse there, and lost one of their Crew. Nevertheleas, in 
other Parts of that Plantation (when the good People had been so tired 
out as to lay down their Miiitfvrff Watch) there wore more than Twenty 
Persons kiilml, and more than a Doxon carried awny. Mr. (7erdkom Uo' 
harif the Minister of the Place, with part of his family, was Remark- 
ably preeenred from fal)ing into their Hands, when they made them- 
■elves the Masters of his House ; though they Took Two of his Ohil- 
dren, whereof the one was Killed, and the other some time after hnp- 
piiy Rescued out of his Oaptivity." (Dock VII. page 80.) 
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Gk>vernor HutchinaoDy io his ** History of the 
Province of Massachusetts Bay/' published during 
the following century, writes : 

''Having croaiecl Merrimack, on the 27th of July [1G94] thoy fell upon 
Groton, about 40 nijlet from Boston. They wore ' repulsod at Lakln*a 
garrison house, but fell ui)on other houses, where the people were off 
their guard, and killed and carrio*! away from the vicinity about forty 
persons. Toxus*8 two iio|»liuws wore killod by his side, uud ho hatl a 
dozen bullets through his blanket, according to Charlevoix, who adds 
that he carried the fort or garrison and then went to make spoil at the 
gates of Boston ; in both which lacts the Vrench account is erroneous.** 
(IL 82.) 

In the 'assault of July, 1694, the loss on the part of 
the inhabitants was considerably greater than when 
the town was destroyed in the attack of 1G7G. It is 
said that the scalps of the unfortunate victims were 
given to the Count de Frontenac, Governor of Can- 
ada. A large majority, and perhaps all, of the pris- 
oners taken at this time were children. The Indians 
had learned that captives had a market value ; and 
children, when carried off, could be more easily 
guarded than adults. It was more profitable for the 
savages to exchange prisoners for a ransom, or sell 
them to the French, than it was to kill them. It is 
now too late to give the names of all the sufferers, 
but a few facts in regard to them may be gathered 
from fragmentary sources. Tlie families that suffered 
the severest lived, for the most part, in the same gen- 
eral neighborhood, which was near the site of the first 
meeting-house. Lieut. William Lakin's house, 
where the fight began, was situated in the vicinity' of 
Chicopee Bow. 

The following list of casualties, necessarily incom- 
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plete and in part conjectural, is given as an approxi' 
mation to the lora sustained by the town : 

Killed. Oi^ytiired. 

John Longlej^s fHinilj 7 8 

Rer. Bfr. IIot«rt*8** 1 1 

John Shepley's " 4? 1 

James Parker, Jr/s'* 2 3? 

Alexander Rouse's" 2 1 

Mr. Gershom Hobart, the minister, whose house was 
captured in this assault, lived where the Baptist 
meeting-house now stands. One of his boys was 
killed, and another, Gershom, Jr., was carried off. 
There is a tradition extant that a third child was con- 
cealed under a tub in the cellar, and thus saved firom 
the fury of the savages. Judge Bewail writes in his 
diary, under the date of May 1, 1C95 : 

" Mr. Uobarts son Gershom is well at a new Fort a days Journey 
above Ncrignwag [Norridgewock], Masters name is Nassacombdwit, ft 
good Master, and Blistrees. Master is chief Oaptain, now Bambaieen is 
absent'* 

(•* Massachusetts Historical Oolloctions,*' V. Fiaii series, 4(K}, 404.) 

According to a letter written by the Reverend 
John Cotton to his wife at Plymouth, and dated 
" Election-night, Boston " (May 29, 1G95), he was res- 
cued from captivity during that month. The inscrip- 
tion on the Shepley monument says that ''the Indi- 
ans massacred all the Sheples in Groton save a John 
Bheple 16 years old who the[y] carried captive to 
Canada and kept him 4 years, after which he returned 
to Groton and from him descended all the Sheples 
or Shepleys in this Vicinity ;*' but there is no record 
to show how many there were in this family. Mr. 
Butler, in his History (page 97), makes substantially 
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the same statemeDt, but does not mention any num- 
ber. In my list it is placed at five, which is conjec- 
tural ; of this number probably four were slain. 
Bhepley lived near where the Martin's Pond Road 
starts off from the North Common. The knowledge 
which the boy John obtained of their language and 
customs, while a prisoner among the Indians^ was of 
much use to him in after-life. Tradition says that, 
when buying furs and skins of them, he used to put 
his foot in one scale of the balance instead of a pound 
weight. In the summer of 1704, while he and thir- 
teen other men were reaping in a field at Groton, they 
were attacked by a party of about twenty Indians. 
After much skirmishing Bhepley and one of his com- 
rades, Butterfield by name> succeeded in killing one 
of the assailants, for which act they were each granted 
four pounds by the Provincial authoritieu. He was 
the direct ancestor of the late Honorable Ether 
Bhepley, of Portland, formerly chief justice of the 
Bupreme Judicial Court of the State of Maine, 
and his son, the lute Gen. George Foster Bhep- 
ley, formerly a justice of the Circuit Court 
of the First Circuit of the United States. 
John's petition to the General Court, asking 
that an allowance be made for this service, and giv- 
ing the particulars of the attack, is found among the 
Massachusetts Archives (XXX, 496, 497) at the State- 
House. 

Among the " Nams of thos Remaining Still in 
hands of the french at Canada,'' foucd in a document 
dated October, 1G95, are those of "Lidey Langly 
geri" and " Jn^" Bhiply boy." In this list the resi- 
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dences of both these children are incorrectly written, 
Lydia's being given as Dover, New Hampshire, and 
John's as Ojrster River. They both belonged in this 
town, and were taken at the assault of July 27, 1694. 
The name of Thomas Drew appears in the same list 
as of Qroton, which is a mistake, as he was of Oyster 
River. (Archives, XXXVIII. A 2.) 

This expedition against Groton was planned in 
part by the Indian? at a fort called Amsaquonte above 
Norridgewock, in Maine. It was arranged also in the 
plan of operations that Oyster River — now Durham, 
New Hampshire — should be attacked on the way ; and 
the assault on that town was made July 18th nine days 
before the one on Groton. At Oyster River more 
than ninety persons were either killed or captured; 
the prisoners from the two towns appear to have been 
taken to Maine, where they were brought frequently 
together during their captivity. On January 21, 1695, 
Lieutenant-Governor William Stoughton issued a 
proclamation, in which he refers to the '' tragical out- 
rages and barberous murders" at Oyster River and 
Groton. He says that several of the prisoners taken 
at these places ''are now detained by the said Indians 
at Amarascoggin and other adjoining places." 

Hezekiah Miles, alias Hector, a friendly Indian, at 
one time a captive in the enemy's hands, made a 
deposition before the Lieutenant-Governor and Coun- 
cil, at Boston, May 31, 1695, which gives some details 
of the preparation for the attack ; and Ann Jenkins, 
In a deposition on June 11, 1695, adds other particu- 
lars. These papers may be found among the Massa- 
chusetts Archives (VIII. 39, 40). 
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The story of William and Doliverance Longley's 
family is a sad one to relate. They were living, with 
their eight children, on a small farm, perhaps a mile 
and a quarter from the village, on the east side of the 
Hollis road. Their house was built of hewn logs, and 
was standing at the beginning of the present century. 
The old cellar, with its well-laid walls, was distinctly 
visible forty years ago, and traces of it could be seen 
even to very modern times. The site of this house 
has recently been marked by a monument bearing the 
following inscription : — 



UKUK DWELT 

WILLIAM AND DELIYERANGB LONGLEY 

WITH THUR SIGHT CHILDREN. 

On TUB 27tu or July 1694 

THE INDIANS KILLED THE FATHER AND MOTHER 

AND FIVE OF THE CHILDREN 

AND CARRIED INTO CAPTIVITY 

THE OTHER THREE. 



The monument was erected in the autumn of 1879, 
at the expense of the town, on land generously given 
for the purpose by Mr. Zechariah Fitch, the present 
owner of the farm ; and it was dedicated with appro- 
priate exercises on February 20, 1880. 

On the fatal morning of July 27, 1694, the massa- 
cre of this family took place. The savages appeared 
suddenly, coming from the other side of the Merri- 
mack Iliveri and began the attack at Lieutenant 
William Lakin's house, where tliey wore repulsed' 
with the loss of one of their number. They followed 
it up by assaulting other houses in the same neigh- 
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borhood. They made quick work of it, and left the 
town as speedily as they came. With the exception 
of John Shepley's house, it is not known that they 
destroyed any of the buildings ; but they pillaged 
them before they departed. They carried off thirteen 
prisoners, mostly children, — and perhaps all, — who 
must have retarded their march. There is a tradition 
that, early in the morning of the attack, the Indians 
turned Longley's cattle out of the barnyard into the 
cornfield and then lay in ambush. The stratagem 
had the desired effect. Longley rushed out of the 
house unarmed, in order to drive the cattle back, 
when he was murdered and all his family either killed 
or captured. The bodies of the slain were buried in 
one grave, a few rods northwest of the house. A 
small apple-tree growing over the spot and a stone 
lying even with the ground, for many years furnished 
the only clue to the final resting-place of this unfor- 
tunate family, but these have now disappeared. 

William Lioagley was town clerk in the year 1687, 
and also from 1692 till his death, in 1694 ; and only 
one week before he was killed he had made entries 
in the town records. His father, William Longley, 
Sr., also had been town clerk during the years 1666 
and 1667, and died November 29, 1680. The father 
was one of the earliest settlers of the town, as well as 
the owner of a thirty-acre right in the original Groton 
plantation. Lydia, John and Betty were the names 
of the three children carried off by the savages, and 
taken to Canada. Lydia was pold to the French and 
placed in the Congregation of N6tre Dame, a convent 
in Montreal, where she embraced the Homan Catho- 
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lie faith, and died July 20, 1768, at the advanced age 
of eighty-four yearo. Betty perished soon after her 
capture fh>m hunger and exposure; and John, the 
third child, remained with the savages for more than 
four years, when he was ransomed and brought away 
much against his own will. At one time during his 
captivity he was on the verge of starving, when an 
Indian kindly gave him a dog's foot to gnaw, which 
for the time appeased his hunger. He was known 
among his captors as John Angary. After he came 
home his sister Lydia wrote from Canada urging him 
to abjure the Protestant religion ; but he remained 
true to the faith of his early Instruction. 

Their grandmother, the widow of Benjamin Crispe, 
made her will April 13, 1698, which was admitted to 
probate in Middlesex County on the 28th of the fol- 
lowing December ; and in it she remembered these 
absent children as follows: 

** I give and bequeath Vnto my three Grand-Childreii y* are in Gap- 
tiTity if they returoe Yizdt these boolu one of ym a bible another a Ser- 
mon booKe treating of faith and the other a pealme booic." 

The old lady herself, doubtless, had read the ** Ser- 
mon booke treating of faith;" and it must have 
strengthened her belief in Divine wisdom, and been a 
great consolation in her trials. She did not know at 
this time that her granddaughter was already a con- 
vert to the Roman Catholic religion. The knowledge 
of this £ftct would have been to her an affliction 
scarcely lew than the massacre of her daughter's 
family. 

John Longley returned about the time when the 
grandmother died ; and subsequently he filled many 
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important offices both in the church and the town. 
Like his father and grandfather, he was the town 
clerk during several years. Among the papers (Knox 
Manuscripts, Waldo Papers, L. 18) in the possession 
of the New England Historic Genealogical Society is 
a deposition made by Loiigley, giving a short account 
of his captivity among the Indians. 

In the month of July, 1877, I was in Montreal, 
where I procured, through the kindness of the Mother 
Superior at the Congregation of N6tre Dame, a copy 
of the French record of Lydia's baptism, of which the 
following is a translation : 

" On Tiiomtaj, April 24, IROO, tlio corRinonj of ItRptlsm wm performed 
on an English girl, named liydia Jjongley, who was bom April 14, 1674, 
at Orotun, a few mi Ion from Doeton in New England. She was the 
danghter of William Tiongiey and Dolivcmnce Crisp, lK)th Protestants. 
She was captured in the month of July, 1094, by the Abenaqul Indians, 
and has lived for the past month in the house of the Sisters of the Con* 
gregation of NAtre Dame. The godfather was M. Jacques Leber, mer* 
chant ; the godmother was Madame Marie Madeleine Dupont, wife of 
M. de Bfaricourt, Ecuyer, Captain of a company of Marines: she named 
this English girl Lydia Madeleine. 

Signed "LrniA BfAHKLRiNR TiONOLcr, 

" Bf AHRLEINB DU1>0NT, 

*' Ledrr, 

** M. Caillk, acting enreUe." 

After this attack of July 27th the town was lefl in 
straitened circumstances, and the inhabitants found it 
difficult to meet the demands made on them. In 
this emergency they petitioned the General Court for 
relief, which was duly granted. 

Cotton Mather says that one man was killed at Gro- 
ton in the year 1097, and another, with two children, 
carried into captivity. (Magnalia, Book VII. page 
91.) He does not give the date clearly, but inferen- 
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tially it is June. The prisoner was Stephen Holden, 
who was captured, with his two oldest sons, John and 
Stephen, Jr. John was released in January, 1699, at 
which time the father and the other boy were yet 
remaining in the hands of the savages. It was not 
long, however, before they too were freed ; for, in the 
following June, the House of Representatives voted 
three pounds and twelve shillings for the expenses 
that had been incurred in bringing them back. 

Queen Anne's War, as it is commonly called in 
America, broke out in the year 1702, when England 
declared war against France and Spain; and the 
American Ck>lonies were drawn into the contest. The 
Indians in New England were in sympathy with the 
French ; and they kept the frontier settlements con- 
tinually on the alert. Strict vigiluuce, on the part of 
the colonists was the price of their safety. Military 
companies were still held under discipline and drill, 
and from time to time were reviewed by. the proper 
officers. In the year 1702, Ohief Justice Samuel Sewall 
accompanied Governor Joseph Dudley through Mid- 
dlesex County on a tour of inspection; and in his 
Diary, under date of October 28th, he writes: 

*' Went to Groton, taw Oaplain Preacot and hit compauy in A rou. (Oo v 
had lent to them from Dunttoble that would visit thtm). Lancaster is 
aboat 12 Miles Southward from Groton. Concord is IG Miles ^ and 
Ten-Aod from Groton.** 

(MaasachusetU Historical Collections, YI. fifth series, 07.) 

After these alarms there was a short respite, which 
continued till 1704, when the frontier towns were 
again exposed to savage warfare, and this town suf- 
fered with the others. 

Samuel Penhallow, in " The History of the Wars 
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of New England^* (Boston, 1726), thus refers to the 
attack on this place in August, 1704 : The Indians — 

"afterwards fell on Lancaster ^ ami G^tYMiton, whore they did eome Spoil, 
but not what thoy expected, for that theae Towns were seasonably 
strengthened. . . . 

*' And yet a little while after they fell on (Troaton, and Nashawag [Lan- 
caster], where they kiU'd Lieut. WyUr [Wilder], and several more. 
(Pages 24, 26.) 

In the library of the Massachusetts Historical So- 
ciety is a manuscript diary of John Marshall, of 
Braintree, which has the following entry : 

The bcgining of this month of august [1701] the Indians did mischief 
at Lancaster Killed 3 or 4 persons burnt their meeting house : and did 
some harm allso at Groton. the same week. Killed one or more : about 
200 men went out after them who weer gone 20 days under misjo' Taylor, 
but Returned Without doing any spoill on them.*' 

The attack on Lancaster was on July dlst, and 
that on Groton probably within a day or two of the 
snnio time. 

It was during this assault that Matthias Farns- 
worth, Jr., was captured and taken to Canada, where 
he remained permanently. He was afterward mar- 
ried to a French wife, and his numerous posterity are 
still living in Canada. The name is found written 
now Farnet, Farnef and Pliancuf. 

A party of Indians, numbering about thirty, made 
their appearance in town, and killed a man on the 
night of October 25, 1704. Pursuit was at once made 
for them, but it was unsuccessful. The Boston News- 
Letter y October 30, 1704, gives the follow! njg; account 
of the affair; 

** On W^iineadag night [October 2fi] an English man was kiU'd In the 
woods at Qrolon by the Tndians which wore afterwards doscryed in the 
night by the Light of their Fires, by a Person TrATaillng from QroUm 
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to Lanooitirt and Jadg«d they might be about Thirty Id Dumber ; pur- 
•ult was made after tlieio, but none could lie found." 

From " Marahall's Diary " we learn the name of 
the man who was slain. It is there recorded : 

*'on the 26 day [October, 1704], mr Breck was ordained at marlbor* 
rough, the next day a nun was killed and lealpod by the Indians he 
belonged to the town of Groton his name was davis : a very useful man 
and much Lamented." 

It has been a tradition that John Davis was killed 
by the Indians, but the date of his death was un- 
known; this entry, however, seems to ^x it. It is 
said to have happened in the early part of the even- 
ing, while he was taking in some clothes which had 
been washed and hung out to dry. He lived near the 
Groton School, where W. Dickson resided when the 
map in Mr. Butler's History was made ; and Davis's 
Fordway, in the river near by, named after him, is 
still remembered by the older people of that neigh- 
borhood. 

It is not surprising that the iiiliubitiints, upon the 
renewal of hostilities, were obliged to ask for help 
from the General Court. They had already suffered 
much in life and property, and were little able to 
bear new burdens. They represented to the Gover- 
nor that they had been greatly impoverished by their 
loss of horses and cattle, of corn and hay, and that 
they were scarcely able to hold out much longer ; 
but the crowning calamity of all was the Illness of the 
minister,. Mr. Hobart, which prevented him from 
preaching. Their means were so limited that they 
could not support him and supply his place besides. 
They were obliged to earn their living at the peril of 
their lives; and some were thinking to leave the 
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town. They spent so much time in watching and 
guarding that they seemed to be soldiers rather than 
farmers. Under these discouraging circumstances 
they asked for help from the Province, and were al- 
lowed out of the public treasury twenty pounds to 
assist them in procuring another minister, besides ten 
pounds to be divided among those who had been the 
greatest sufTerers in the late attack upon them. 

Two years later another assault was made on the 
town, though with little damage. I again quote from 
Penhallow's History of the Wars of New England : 

" f Jnly 21, 170fi]. Several Strokes were afterwards made on Chelm»- 
fordy Sudbury and Orotonj vrhere three Soldiers is they were going to 
pnblick Worship, were way-laid by a sniall Farty, who kiird two, and 
made the other a Trisouer.** (Page 30.) 

A few additional particulars of these ** Strokes'' 
are found in the Rev. John Pike's Journal, printed 
in the Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society for September, 1875 : 

*'Ja1y 21, 1706. Sab: 2 eoiildlers slain k one carried away by the 
enemy at («rot(in. Tlioy were all ncw>Cnnibridge [Newton] men ft wore 
returned to llioir INtst from one Bloods honso, who had invited y* to 
Dinner." (XIV. 143.) 

Marshall, in his Diary, briefly alludes to this affair, 
thus: 

*' on the 21 [July] they Killed 2 and took one captive at groton. 

The Rev. Jonathan Homer, in his History of 
Newton, as published in the Massachusetts Histori- 
cal Collections, Y. 273, gives the names of these men 
as John Myrick, Nathaniel Healy and Ebenezer Se- 
ger, and says they were all three killed by the Indians. 
This statement, however, is inaccurate, as John My- 
rick was not one of the three soldiers, and, further- 
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tnore, was alive after this date. It is sufficiently 
clear from contemporaneous petitions among the 
Massachusetts Archives (LXXI. 345,419), that two 
of these men were brothers, by the name of Sege^ 
and the third one was Nathaniel Healey. It was 
Ebenezer Seger .wlio was killed, and, probably, Henry, 
Jr., who was taken prisoner. 

At various times in its early history, the town was 
threatened by bands of roving Indians, who did what- 
ever damage lay in their power to do. Such incur- 
sions kept the inhabitants on the alert, and from time 
to time companies were organized for the purpose of 
scouring the neighborhood. 

On March 12, 1094-95, an Act was passed by the 
General Court, which prohibited the desertion of fron- 
tier towns by the inhabitants unless permission was 
first granted by the Governor and Council. There were 
eleven such towns, and Groton was one of them. The 
law required the inhabitants of these out-towns, who 
owned land or houses, to take out a special license, 
on pain of forfeiting their property, before they could 
quit their homes and live elsewhere. It was thought 
that the interest of the Crown would be prejudiced, 
and encouragement given to the enemy, if any of 
these posts were deserted, or exposed by lessening 
their strength. Many towns were threatened by the 
Indians about this time, and a few were attacked. It 
is recorded that some of the settlum here left the 
town, and there was probably a movemeiut among tlie 
inhabitants in other places to do the same. This 
fact undoubtedly occasioned the enactment, which was 
to remain in force '* unto the end of the session of the 
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general assembly to convene In May, one thousand 
six hundred ninety-six (if the present war so long 
last), and no longer, nor afterwards/' 

A similar Act was again passed on March 22, 1G99- 
1700, which embraced fourteen frontier towns, of 
whicli (kolon was one, and neven other towns that 
" lye more open than many others to an attack of an 
enemy/' This enactment had a limitation in point of 
time similar to tlie preceding one. Subsequently this 
Act was revived on June 8, 1702, with the limitation, 
though no towns are specified by name; again on 
June 28, 1700, it was re-enacted, to remain in force 
until June 29» 1707 ; and still later, but not for the 
last time, it was passed on June 10, 1707. This con- 
tinuous legislation to prevent the desertion of the 
frontiers shows clearly the unsettled condition of the 
outlying towns during Queen Anne's War, and Groton 
was no exception. The inhabitants were now living 
in constant dread of the savages. Sometimes an ex- 
posed farm-house was attacked and burned, some of 
the inmates killed and others carried away in captiv- 
ity ; sometimes the farmer was shot down while at 
work in the field, or while going or coming. This 
was the fate of John Shattuck, and his eldest son John, 
a young man nineteen years of age, who were killed 
on May 8, 1709. 

They were returning from the west side of the Na- 
shua River, where Mr. Shattuck owned land, and 
were attacked just as they were crossing the Stony 
Fordway, near the present site of Hollingworth's pa- 
per-mills, where they were killed. At the time of his 
death Mr. Shattuck was one of the selectmen of the 
4 
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town. During the autumn of 1882 Mewra. Tileston 
and Hollingworth, of Boston, at that time the owners 
of the mill, caused a suitable stone to be placed by 
the wayside, bearing the following inscription : 



MBAB THIB SPOT 

JOHN 81IA1TU0K, 

A SBUtOTHAN OF OBOTON, 
AND 

his son john 
wbbb killkd by thb ikoian8, 

Mat 8, 1709, 

w|iilb obomimo stomy yobdway, 

just bklow tub frk8bnt pam. 

1882. 



A remarkable fatality seems to have followed Mrs. 
Shattuck's kindred. Her husband and eldest son 
were killed by the Indians, as has just been mentioned. 
Her father, James Blood, was likewise killed, Sep- 
tember 13, 1692. So also were her uncle, William 
Longley, his wife and five children, July 27, 1694 ; 
and three others of their children were carried away 
into captivity at the same time. A relative, James 
Parker, Jr., and his wife were killed in this assault, 
and their children taken prisoners. Her step-father, 
Enoch Lawrence, received a wound in an engagement 
with the Indians, probably in the same attack of July 
27, 1694, which almost wholly prevented him from 
earning a livelihood for himself and family. The 
three Tarbell children, who were carried off to Canada 
by the Indians, June 20, 1707, were cousins of Mrs. 
Shattuck. John Ames, who was shot by the savages 
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at the gate of his own garrison, July 9, 1724, was the 
father of Jacob, who married her niece, Kuth Shat- 
tuck. And lastly, her son-in-law, Isaac Lakin, the 
husband of her daughter Elizabeth, was wounded in 
Loveweirs Fight at Pequawkct, May 8, 1726. These 
calamities covered a period of only one generation, 
extending from the year 1692 to 1725. 

In a list of prisoners held by the French and In- 
dians in Canada, March 5, 1710-11, are the names of 
'' Zech : Tarbal, John Tarbal, Sarah Tarbal, Matt. 
Farnsworth [and] Lydia Longley " (Archives, LXXI. 
7G5), all of C4roton, though no date of capture is 
given. Lydia Longley was taken by the Indians on 
July 27, 1G94, and the particulars of her case have 
already been told ; Matthias Farnsworth was captured 
in the summer of 1704 ; and the Tarbell children were 
carried off on June 20, 1707. Sarah, John and Zech- 
ariah were children of Thomas and Elizabeth (Wood) 
Tarbell, who with a large family, lived on Farmers' 
Row, near where James Lawrence's house now stands. 
Sarah was a girl nearly fourteen years of age, John a 
lad of twelve years and Zechariah only seven, at the 
time when they were taken. They were near kindred 
of the Longley family, who had been massacred 
thirteen years before. The father was unquestionably 
the Corporal Tarbell who commanded, in the autumn 
of 1711, one of the eighteen garrisons in the town. 

The story of their capture and captivity is a singu- 
lar one, and sounds like a romance. They were 
picking cherries early one evening, — so tradition re- 
lates, — and were taken before they had time to get 
down from the tree. It should bo borno in mind that 



62 GRaroN. 

the date of capture, according to the new style of 
reckoning, was July Ist, when cherries would he ripe 
enough to tempt the appetite of climhing youngsters. 
These children were carried to Canada, whore, it 
would seem, they were treated kindly, as no induce- 
ment afterward was strong enough to make them re- 
turn permanently to their old home. The girl, Sarah, 
was sold to the French, and placed in a convent at 
Lachine, near Montreal ; hut what became of her 
subsequently I am unable to say. 

Thomas Tarbell, the father of these children, made 
his will September 2G, 1715, which was admitted to 
probate six weeks later, and is now on file at the 
Middlesex Probate Office in East Cambridge. After 
making certain bequests to different members of his 
family, he says : 

"all ttie rest and residue of my Beall Estate I give to be Kqually di- 
vided between my three children, John, Zochnry, & Surah Tarboll, upon 
tlielr return from Captivity, or In Proportion unto any of them tliat 
■ball return, k the rest, or the parts belonging to them that do not re- 
turn, shall be Equally dividod among tlie i*e8t of my ohildrou." 

During my visit at Montreal in the summer of 
1877, I saw the Congregation of N6tre Dame, the 
French record, of which the following is a trans- 
lation : 

" On Monday, July 23, 1708, the ceremony of baptism was performed 
on Sarah Tarlteli, who was born at Qroton in New England, October 9, 
1698. Her parents were Thomas Tarbell and Eliutbeth Wood, both 
Protestants, and she was baptised by the minister shortly after her 
bhrth. Having been taken by the savages on Monday, June 20, 1707, 
•^ she was brought to Canada ; she has since been sold, and has lived with 
the Sisters of the Congregation of Ndtre Dame, established at Lachine, 
where she ahjured her religion on May 1. Her godfather was M. 
Jacques Urbaiu fiobert de Lamorandi^re, Secretary of M. 1* Intendant ; 
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and her godmother wtis MndAine MArgnerite Bonat, wife of M. Etlenne 
Fascaud, the deputy treasnrer of the King In this country. 
Her name Sarah has l>een changed to Marguerite. 

" Signe<l, 

••Mo*«BoUAT, 
" Pascaud, 
** Lamosamdiirb, 
"BIbribl, Prjbtrk.** 

The boys remained for many years with their cap- 
tors at Caughnawaga, an Indian village on the right 
bank of the St. Lawrence River, directly opposite to 
Lachine. 

It is supposed that they leflb this place about the 
year 17G0, when they moved up the river, in order to 
establish another settlement. 

In the year 1713 John Stoddard and John Wil- 
liams were appointed by Governor Joseph Dudley to 
go to Quebec and treat with the Governor-General 
of Canada for the release of the New England pris- 
oners. They were accompanied by Thomas Tarbell, 
— probably the elder brother of the boys, — and we 
find his petition presented to the House of Repre- 
sentatives Juno 1, 1716, "praying consideration and 
allowance for his Time and Expenccs in going to 
(JiitMcfa, with Major Stoddard & !Mr. Williams, Anno 
1713, to recover the Captives." 

The petition was referred, and, on the next day, — 

" Gapt. Noffctf from the Committee for Petitions, made Report on the 
Petition of Tlioma» TarboU^ viz. That they are of Opinion that nothing 
Is due from the Province to tho mid Tarholl^ rIhco lie procoeiled as a 
Volunteer In tliat Sorvico to Canada^ Sc not Imployed by the Govem- 
mont, but recommondoil him to the favour of tlie House.** 

The report was accepted, and, in consideration of 
Tarbell's services, he was allowed ten pounds out of 
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the public treasury. Captain Stoddard's Journal, 
giving an account of the negotiations, is printed iu 
'*The New England Historical and Genealogical 
Register" (y. 26), for January, 1851, and Tarbeirs 
name is mentioned in it. 

We find no further trace of these boys, now grown 
up to manhood, during the twenty-fivo years follow- 
ing this attempt to release the New England pris- 
oners. In the winter of 1739 John and Zechariah 
Tarbell came back to Groton in order to visit their 
kinsfolk and see their native town. They were so 
young when carried away that their recollections of 
the place were of course very indistinct. It is not 
known now under what circumstances or innueuces 
they returned. An itemized bill of the expense in- 
curred in bringing them back from Canada was 
made out against their brothers, Thomas and Samuel, 
and perhaps paid by them. Shortly afterward Thomas 
Tarbell petitioned the General Court for means to 
enable him to meet the necessary charges of the 
journey, besides the expenses of an interpreter; and 
a conditional loan was granted. The record does not 
say whether it was ever paid back by him. The pa- 
pers relating to the subject are among the Massachu- 
setts Archives (XV. A, 16-19). 

On April 20, 1739, Governor Belcher brought the 
case of these captives to the attention of the Council 
and the House of Representatives, when he made a 
speech, in which he said : 

** There are Ifttoly come from Oanftdii some Ponona that wore taken 
by tbo ludiaue froui ijrutoii above thirty Voum ago, who (ila bollevuU) 
may be Induced to return into this Province, on your Kiviug them lome 
proper Kuoouragemeut : If tliis Matter might be effected, I should 



grOton. 56 

tliink It would be not only an Act of Compaaslon In order to reclaim 
them from the Errora and Delutlone of tlie Romish fliltli ; but their 
living among ne might, In Time to come, be of great Advantage to the 
Province." 

On the same day the subject was referred to a 
Committee of the House, who reported a resolution 
which was sent to the Council for concurrence ; and 
on several occasions within a short time the same 
question came up in different forms. 

All these efforts, however, to reclaim the two men 
from savage life proved unavailing ; for it is known 
that they remained with the Indians and became nat- 
uralized, if I may use the expression. They married 
Indian wives, and were afterward made chiefs at 
Caughnawaga and St. Regis, villages in Canada. 
Their descendants are still living among the Indiana, 
and the Tarbells of the present day, in this town, are 
their collateral kindred. Nearly forty years afler 
their capture. Governor Hutchinson met them in 
New York State, and in his " History of the Province 
of Massachusetts Bay" refers to them thus : — 

"f mw nt Albany two or throe men. In tho yonr 1744, who came In. 
Mrlth tho Indians to trade, and who had been taken at Oroton In this, 

that if called Qneen Ann's war. One of them, Tarbell, was said 

to be one of tho wcnlthicst of the Cngnawnga tribe, lie made a visit in 
his Indian dress, and with his Indian complexion (for by means of 
greose and paints but little difference could be discerned) to his rela- \ 
tlons at Oroton, but had no Inclination to remain there.*' (II. 139.) 

Some years afler this time, these two young men — 
now occupying the position of chiefs — moved up the 
St. Lawrence River, accompanied by several others, 
all with their families, and established the village of 
St. Regis. This Indian settlement is pleasantly situ- 
ated on the right bank of the St. Lawrence, the 
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boundary line which separates the State of New York 
from Canada running through it. From its peculiar 
position, it was agreed, during the lust war with Eng- 
land, that the Indians should remain neutral, but tho 
compact was oAen broken. In the summer of 1862 
the tribe numbered about eleven hundred persons, of 
whom it is said that not one was of pure Indian origin. 

Many interesting facta concerning the Tarbells at 
Bt. Begis are found in the " History of St. Lawrence 
and Franklin Counties, New York" (Albany, 1858), 
by Dr. Franklin B. Hough. A part of the village 
comes within the limits of Franklin County; and the 
author has gathered up some of the stories still told 
about these two brothers in that neighborhood. 
^ In former years the St. Regis Indians had certain 
rights in a land reservation in the State of New York ; 
and more than once treaties were made between the 
Governor of the State and the chiefs of the tribe, 
among whom were descendants of these Tarbell boys. 
A treaty was signed on February 20, 1818, in behalf of 
the Indians, by Loran Tarbell and Thomas Tarbell, 
and two other chiefs. Another treaty was signed on 
September 23, 1825, by eleven chiefs and trustees of 
the tribe, including Peter Tarbell, Thomas Tarbell, 
Mitchel Tarbell, Louis Tarbell, and Battice Tarbell. 
Some of these names, I am sure, will sound familiar 
to the older inhabitants of Qroton. It is very likely 
that Battice is the same as Sabattis, an Indian name, 
which is said to be a corruption of Saint Baptute, 

Dr. Hough writes about one of the earlier members 
of the family as follows : — 

'*A half-breed Indian, who utually waa known aa Parui tub Bio 
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Spsak, wu a ■on of Letor Tftrbell, one of the l»dt who 1i»d bean 
ftolen ftwfty from Oroton by the Indiftne, and who ■abeeqnently be- 
came one of the flret settlera who preeeded the founding of St. Regis. 

" He WM a man of mnch addrees and ability as a speaker, and was 
eelecteil as the inontlipieco of tlie tribe on the more important occasions 
that presented themselves.** (Page 182.) 

The statement is wrong, however, that Lesor was 
the name of one of the captured hoys. It is perfectly 
well known that their names were John and Zecha- 
riah, hut it is not improbahle that one of their sons 
wns named Lcsor. If Buchwas the case, it was in- 
tended, doubtless, for Eleazer, the name of their 
youngest brother, who was less than two months old 
when they were carried off. It certainly would be a 
touching tribute to their childish recollections if they 
had remembered this little babe at home and carried 
him in their thoughts for so many years. 

In the summer of 1877 I visited St. Regis, where I 
met a grandson of one of the Tarbell captives. He 
was more than eighty years old, and could speak only 
Indian ; and I had to talk with him through an inter- 
preter. I learned that he was aware that his grand- 
father had been taken when a boy, from a town near 
Boston, and that he had kinsfolk still living there. 
What interested me exceedingly was the physical re- 
semblance between him and some of his collateral 
relations, who lived and died at Squannacook within 
my recollection, lie was a man of ordinary size, with 
a sunburnt face and gray hair, though somewhat bald. 
There was but little appearance of Indian blood in his 
veins, and he would have passed anywhere for a good- 
looking old man. He lived with one of his sons in a 
small house that was clapboarded and painted, — and 
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one of the best in the village, — where, surrounded by 
his grandchildren, he was passing the declining years 
of his life in comfortable ease. 

During the summer of 1728 '' the Indian enemy" — 
OS the early settlers were wont to call them — still 
threatened the western frontier towns. On August 
16, 1723, according to the printed Journal of the 
House of Representatives, Lieutenant-Governor Dum- 
mer, at that time the acting Governor of the Prov- 
ince, was desired immediately to order detachments 
of men, varying from three to six, from the inhabit- 
ants of the several towns along the line of outer set- 
tlements, to be constantly employed in scouting and 
ranging the woods in their respective towns ; and un- 
der this order Groton was to have six. On August 
24th it was ordered by the House of Representatives 
that these scouts should be placed under the direction 
of the chief military officer of the several towns, and 
such officer should receive five shillings a week for 
his services. Owing to informalities in the matter, a 
dispute arose between the House and the Lieutenant- 
Governor, who within two days sent two messages 
to that body, and some slight modifications were 
made in the original draft. 

Penhallow, in " The History of the Wars of New- 
England," speaking of the Indians at this period, 
says: 

**Theneztd«inag« tliey did wm at <?ro(oii, but wer« so clowly i>ur- 
•ued, Uiat they left several of tUolr Paoki behlud.** (Page 102.) 

It was on Thursday, July 9, 1724, that John Ames 
was shot by an Indian, one of a small party that 
attacked his garrison in the northwesterly part of the 
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town. Ames lived on the north side of the Nashua 
River, a short distance below the HoUingsworth 
paper-mills. He is said to be the last person killed 
by an Indian within the township. The Indian him 
self was immediately afterward shot by Jacob Ames 
one of John's sons. The Boston GaaeUe^ July 13 
1724, thus refers to the event : 

" A man waa kiird last Week at Grototu by the IndiRns, and *t Is sup 
poe*d one Indian wm kill'd by one of our Blen In tbe Qanison ; the In 
dians left their Packs, 6 In number, which were taken and secured by the 
English.** 

In the Odzette of July 27th it is said that ''An Indian 
Scalp was brought to Town last Week from Oroton,** 

The New England Churant, July 13, 1724, reports 
that '' Last Week the Indians kiird a Man at Groton, 
and had one of their own Men very much wounded." 
The same newspaper, in its issue of July 27th, says 
that " The Scalp of an Indian lately kilFd at Gro- 
ton ia brought to Town." 

Jacob Ames' petition for an "Allowance" or boun- 
ty, for killing the savage, is found in the printed 
Journal of the House of Representatives, November 
20, 1724. 

In the summer of 1722 the Provincial governments 
of Massachusetts and New Hampshire offered a bounty 
of a lumdred pounds for every Indian's scalp that 
should be taken and shown to the proper authorities. 
Thirt legislation incited volunteers to scour the wilder- 
ness for the purpose of hunting the savages, and with 
this motive Captain John Lovewell, of Dunstable, 
organized a company which soon became famous. 

The story of LovewelVs Fight was for a long time 
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repeatedly told in thin neighborhood, and there in 
scarcely a person who has not from early infancy 
heard the particulars of that eventful conflict. It 
was in' the spring of 1725 that Captain Lovewell, with 
thirty-four men, fought a famous Indian chief, named 
Paugus, at the head of about eighty savages, near the 
shores of a pond in Po(iuawket, now within the limits 
of Fryeburg, Maine, and known as Lovewell's Pond. 
Of this little Spartan band, seven belonged in this 
town ; and one of them, John Chamberlain by name, 
distinguished himself by killing the Indian leader. 

The fullest account of the Fight is found in a 
pamphlet entitled, *' Lovewell Lamented, or, A 
SERMON occasioned by the Fall of the Uravo Capt. 
John Lovewell and Several of his Valiant COM- 
PANY, in the late Heroic Action at Piggwacket Pro- 
nounc'd at Bradford^ May 16, 1725 By JliomaH 
SymmeSf V.D.M." (Boston, 1725.) The sermon con- 
tains an historical preface, duly attested by three of 
the company, which gives many particulars of this 
ill-fated expedition. It includes a list of the men who 
took part in the fight, with the names of the killed 
and wounded. According to this list, the following 
Groton men were members of LovewclTs company 
and present during the action: John.Jefts, Daniel 
Woods, Thomas Woods, John Chamberlain, Elias 
Barron, John Qihon [Isaac Lakin?], Joseph Gil- 
son ; of whom Thomas Woods, Daniel Woods and 
John Jefts were killed in the fight, and Elias Bar- 
ron, John Chamberlain and John Gilson [Isaac 
Lakin ?], wounded. It is stated by Mr. Symmes, in 
his preface, that Barron subsequently '* strayed from 
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the rest, and got over Oasipy River ^ by the side of 
which his Qun Case was found, & he has ner been 
heard of since.'' (Page viii.) Joseph Gilson was the 
only one of this quota who escaped injury. 

The first edition of the sermon was pub- 
lislied on July 1st, and exhausted in a very few days. 
A second edition was issued about the middle of 
July, with a title-page somewhat changed from the 
original one, as follows : " Jfistorical Memoirs Of the 
Late Fight at Piggwackct, with a SERMON Occa- 
sioned by the Fall of the Brave Capt John Loveweil 
And Several of his Valiant Company; in the late 
Heroic Action there. Pronounc'd at Bradford^ May 
16, 1725 By Thomas Symmes, V.D.M. The Sec- 
ond Edition Corrected.*' (Boston, 1725.) In this 
edition the running title of "An Iliatorical 
PREFACE" is changed to *' Memoirs of the Fight at 
Plggwacket." A few corrections are made ; in the 
list both of the soldiers and of the wounded, the 
name of Isaac Lakin is given in the place of John 
Qilson's. 

Captain Loveweil, the commander of the company, 
was a brave officer and a noted man. He was at this 
time in the prime of life, and ambitious to distinguish 
himself. He had previously led two successful expe- 
ditions against the Indians, and his very name in- 
spired confidence. Only a few weeks before, his sec- 
ond expeilition had returned to Dover, New Hamp- 
shire, where he made a triumphal entry at the head 
of his company. They bore ten Indian scalps 
stretched on hoops, and were received with great joy 
and excitement; thence they proceeded to Boston, 
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where they were paid a large bounty by the govern- 
ment. The following Groton men were members of 
the company which went on this second expedition : 
Jacob Ames, Ephraim Farnsworth, Reuben Farns- 
worth, Benjamin Parker, Samuel Shattuck, Samuel 
Tarbell and Henry Willard. Throughout New Eng- 
and, LoyewelPs daring was made the subject of talk, 
and the public looked to him as a natural leader in 
border warfare. 

With the small force now at his command, the 
heroic captain pressed forward to meet the enemy, 
and in a few days reached the borders of Saco Pond, 
since known as Lovewell's Pond, southeiwt of the 
present Tillage of Fryeburg, Maine. On the morn- 
ing of Saturday, 4^ay 8th, while engaged at prayers 
they heard a gun, and shortly afterward discovered 
an Indian on a point of land which ran into the 
pond. They were distrustful of an ambush, and a 
consultation was held in order to see whether they 
should advance or retreat. Their decision was to pro- 
ceed at all hazards. They said: ** We came out to 
meet the Enemy ; we have all along prayed GOD we 
might find 'em ; and we had rather trust Providence 
with our Lives, yea Dy for our Country, than try to 
Return without seeing them, if we may, and be called 
Cowards for pur Pains." After this answer, Lovewcll 
ordered his men to move forward cautiously ; and 
th6y soon reached a place whore they halted and took 
off their packs, and piled them up together. T^eaving 
these behind without a guard, and advancing a short 
distance, they came upon the Indian whom they had 
previously descried. He was returning to his com- 
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paniona with some game that he had killed. Several 
guns were instantly discharged at him, when he in 
turn fired and wounded Captain Ix)vewell and another 
man; after which he was killed and scalped. The 
company then turned hack, and with their wounded 
leader repaired to the place where they had left their 
packs. In the meanwhile Paugus, the far-famed 
chief of the Pequawkets, at the head of eighty war- 
riors on their way home from a marauding expedi- 
tion, had discovered the pile of packs, and, connting 
them, had learned the number of the English. Find- 
ing that the force was much less than his own, Paugus 
placed his men in ambush and awaited the return of 
Lovewell. When the company came up for their 
packs, the Indians with hideous yells rushed forth 
suddenly from their hiding-places and began to fire. 
The brave captain ordered his men to return it, which 
was done with terrible effect. Lovewell himself fell 
at the first shot, and eight of his men soon shared the 
same fate. Ensign Wyman, of Woburn, then as- 
sumed the command, and, perceiving that the Indians 
were trying to surround them, ordered a retreat to the 
pond, where he took his stand. A ledge of rocks pro- 
jecting into the water on one side of him, and a deep 
brook on the other, made a position favorable for de- 
fence. The fighting continued, and during the day 
the savages vainly endeavored to compel the valiant 
band to surrender ; but they would not listen to the 
proposition. Paugus was slain in the action by John 
Chamberlain, of Groton. Afler the death of their 
chief the Indians became somewhat disheartened, 
and for a time withdrew from the skirmish. Later in 
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the day the combat was resumed, when, it is supposed, 
the enemy received roinforcemonls, but with no deci- 
sive result. As night approached they again with- 
drew, and left this little forlorn band masters of the 
field. 

About midnight the survivors, with the excep- 
tion of three men mortally wounded and unable to 
travel, fell back and directed their course to the fort, 
where they expected to find their former companions ; 
but in this hope they were sadly disappointed. It 
seems that', at the beginning of the fight, a member of 
the company, escaping, made his way to the fort, and 
reported that Lovewell and his men were all cut to 
pieces, which he may have believed. Disappointed 
at finding the fort abandoned, the survivors of this 
memorable command made their way back to the set- 
tlements as best they could, coming in at difierent 
places along the frontier line. 

The name of Lovewell at once became famous, and 
the story of the expedition was told in every house- 
hold, and even in the pulpit. It was made the subject 
of ballads, which were sung at family firesides, and 
excited the popular heart with the memory of the 
brave and adventurous leader. Peace soon followed 
the action at Pequawket, and deep and sincere was 
the public feeling at its restoration. 

John Chamberlain, the surviving hero of LoveweH's 
Fight, was the son of Thomas and Elizabeth Cham- 
berlain, of Chelmsford, where he was born March 29, 
1692. The fiather was a carpenter and miller, who ' 
afterwards removed to Groton, and lived about a 
quarter of a mile northerly of Wattle's Pond, on the 
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left-hand side of the road to Hollis. He is supposed 
to have died about the year 1709. Afler the fight 
the son was known as ''Paugus John/' and bore that 
name through life. He owned a mill, situated near 
Brown Loaf, on a small stream formed by the con- 
fluence of Martin's Pond Brook and another, now 
called Paugus Brook. 

His death took place about the year 1750, though 
no record of it if» found. The nppniinal of his estate 
was made on March 31, 1756, according to papers on 
file in the Middlesex Probate Office at East Cam- 
bridge. 

If ever young Paugus came to Groton in order to 
avenge liis father's death, and it seems probable from 
tradition that he did, it was undoubtedly at this place, 
Furthermore, there is a de«p hole in Paugus Brook, 
known since the last century as Paugus Hole, where- 
in it is said that Chamberlain sunk the body of the 
Indian, after he had killed him. - A small elm stands 
on the south bank of the brook, very near the place. 

Many other tales about the Indians have come 
down by tradition, and some of them are probably 
true. The following story, told me by the late Charles 
Woolley, refers to Isaac Lakin, one of Lovewell's 
men: 

Lakin lived in a log-house near the Nashua River, 
in the north part of the town. The house had no 
glass windows, but had shutters instead, and a door 
that swung on wooden hinges. One day an Indian 
was seen lurking about the house, and hiding behind 
the stumps, apparently bent on mischief. Lakin 
seized his gun, and, standing at a crack in (he 
5 
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shutters, told his wife to swing the door so that it 
would creak on its hinges. Hearing the noise, and 
seeing the door open, the Indian sprang from behind 
a stump, and started for the house, when Lakin fired 
and shot him dead. Seeing no sign of other Indians, 
after dark he dug a hole and buried him. 

In the year 1744 war was again declared between 
England and France, called by the English colonists 
King George's War. Civilization had now pushed 
the belt of frontier towns far into the wilderness ; and 
Groton was no longer exposed to the assaults of the 
Indians, though at times threatened with danger. 
Her sons and soldiers, however, were still found 
during this period, on the outer rim of settlements, 
whenever and wherever their services were needed, 
either to extend the borders or to defend them. A 
military organization was kept up in the town, ready 
for emergencies here or > elsewhere in the neighbor- 
hood. 

The first settlement of Charlestown, N. H.—then 
known as No. 4, — was made in the year 1740, by three 
brothers, Samuel, David, and Stephen Farnsworth, 
natives of Groton ; and they were soon followed by 
Isaac Parker and his sons, and Obadiah Sawtell, also 
of this town. The Farns worths were leading men at 
Charlestown, and they distinguished themselves on 
several occasions in fights with the Indians. Samuel 
Farnsworth, Uie eldest brother, was killed in a 
skirmish, May 2, 1746. David was taken prisoner 
by a party of French Indians, April 20, 1757, and 
carried to Canada. He managCMl to escape, and 
reached home not a long time probably after his cap- 
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ture. Stephen, the youngest brother, had also his 
bitter experience with the enemy. He was captured 
April 19, 1746, and taken to Montreal, where he re- 
mained seventeen long months before he was ex- 
changed. His health was so broken down by the 
hardships of his captivity that he never fully regained 
it. He died September 6, 1771, leaving behind the 
reputation of a bravo man and a good citizen. 

Ebenezer Farnsworth, a native of Groton and a 
kinsman of the three brothers just mentioned, was 
capturiBd August 30, 1754, by tlie St. Francis Indians, 
at Charlestown. He was carried to Montreal and held 
a prisoner during three years. His ransom was paid 
in the summer of 1755, but he was not then set at 
liberty. Mrs. Susan ua Johnson and her sister, Miriam 
Willard, were taken at the same time. They were 
both daughters of Moses Willard, who had formerly 
lived in the south part of this town. A full account of 
the affair is given in ** A Narrative of the Captivity 
of Mrs. Johnson," published at Walpole, New Hamp- 
shire, in 1790. Two years later, on June 18, 1756, 
Moses Willard, the father, was killed by the Indians, 
at Charlestown ; and in the same attack his son, 
Moses, Jr., had a narrow escape from death by the 
hands of the savages, being severely wounded at the 
time. 

Lieutenant Isaac Parker was taken by the In- 
dians at the same time with Stephen Farnsworth, 
and remained in captivity until the following winter, 
when he was returned to Boston under a flag of 
truce. 

TheSawtell family is also largely represented in 
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Gharleitowiii where the name is now spelled Sartwell. 
It is a numerous family in that town, and they sprang 
from the early settler, Obadiah, who went from 
Groton. He, too, had a sad experience in savage 
warfare, and once was captured by the Indians. He 
was taken by them on May 24, 1746, and remained a 
prisoner until August 20, 1747. He finally met his 
death at their hands on June 17, 1749, being attacked 
while ploughing in his corn-field, unsuspicious of any 
danger. 

Charles Holden, Isaac Holden and Seth Walker, 
natives of Groton, were early settlera and proprietors 
of Gharlestown. Moses Wheeler was another pioneer 
and a distinguished soldier, taking part in some of 
the fiercest encounters of the French and Indian 
War. He was a large man and noted for his strength. 
He was called by the Indians " the strong man." 
Moses Willard, Isaac Farwell and Micha Fuller, other 
settlers, were also from this town. Eleazer Priest, 
son of Joseph Priest, of Groton, and a soldier, was 
captured by the Indians, on March 15, 1748, at 
Charlestown, and died at Louisburg, Nova Scotia, in 
September of that year, while on his way home. 

The earliest minister of Groton was the Reverend 
John Miller, who graduated at Gonvil and Gains Col- 
lege, Cambridge, England, in the year 1627, and came 
to this country in 1637. For a short time he lived in 
Roxbury, where he was one of the elders in Eliot*s 
church. From the year 1639 to 1641, and perhaps 
later, he was settled in the ministry at Rowley as as- 
sistant to the R,everend Ezekiel Rogers ; and during 
this period he filled the ofilce of town clerk. He was 
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made a freeman of Massachusetts on May 22, 1639. In 
the autumn of 1641 he was waited on by messengers from 
Woburn, who desired his services for their church : 
but they found " Mr. Roggers loth to part with him.'* 
Johnson, in his " Wonder- Working Providence of 
Sion's Saviour, in New England," refers to him both 
in prose and verse. The following is a specimen of 
the poetry : — 

" With courage bold Miller through Seta doth venter^ 
To Toyl it out in tlie gr^al Weilern usut^ 
llig nttitnre htr one ohjeel high doth center; 
Higher thnu Jleacen thg/aUh on ChiUUplacH: ** 

— Oliap. XI., p. 131. 

From liowlcy Mr. Miller removed to Yarmouth, 
where he was settled as a preacher, though the date of 
his removal to that town is not recorded. Nor is it 
known exactly when he came to Groton, but probably 
at some time during 1G62, as in that year the town 
voted to build a house for the minister. On March 
18, 1(503, a vote was passed asking him " to continue 
still with vs for our further edit]cat[ion]," which 
shows that he was preaching at that date; but in three 
short months his labors ceased and he went to take 
his rewnrd. In the first return of deaths, made by 
the town clerk of Groton to the recorder of the 
county, it says: — 

** M'. Jii". Miller, minister of Gods holy word died. 
June 12^'* 16G3." 

The second minister of Groton was the Reverend 
Samuel Willard, a son of Major Simon and Mary 
(Sharpe) Willard, and born at Concord, on January 
31, 1G39-10. IFe graduated at Harvard College in 
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the class of 1659, and was the only member who 
took his second degree. He began to preach at Gro- 
ton probably late in the year 1662, or early in 1668. 
In the latter year, on the 2l8t of June, it was voted 
''that M'. Willard if he accept of it shall be 
their minester as long as he lines w^ M'. Willard ac- 
cepts Except a manifest providonc of Qod upeiirs to 
take him oiT." 

Mr. Willard was a scholar and writer of consider- 
able note in his day, and oven now would be con- 
sidered such. But little is known of his early history ; 
and no church-record during his ministry at Groton 
is extant. ' doming here in tlie vigor of young man- 
hood, at the age of twenty-thrco, — if we may judge 
him from the high position he aftenvard attained, — it 
is fair to assume that ho exerted u strong influence in 
this neighborhood. It is probable that his early ex- 
periences on the outer rim of civilization fitted him 
for the places of honor and dignity that he was subse- 
quently called upon to fill. A few weeks afier his 
settlement he married Abigail, a daughter of John 
Sherman, minister of Watertown; and, after her 
death, he married, as his second wife, Eunice, daughter 
of Edward Tyng. He had a large family of children, 
of whom five were born in this town. One of his 
great-grandsons, Robert Treat Pkiue, was a signer of 
the Declaration of Independence. 

In the year 1673, Mr. Willurd ])ub]ished a volume 
of sermons entitled, '' Useful JuHtructions for u pro- 
fessing People in Times of great Security and Degen- 
eracy: delivered in several Sermons on Solemn 
Occasions." 
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It consists of three sennons, of which one was 
preached on the occasion of a ckse of witchcraft which 
occurred in Qroton. It is evident, from a reference in 
the sermon, that the fame or notoriety of tlie case had 
spread far from this town. Mr. Willard says : " There 
is a voice in it to the whole Laud, but in a more es* 
pecial manner to poor Qroton; it is not a Judgement 
afar off, but it is near us, yea among us.'' 

The book is inscribed, " To his Beloved Friends the 
Inhabitants of Groton." Lilce all the publications of 
that time, it is purely theological, and contains 
nothing now of particular interest. If he had given 
us even a few lines of town history, it would be almost 
invaluable. We look in vain through its pages for any 
thing that throws light on the manners and customs 
of the early settlers. We do find, however, the modes 
and habits of thought that were prevalent in those 
days ; and with these we must be content, for the ser- 
mons furnish nothing more. 

A ftcr the town was burned by the Indians in the 
spring of 1070 and the settlement deserted, Mr. Wil- 
lard became the pastor of the Old South Church in 
Boston, where he died on September 12, 1707. 

The third minister was the Reverend Gershom Ho- 
bart, a son of the Reverend Peter Hobart, of Hing- 
ham, and a graduate of Harvard College in the class 
of 1007. In the early spring of 1078, just two years 
after the attack on the town, the old settlers returned 
to their former houses ; and Mr. Hobart accompanied 
them, or soon followed. He was not ordained, how- 
ever, until November 20, 1079 ; and soon afterward 
troubles between the people and the preacher began 
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to spring up. There was the usual controversy about 
the site of the new meeting-house, which is not pecu- 
liar to this town or to that period, but is common to- 
day here and elsewhere ; and there was a dispute over 
the minister's salary. Mr. Hobart's pastorate was 
anything but happy and harmonious, and he appears 
to have left Groton about 1690. The records of this 
period are very meagre, but contain brief allusions to 
his absence. During the next two years there was 
no settled minister of the town, though the inhabit- 
ants were not without stated preaching. The Reverend 
John Hancock filled the pulpit for several months 
and received a call to become the minister, which 
was declined. He was the grandfather of John Han- 
cock, Governor of the Commonwealth and signer of 
the Declaration of Independence. 

The fourth minister was the Reverend Samuel Car- 
ter, who came on an invitation given by the town, on 
October 21, 1692. It is evident, from the scanty records, 
that he accepted the call and remained with his peo- 
ple until the time of his death, which took place in 
the autumn of 1693. According to papers on file in 
the Middlesex Probate Office at East Cambridge, ad- 
ministration on his estate was granted on October 
80th of that year. Mr. Carter was the eldest son of 
Thomas Carter, first minister of Woburn, and born 
on August 8, 1640. He graduated at Harvard Col- 
lege in the class of 1660, and, before coming to Qro- 
ton, had been preaching at Lancaster for a consider- 
able length 'of time. He was followed in time by 
Qershom Hobart, who became the fifth minister as 
well as the third, in the order of settlement. Mr. 
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Hobnrt came back to his former parish in the autumn 
of 1693, but it is not now known how the reconcilia- 
tion was brought about between him and the town, 
as the church records of that period are lost ; perhaps 
t was throu gh an ecclesiastical council. He contin- 
ued to preach here until about the end of the year 
1704, when he gave up his cJiarge. His dwelling 
stood on the site of the present Baptist meeting- 
house, and, at one time during the Indian wars, was 
used as a garrison- ly>use. On July 27, 1G94, it was 
captured by the savages, when one of Mr. Hobart's 
children was killed, and another, Gershom, Jr., a lad 
eight or ten years old, was carried off a prisoner 
and held in captivity during nearly a year. Mr. Ho- 
bart, the father, died at Groton on December 19, 
1706. 

During the year 1705 the pulpit appears to have 
been filled by John Odly, as the records have it, and 
probably the same as John Odlin, a native of Boston 
and a graduate of Harvard College in the class of 1702. 
On July 3, 1706, he received a call to be the "town's 
minister and the church's officer,*' which was not ac- 
cepted. 

The fifth minister was the Reverend Dudley Brad- 
street, a son of Dudley Bradstreet, of Andover, and 
a grandson of Governor Simon Bradstreet. He was 
born at Andover on April 27, 1678, and a graduate of 
Harvard College in the class of 1698. Ho was IhiD 
first master of the grammar school in his native town, 
where ho was teaching as early as the yoar 1704, and 
perhaps earlier. 

It is highly probable that he was connected with 
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this scliool when he received his invitation to come 
to Groton. On May 4, 1704, he was married to Mary 
Wainwright, and they had three sons, and perhaps 
other children. Mr. Bradstreet was preaching here 
as early as March, 170G, but was not ordained until 
November 27th of that year. Under a vote of May 8, * 
1706, a house '' of 88 foot long and 18 foot wide" was 
built for the minister, which is still standing, and in 
a state of good preservation. It is situated on the 
east side of Hollis Street, and th% present measure- 
ments conform very nearly to the dimensions given 
in the records. 

In the summer of 1712 Mr. Bradstreet was dismissed 
from his charge in this town, presumably for his 
Episcopal tendencies ; and soon afterward he went 
to England to apply for orders in the Anglican 
Church. It appears from a copy of the original docu- 
ment in Latin, made in a maauscript volume, (page 
90), by President John Leverett now deposited 
among the archives of Harvard University in the 
College Library, that he was ordained a deacon by 
the Bishop of Loudon, on April 18, 1714, and a priest 
one week later, on April 25th. He died of small-pox 
during the next month, only two or three weeks after 
receiving priestly orders ; and tidings of his death 
reached this country in the following sUmmor. 

The sixth minister was* the Reverend Caleb Trow- 
bridge, a son of Deacon James Trowbridge, of New- 
ton. He was born on November 17, 1G92, and grad- 
uated at Harvard College in the class of 1710. On 
March 10, 1715, he was married, first, to Sarah Oliver, 
of Newton; and on September 18, 1718, to Hannah 
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Walter, of Roxbury. Mr. Trowbridge was blessed 
with a family of nine children, and until ri&cently 
some of his descendants were living at Groton. He 
died on September 9, 1760, and lies buried in the old 
burying-ground, where the inscription on a slab of 
slate laid over his grave makes a just statement of his 
religious and social character. 

The seventh minister was the Reverend Samuel 
Dana, son of William Dana, and born in that part of 
Cambridge which is now Brighton, on January 14, 
1788-39. He was a graduate of Harvard College in 
the class of 1755, and ordained in the ministry at 
Groton on June 3, 1761. No articles of faith or 
church covenant appear on the church records until 
the period of his settlement. On May 6, 1762, he 
was married to Anna Kcnrick, of Newton; and they 
had five children borfi at Groton. His pastorate 
appears to have been harmonious until the political 
troubles of the Revolution began to crop out, when a 
sermon preached by him in the early spring of 1775 
gave great odence to his puriHh. Mr. Dana's sympa- 
thies were with the Crown, while those of the people 
were equally strong on the other side; and the ex- 
citement over the matter ran so high that he was 
compelled to give up his charge. After his dismissal 
from the town and church he remained at Groton 
during some years, preaching for a year and a half to 
a Presbyterian society, then recently organized ; and 
later he removed to Amherst, New Hampshire, 
where he died on April 2, 1798. 

The eighth minister was the Reverend Daniel 
Chaplin, a son of Jonathan Chaplin, of Rowley, 
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where he was born Qn December 80, 1748. He grad- 
uated at Harvard College in the class of 1772, and 
studied theology under the tuition of the Reverend 
Samuel Haven, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. He 
was ordained at Groton on January 1, 1778, when he 
became pastor of the First Parish, and he continued 
to hold this relation until the time of his death, on 
April 8, 1831, being the last minister settled by the 
town. The degree of D.D. was conferred upon him 
by his Alma Mater in the year 1817. On June 24, 1779, 
he was married to Susanna, eldest daughter of the 
Honorable James and Susanna (Lawrence) Prescott, 
of Qroton. After. their marriage they lived for awhile 
in the house built by Colonel William Lawrence, who 
was Mrs. Chaplin's grandfather. It was situated on 
the north corner of lAIain and Court Streets, lat- 
terly the site of Liberty ilall, which was burned 
on March 31, 1878; and subsequently they removed 
to the dwelling built by Major William Swan, and 
situated on School Street, north of the burying- 
ground. 

Dr. Chaplin's youngest daughter, Mrs. Sarah 
(Chaplin) E.ockwood, died in Cortland, Cortland 
County, New York, on November 20, 1889, at the re- 
markable age of 104 years and eighteen days. 

The ninth minister was the Reverend Charles Rob- 
inson, the eldest son of Ciilcb Robinson, of Exeter, 
New Hampshire, where he was born on July 25, 
1793. He graduated at Harvard College in. the class 
of 1818, and was ordained over the Unitarian Church 
at Eastport, Maine, where he remained two years and 
a half. Mr. Robinson was installed at Groton on No- 
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vember 1, 1826, and resigned his charge in October, 
1838. He was afterward settled at Med field and at 
Peterborough, New Hampshire, but in the year 1860 
he returned to Groton, where he resided until his 
death, on April 9, 1862. During his residence here 
he was married, on July 3, 1827, to Jane, only daugh- 
ter of the Honorable Stuart John Park, of Groton, 
who died on March 23, 1828 ; and subsequently to 
three other wives. 

The tenth minister was the Rev. George Wads- 
worth Wells, sonof Scth and Hannah (Doane) Wells, 
of Boston, where he was born on October 17, 1804. 
He graduated at Ilarvurd College in the class of 
1823, and then pursued his theological studies at the 
Harvard Divinity School. For a while he preached 
in Boston and Baltimore, and, on October 24, 1827, 
was ordained at Kcnnebunk, Maine, ns colleague pas- 
tor of the first Congregational Church in that town, 
where he remained during eleven years. On Novem- 
ber 21, 1838, Mr. Wells was installed over the First 
Parish in Groton, where he preached with great ac- 
ceptance and succes3 until his death, which took 
place on March 17, 1843. The last time that he of- 
ficiated in the pulpit was on Sunday, February 6th of 
that year. He was married on May 30, 1833, to 
Lucia Gardner, daughter of John Fairfield, of Bos- 
ton. Just before graduation at college, his middle 
name was inserted by an Act of the Legislature, on 
June 14, 1823. 

The eleventh minister was the Reverend Joseph 
Couch Smith, a native of Waltham, where he was 
born on July 18, 1819. He graduated at Bowdoin 
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(College in the class of 1838, and subsequently passed 
two years at the Andover Theological Seminary. On 
October 11, 1842, he wa» ordained in Portland as an 
Evangelist. After Mr. Wells's death he came to Gro- 
ton, and was installed on July 12, 1843. Here he re- 
mained during eight years, working diligently and 
faithfully in the cause of his Master, to which he had 
devoted his life. Finally the loss of his health com- 
pelled him. to ask a dismission, and his relations to 
the society ceased in August, 1851. After passing 
six or eight months in foreign travel, and returning 
home much invigorated^ he was called to the Ghan- 
ning Congregational Church, at Newton. Here he 
preached for four years, when his physical infirmi- 
ties again compelled him to seek retirement from his 
cares and labors ; and he sailed for the Sandwich Isl- 
ands in the hope that he would still be able to act as 
an agent of the American Unitarian Association, but 
in this he was disappointed. Afler a rapid decline 
he died at Honolulu, of consumption, on December, 
29, 1867. 

Mr. Smith was twice married,— first, on August 31, 
1843, to Augusta Hepsibah, daughter of Ivory and 
Louisa (McCulloch) Lord, of Kennebunk, Maine; 
and secondly, on December 8, 1846, to Margaret Ann, 
daughter of Qeorge and Margaret (Shattuck) Brig- 
ham, of Qroton. His first wife died at Qroton, on 
June 20, 1844, and his widow in Lowell, on March 
31, 1864. 

The twelfth minister was the Rev. Crawford Night- 
ingale, a son of Samuel and Elizabeth Kinnicut, 
(Thompson) Nightingale, and born in Providencef 
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R. Lf on November 8, 1816. He graduated at Brown 
Univerpity in the class of 1884, and at the Harvard 
Divinity School in 1888, and was ordained as an 
Evangelist, in Providence, on November 7, 1888. He 
was married, on May 13, 1840, to Mary Hoyt, daugh- 
ter of Williiim Henry and Frances Wiswall (Hum- 
phrey) Williams, of Athol. Mr. Nightingale was 
settled over the parish on January 26, 1853, and 
received his dismissal on September 1, 1866, though 
he continued to be a resident of the town until the 
year 1875. Before coming here he held a pastorate 
at Chicopee, and had previously acted as a mission- 
ary in Toledo, O., and in Chicago. He has now re- 
tired from the laborious duties of his profession, 
though he preaches occasionally, and is living at 
Dorchester. 

The thirteenth minister was the Rev. George Mc- 
Kean Folsom, a son of Charles and Susanna Sarah 
(McKean) Folsom, and born in Cambridge on Feb- 
ruary 0, 1837. Uo graduated at Harvard College in 
the class of 1857, and at the Harvard Divinity School 
in 186G. Ho was ordained at Groton on December 
12, 1866, and married, on January 8, 1867, to Susan 
Cabot, daughter of Charles, Jr., and Susan (Cabot) 
Jackson, of Boston. In April, 1869, he left Groton 
and removed to Dedham, where he was installed 
over another parish. He died in Boston on May 20, 
1882, and his wife at Dedham on June 27, 1871. An 
only child, a daughter, born at Groton on November 
16, 1867, survives the parents. 

The fourteenth minister was the Rev. John Martin 
Luther Babcock, a son of James Babcock, of Ando- 
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ver, Me., where he was born on September 29, 1822. 
His father's family removed to Ik>stou in tlie year 
1825, where he remained until 1846. In early life he 
studied for the Baptist ministry, and joined the cleri- 
cal profession in 1852, though he was not ordained 
until January, 1854. Jle held pastorates at dlHercnt 
towns in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont, but 
later he changed his denominational relations and 
entered the Unitarian pulpit, being settled at Lancas- 
ter, N. H., before coming to this town. He was in- 
stalled over the First Parish on April 26, 1871, though 
he had been preaching here since December 1, 1870, 
and received his dismission on August 81, 1874, 
though he continued to fill the pulpit until April. 1, 
1875. Since leaving Grotoii he has given up the 
profession. On November 30, 1843, he was married 
(first) to Martha Day Ayer, of Plaistow, N. H., who 
died on January 26, 1846 ; and, secondly, on April 5, 
1849, to Miriam Olement Tewksbury, of Wilmot, who 
died at New Hampton, N. H., on September 22, 1888. 
The fifteenth minister was the Rev. Joshua Young, 
a son of Aaron and Mary (Coburn) Young, and born 
at Pittston, Me., on September 29, 1823. He gradu- 
ated at Bowdoin GoUe^ce in the class of 1845, and at 
the Harvard Divinity School in 1848. He was mar- 
ried, on February 14, 1849, to Mary Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of Dr. Sylvanusand Mary Bell (Warland) Plymp- 
ton, of Cambridge. Mr. Young was settled in Gro- 
ton at the beginning of 1875, and still continues to 
be the minister of the parish. Before coming to this 
town he had held pastorates in Burlington, Vt, and 
in Hingham and Fall Hiver. On commencement, 
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June 26, 1890, he received the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Divinity from his Alma Mater, 

The formation of a second church in Groton dates 
baclc to the pummer of 1825, when the venerable Dr. 
Chaplin, enfeebled by age, became so infirm that he 
required the help of an assistant. At that time he 
was well past eighty years, and the powers of a vig- 
orous manhood were beginning to fail him. On Sun- 
day nftornoon, July 10, 1825, a very hot day, Dr. 
Chaplin, near the end of his sermon, fainted in his 
pulpit; and soon afler the question of settling a col- 
league pastor came up. This matter gave rise to 
much controversy and discussion, and resulted in a 
division of the old parish into two societies. 

It happened during a period when throughout 
the Commonwealth many of the Congregational 
Churches were undergoing great changes in their 
creed, and were forming new lines of theological be- 
lief. Few persons of the present day are aware of the 
bitter animosity that prevailed in New England at 
that time, when these churches were torn asunder by 
internal dissensions, and of the sectarian feeling that 
followed the division of the parislie9. At the begin- 
ning of the troubles the Reverend John Todd,agrad- 
u.ate of the Andover Theological Seminary in the class 
of 1825, had received a call to become a colleague pas- 
tor with Rev. Dr. Chaplin, but which, owing to cer- 
tain informalities, was never recognized by the town, 
and over his settlement the main controversy had 
arisen. The second society, made up of those who 
had now separated from the First Parish, was duly 
organized and a house of worship built, which was 
6 



82 QROTON. 

dedicated to the service of Qod on January 8, 1827, 
and at the same time Mr. Todd was ordained in the 
ministry. He remained as pastor of this society, 
which became known as the Union Congregational 
Church, until January 8, 1838, when he was dismissed 
at his own request. 

The Reverend John Todd was the eldest child of 
Dr. Timothy and Fhebe (Bud) Todd, and born in 
Rutland, Vt., on October 9, 1800. He graduated at 
Yale College in the class of 1822, and then entered 
the Theological Seminary at Andover. On March 11, 
1827, he was married to Mary Skinner, daughter of 
the Reverend Joab Brace, of Newington, Conn., who 
died at Fittsfield on April 29, 1889. After leaving 
Groton, Dr. Todd held pastorates at Northampton, 
Philadelphia and Fittsfield, where he died on August 
24, 1878, after an illness of three months. In the year 
1845 the degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred 
upon him by Williams College. He was the author 
of more than thirty volumes, besides many sermons 
and pamphlets, including among them '*The Stu- 
dent's Manual," a work which has exerted a wide in- 
fluence on the young men of tlie country. 

The second minister of the Union Church was the 
Reverend Charles Baker Kittredge, a son of Josiah 
and Mary (Baker) Kittredge, and born at Mount Ver- 
non, N. H., on .Tuly 4, 1806. He graduated at Dart- 
mouth College in the class of 1828, and at the Ando- 
ver Theological Seminary in 1832. He was ordained 
at Groton on October 15, 1883, but the time of his 
ministry here was short, as he was dismissed on 
August 81, 1835. After leaving this town he was set- 
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tied over various parishes in different places, and died 
at Westborough on November 25, 1884. Mr. Kit- 
tredge was married, on July 9, 1830, to Sarah, daugh- 
ter of Charles and Susanna (Bayliss) Brigham, of 
Qrafkon, who died on March 26, 1871. 

The third minister was the Reverend Dudley 
Phelps, a native of Hebron, Conn., where he was 
born on January 25, 1798, and a graduate of Yale 
College in the class of 1823, and of the Andover The- 
ological Seminary in 1827. He was ordained at 
Haverhill on January 9, 1828, where he remained 
until the year 1833, and during 1834 and 1835 was 
the editor of the Salem Landmark, Mr. Phelps was 
installed at Groton on October 19, 183G, where he 
continued as pastor of the church until his death, 
which took place on September 24, 1849. He was 
the father of the late Hon. Benjamin Kinsman Phelps, 
district attorney of New York, an only child by the 
first wife, who was Ann Kinsman, of Portland, Me. 
The Rccond wife was Lucretia, daughter of the Hon. 
Benjamin Mark and Lucretia (Gardner) Farley, of 
Hollis, N. H., and of Groton, to whom he was mar- 
ried on October 12, 1837. 

The fourth minister was the Reverend Edwin 
Adolphus Bulkley, a son of Erastus and Mary (Wal- 
bridge) Bulkley, and born in Charleston, S. C, on 
January 25, 182G. He graduated at Yale College In 
the class of 1844, and at the Union Theological Sem- 
inary in 1848, and was married, on September 28, 
1848, at Huntington, Long Island, N. Y., to Cath- 
arine Fredrica, daughter of Daniel and Catharine 
Fredrica (Kunze) Oakley. Mr. Bulkley was installed 
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over the society on September 18, 1850, and diauiiased 
on January 10, 1864. Before coming to Groton he 
was settled at Geneva, N. Y., and on leaving this 
town he went to Flattsburg. At the present time he 
has charge of a Presbyterian Church at Rutherford, 
N. J. He has been blessed with eight children, of 
whom three survive, and five of the eight were born 
at Groton. In the year 1868 the degree of D.D. was 
conferred upon him by the University of Vermont. 

The fifth minister was the Reverend William 
Wheeler Parker, a son of Ebenezer and Hannah 
Brooks (Merriam) Parker, and born at Princeton on 
March 2, 1824. He grudutUod at the Andovor Theo- 
logical Seminary in 1858, and on August 24th, of that 
year, he was married at Holdcn to Emily, daughter of 
Joel and Diodamia Walker. Mr. Parker was in- 
stalled at Groton on May 16, 1865, and dismissed at 
his own request on August 25, 1868. Since leaving 
this town he has lived in several places, but is now 
residing at Harwich Port. 

The sixth minister was the Reverend Jeremiah 
Knight Aid rich, a son of Nehemiah Knight and 
Sarah Bowen (Branch) Aldrich, and born in Provi- 
dence, R. I., on May 20, 1826. He became a licen- 
tiate after an examination before the Windham 
Oounty (Connecticut) Association of Congregational 
Ministers, on June 4, 1862, and was ordained at Cen- 
tral Village, Plainfield, in that State, on February 17, 
1863. He was settled at Groton on June 1, 1870, and 
dismissed at his own request on May 18, 1873. Mr. 
Aldrich was married, on June 3, 1848, in Providence, 
R. T., to Sarah Hamer, of Taunton. 
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The seventh iniiiiBter was the Reverend Benjamiu 
Adams Robie, a son of ThomRS Sargent and Clarissa 
(Adams) llobie, and born at Gorbam, Maine, on Sep- 
tember 9, 1836. He graduated at the Bangor Theo- 
logical Seminary in the class of 1865, and was mar- 
ried on July 6, 1869, at Vassalborough, to Lucy 
Hedge Wiggin, of that town. He was settled as 
pastor-elect on April 1, 1874, and resigned on April 
1, 1884. 

The eighth minister was the Reverend George 
Austin Pel ton, a son of Asa Carter and Ophelia 
(Austin) Pelton, and born at Stockbridge, on April 
15, 1883. He graduated at Yale College in the class 
of 1861, and at Andover Theological Seminary in 
1864. He was licensed to preach by the Essex South 
Association in February, 18(24, and ordained *'to the 
work of the Gospel ministry ** without installation, at 
Franklin, on August 9, 1865. Mr. Pelton was mar- 
ried in New Haven, Conn., on April 27, 1864, to 
Catharine Sarah, daughter of Seth Warner and Cath- 
erine Post Brown son. He was settled as past<»r-elect 
on May 15, 1884, and resigned on May 15, 1886. 

The ninth minister was the Reverend John Bar- 
stow, a son of Ezekiel Hale and Eunice (Clark) Bar- 
stow, and born at Newton Centre on February 16, 
1857. He graduated at Dartmouth College in the 
class of 1883, and at the Andover Theological Sem- 
inary in 1887. He began his labors at Groton on 
April 1, 1887, and was ordained and installed on June 
29th, of the same year. Mr. Barstow was married at 
Wethersfield, on July 5, 1887, to Mary Wellcr Wol- 
cott, of that town. He was dismissed at his own re- 
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quest on Beptember 12, 1889, and is now settled over 
a society at Glastonbury, Oonn. At one time his 
father was the principal of Lawrence Academy. 

The tenth minister is the Reverend Edward I^eds 
Oulick, the present pastor. ]fe is u son of the liev- 
erend Luther Halsey and Louisa (Lewis) Oulick, and 
born in Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, on March 21, 
1862. He graduated at Dartmouth College in the 
class of 1883, and at the Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, in 1887. He began his labors on October 
27, 1889, and was ordained on December 23d of the 
same year. 

A Baptist Society was organized on December 5, 
1832, and the Rev. Amasa SanderHon was the first 
minister. Captain Josiah Clark, one of the members, 
generously gave them the use of a commodious hall 
in the third story of a house at the south corner of 
Main Street and Broad Meadow Road. In the year 
1841 the society erected a meeting-house on the spot 
where the Rev. Mr. Hobart*s dwelling stood, which 
was a garrison-house in the summer of 1694. 

Mr. Sanderson was a native of Oardner, Mass., 
wheic he was born on April 16, 1796. He was married, 
first, at Weston, in 1822, to Abigail Rand, who died 
on January 3, 1867 ; and, secondly, at Nashua, New 
Hami)shire, in July, 1867, to Mrs. Mary Rebecca 
(Batchelder) Woodbury, widow of Seth Woodbury. 
Mr. Sanderson supplied the pulpit until May, 1843, 
when from feeble health he resigned his charge. He 
died in Nashua, New Ilampfiliire, on June 1, 1977, 
and buried at Ayer. 

The Rev. Alfred Pinney, of Auburn, New York, 
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was the second minister, and had charge of the society 
from August, 1843, to August, 1844. He is a son of 
Joshua Lnsselle and Mary (Lake) Pinney, and 
horn at Middlefield, Otsego County, New York, 
on October 15, 1812. In early life he studied the 
profession of medicine, which he practised for a 
while, but soon afterward gave up in Qrder to enter 
the ministry. He began a course of study in the 
academic department of Madison University at Ham- 
ilton, New York, with a view to graduate from the 
college and the Theological Seminary, but owing to 
trouble with his eyes he was compelled to abandon 
the plan. On June 8, 1841, Mr. Pinney was married 
in Troy, New York, to Olivia Marcia Brownell ; and 
he is now living at No. 95 Madison Street, Brooklyn. 

The Rev. Lewis Holmes, a native of Plymouth, was 
the third minintcr. . Born on April 12, 1813, he grad- 
uated at Waterville College (now Colby University) 
in the class of 1840. He was settled at Groton in 
May, 1845, and remained until May, 1849. Mr. 
Holmes was settled over various societies in Massachu- 
setts, and died at Plymouth on May 24, 1887. 

The Rev. John Allen was the fourth minister, and 
his pastorate extended from June, 1849, to September, 
1853. He was born at Mansfield on March 27, 1792, 
and died at East Providence Centre, Rhode Island, on 
November 28, 1882. He was married, first, in the 
year 1810, at Easton, to Sally Bouney ; and secondly, 
on April 22, 185G, in Boston, to Mrs. Anna (Carpenter) 
Carpenter, <laiiglitcr of Caleb Carpenter, and a native 
of Rehoboth. His father's name was Joseph Allen. 

The Rev. George Everett Tucker was the fiflh min- 



88 GUOTON. 

ister, and his service began in November, 1853, and 
lasted until June, 1857. Born at Canton on February 
29, 1820, he fitted for college at Pierce Academy, of 
Middleborough and graduated at Brown University 
in the class of 1842. He has held pastorates at var- 
ious places in Bhode Island and Maine, and died at 
Dedham on October 24, 1888, while on a visit, though 
his home was at Brunswick, Maine. 

The Rev. Lucius Edwin Smith was the sixth min- 
ister, and served the society from December, 1857 to 
September, 18G5. Mr. Smith is a native of Williams- 
town, where he was born on January 29, 1822, and a 
graduate of Williams College in the class of 1843. 
He first studied law in his native town and was ad- 
mitted to the bar in the year 1845 ; afterward studied 
divinity and graduated at tho Newton Theological 
Seminary in 1857. His editorial, services have been 
extensive, and he is now associate editor of the 
Watchman (Boston). The degree of D.D. was con- 
ferred upon him by his Alma Mater in 1869. 

The Bev. Oliver Ayer was the seventh minister, and 
had charge of the society from April, 1800, till March 
29, 1874. He is a son of Daniel and Nancy (Day) 
Ayers, and was born at Plaistow, New Hampshire, on 
August 2, 1810. He graduated at Brown University 
in the class of 1834, in the same class with the Rev. 
Crawford Nightingale, of Groton, and immediately 
after graduation became the principal of Rockingham 
Academy at Hampton Falls, New Hampshire. In 
the year 1837 he was ordained at T^ittlcton, Aliuwachu* 
setts, where he was the pastor of the Baptist Church 
until 1843, and then, after a settlement at Dover, 
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Claremont and Deerfield, all in the State of New 
Hampshire, he came to Qroton in the spring of 1866. 

Afler leaving his town he was settled for six years 
over a society at North Oxford, since which time he 
has heen living in Providence, with no pastoral charge. 
Mr. Ayer was married, first, on November 6, 1835, 
to Caroline Fersis, daughter of William and Elizabeth 
(How) Garland, of Portsmouth, who died on Sep- 
tember 23, 1867 ; and, secondly, on September 16, 
1862, to Susan French Sargent, of Lebanon, New 
Hampshire. 

The Eeverend Benjamin Franklin Lawrence was 
the eighth minister, and settled over the society from 
July, 1874, to August, 1880. He graduated at Colby 
University in the class of 1858, and studied at the 
Newton Theological Institution during the years 
1850 and 18G0. He has had charge of various 
parishes in New England, and is now at East JefTer- 
Hon, Maine. 

The Reverend Herman Franklin Titus served the 
church from December, 1880, to February, 1881, with- 
out settlement. He is a son of Moses and Sophronia 
(Patch) Titus, former residents of the town. 

The Reverend Thomas Herbert Goodwin was the 
ninth minister, and settled over the society from 
October, 1881, to January, 1884. He is a son of 
Benjamin and Lucy Adams (Mixer) Goodwin, and 
born in Manchester, New Hampshire, on July 4,1847. 
He was married, on March 23, 1871, at New London, 
New Hampshire, to Arviila Olive Pattee, and is now 
living at North Hanover. 

The Reverend Frank Curtis Whitney was the tenth 
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minister, and settled over the church from August 1, 
1884, to October 1, 1889. When he left the society he 
went to Minnesota. 

The Beverend Samuel Bastin Nobbs, the present 
pastor, is the eleventh minister, and took charge of 
the congregation on December 1, 1889. He is a son 
of James and Eliza (Haynes) Nobbs, and born at 
Charlton Kings, Gloucestershire, England, on July 1, 
1862. After a short residence in Australia he joined 
his parents in their removal from England to New 
York in September, 1881. Receiving his preparatory 
education at Gloucester, England, he entered the 
Theological Seminary at Hamilton, New York, in the 
year 1885, where he graduated in 1888. His first 
pastorate was at Newport, Vermont. Mr. Nobbs was 
married, on July 1, 1886, to Loue Maud Richardson, 
of Hamilton, New York. 

During the year 1885 a house of worship was built 
at West Groton, which was dedicated on October 7, 
according to the ritual of the Methodist Church. The 
Congregational, Baptist, and Episcopal Societies of the 
town were well represented on the occiision, and 
everybody seemed to feel that the new building was a 
benediction to the village. In the ** Life of John 
Todd " (page 181), written by his son, there is an early 
allusion to a chapel built during the winter of 1827, 
as follows : *' My friends are preparing me a pretty 
chapel over at this spot [West Groton], and as soon as 
it is finished I am to open a battery there." All 
recollection of this building among the inhabitants of 
the village has now passed away. 

During the first three years after the present church 
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was built, services therein were conducted under the 
auspices of the Methodist denomination, but since 
that period the society has made arrangements witli 
the Congregational minister at Groton to supply the 
pulpit, and he preaches on each Sunday afternoon. 

Services of the Episcopal Church were begun in 
connection with the Groton Schoo] at its opening in 
October, 1884. The parish is called St. John's Chapel 
of Groton School, and the sittinf^s in tlio churcli are 
free. The services are conducted by the head master, 
Reverend Endicott Peabody. The present chapel was 
built in the year 1887, and consecrated on January 8, 
1888, by the Bishop of the Diocese. 

Lawrence Academy.— During T,he early part of 
the year 1792 a voluntary association was formed at 
Groton, by certain people of the town and neighbor- 
hood, in order to establish an academy where a 
higher education could be obtained than was given 
at the district schools of that period. A subscription 
paper was circulated for the purpose of procuring 
funds to erect a suitable building. A subscription of 
five pounds currency was the smallest sura received 
from any person, and was denominated a share ; ten 
pounds was called two shares; and so on. On April 
27, 1792, the association organized by choosing trustees 
and the other customary ofliccrs; and from this as a 
beginning sprang the institution known formerly as 
Groton Academy, but now as Lawrence Academy. 
When it was first opened, in the spring of 1793, the 
exercises were held in the district school-house, on 
Farmers' Row. By a resolve of the Legislature, on 
Feb. 27, 1797, agrant of land was given totheacademy, 
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which consisted of half a township situated in Wash- 
ington County, District of Maine. It comes now in 
Hodgdon, Aroostook County, and lies on the eastern 
frontier of the State Just south of Houlton. 

Among the early friends and benefactors of the 
institution may be mentioned, — Benjamin Bancroft, 
Timothy Bigelow, James Brazer, Aaron Brown, Frau> 
cis Champney, Daniel Chaplin, Samuel Dana, Na- 
than Davis, Zechariah Fitch, Samuel Hemenway, 
Samuel Lawrence, Joshua Longley, Joseph Moors, 
William and Oliver Prescott, Sumucl Rock wood, 
William Swan aifd Sunidon W(mn1m. 

During the summer of 1841 the Aciideniy building 
was remodoleil for ihc first time and somewhat en- 
larged by an addition to the rear, at a cost of $2000, 
generously given for the purpose by Amos Lawrence, 
Esq., of Boston. The grounds also were improved, 
and a fence, consisting of stone posts and cluiins, 
placed in front of the yard, as well as on the south 
side, separating it from the Brazer estate. 

In the spring of 1844 William Lawrence, Esq., of 
Boston, an elder brother of Amos, gave the sum of 
$10,000 to be added to the permanent funds of the 
institution. In consequence of this liberal gift and 
other manifestations of their interest in the school, 
on the part of the two brothei*s, the trustees voted 
the annual meeting, on August 20, 1845, to petition 
the General Court to change the corporate name of 
the school to " The Lawrence Academy of Groton." 
At the next session of the Legislature the petition 
was duly presented and granted on February 28, 
1846. • 
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The benefactions of the Lawrence brothers did not 
cease witli the cliange of namo in the school. During 
the month of July, 184G, Amos Lawrence, Esq., 
bought the Brazer estate (so called), adjoining the 
Academy lot on the south, and formerly belonging to 
James Brazer, Esq., for the sum of $4400, and soon 
afterward conveyed it by deed to the trustees of 
Lawrence Academy. He also requested that all the 
buildings and fences on the place should be put in 
complete repair at his expense, which was accord- 
ingly done at a cost of more than $1200. During the 
next month William Lawrence, Esq., wrote to the 
trustees, offering to give $5000 to be used for the 
enlargement of the Academy building, for the erec- 
tion of a substantial stone and iron fence in front of 
the grounds, including the Dana and JUazer estates, 
and for the purchase of another bell for the school. 
The Daiui estate, adjoining the Academy lot on the 
north, had formerly belonged to the Hon. Samuel 
Dana, and was bouglit by the trustees in the sum- 
mer of 183G. With this sum, thus generously placed 
in their hands, the trustees, during the ensuing au- 
tumn, enlarged the Academy by an extension on its 
north side, and very soon afterward carried out his 
wishes in the other matters. At Mr. Lawrence's 
death, which occurred on October 14, 1848, he be- 
queathed the sum of $20,000 to the institution. 

Unfortunately, the main building of the Academy 
was burned to the ground on July 4, 18G8, and a 
structure of brick and stone erected on the same site, 
which was dedicated June 29, 1871. 

A celebration in connection with the history of 
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Lawrence Academy took place on July 12, 1864, 
when an address was delivered by the Rev. James 
Means, a former principal of the institution. It was 
a distinguished gathering, and known at that time 
as the ** Jubilee." A Aill account of the proceedings 
was afterward published, with a general catalogue of 
the school from its beginning. Another re-union was 
held on June 21, 1883, when a dinner was given in 
the Town Hall to the old pupils. The assemblage 
was not so large as the previous one, but quite as 
enthusiastic. The wish was generally expressed that 
the centennial anniversary of the school, which 
comes in the year 1898, should be duly celebrated. 
The proceedings on this occasion also were printed 
in a pamphlet form. 

During the early days of New England there was 
no distinct class of men following the profession of 
medicine, but the practice was taken up in connec- 
tion with some other culling. In every community 
either the minister or the schoolmaster or some 
skilled nurse was expected to act in cases of need, 
and, for the most part, such persons performed the 
duties now undertaken by the faculty. In the early 
part of 1672 the Rev. Samuel Willard wrote a long 
account of a case of witchcraft which befell Eliza- 
beth Knapp, of Groton, and he relates how the 
"Physitian'^ came to see her on November 5, 1671, 
when he gave his judgment on the case, or, in other 
words, made the diagnosis. It would be an interest- 
ing fact to know who was the doctor then practicing 
in the neighborhood, but this is now beyond the reach 
of historical inquiry. 
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The earliest physician in Qroton, mentioned by 
name, of whom I have found any trace, is Dr. Henry 
filasdelly who was impressed into the public service 
by Colonel Edmund Gofie. On May 28, 1725, he pe- 
titioned the General Coiirt that an allowance be 
made him for his professional services and for medi- 
cines furnished during the campaign of the previous 
autumn, while he was surgeon to the western forces. 
The amount of his bill was £26 14s, and the General 
Court allowed him £17 9«. 

Dr. Ezekiel Chnse, of Groton, wa^ married at New- 
bury, on May 20, 1729, to Priscilia Merrill, of that 
town. Sh& was a daughter of Nathan and Hannah 
(Kent) Merrill, and bom at Newbury, on October 16, 
1703. 

Dr. Benjamin Morse was n son of Dr. Benjamin 
and Abigail (Dudley) Morse, and born at Sutton on 
March 20, 1740. He was married, on November 27, 
1760, to Mary, daughter of Isaac and Sarah Barnard, 
also born at Sutton, on September 13, 1741; and 
while living in that town they had a family of six 
children. ^ 

Dr. Morse came to Groton probably during the 
Revolutionary period, and was a Representative to 
the General Court in the session of 1784, and several 
succeeding ones ; and he was also a delegate to the 
Convention for adopting the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, in the year 1788, where he opposed the 
adoption. He lived in the south part of the town, 
near the present village of Ayer; and the site of his 
house is laid down on the map of Groton, published 
in 1832. Ho died ou May 31, 1833, aged ninety-three 
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yean, and his widow, on December 16, 1885, aged 
ninety- four years. 

Dr. Ephraim Ware, a physician of Qroton, was 
married at Cambridge, on October 13, 1785, to Mrs. 
Abigail Qamage. He was' a native of Need ham, and 
born on January 14, 1725. His first wife was Martha, 
daughter of Josiah and Elizabeth Parker, of Qroton, 
where they were married on July 26, 1764. She was 
born on January 7, 1787, and died at Qroton on 
April 4, 1776. Aflcr their marrtHge they wont to 
Dedham to live, as the records of that town say: 
** The Selectmen on the 2d Day of Augt., 1765, gave 
Orders to Israel Everett, Constable, to warn Ephraim 
Ware, Martha Ware [and three others] to depart this 
Town in 14 Days, or give Security to indemnify the 
Town." Such orders were in accordance with an old 
practice, then common throughout the Province, which 
aimed to prevent the permanent settlement of families 
in towns where, they might become a public burden. 
Their two eldest children, both boys, were born at Ded- 
ham ; and three other children — a daughter, Sarah, 
and two sons, who both died in infanqir — were born 
at Qroton. Sarah, born on September 18, 1769, was 
married to Richard Sawtell, of Qroton, on March 10, 
1796. and died on March 23, 1851, having been the 
mother of nine children. 

Dr. Ephraim Woolson was practicing medicine 
at Qroton in the year 1766. He was a son of Isaac 
and Sibyl Woolson, and born at Weston on April 11, 
1740. He graduated at Harvard College in the class 
of 1760, and was married to Mary Richardson on July 
29, 1765. Dr. Woolson appears to have been living 
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at Weston just before liis residence at Groton, and in 
the year 1767 he bought land at Princeton, where six 
of his children were born. He was a justice of the 
peace, and is said to have died in the year 1802. 

Dr. Jonnihan Oovo was a son of John and Tabitha 
(Livermore) Gove, and born in that part of Weston 
which is now Lincoln, on August 22, 1746. He grad^- 
uated at Harvard College in the class of 1768^ and 
JBtudied medicine under the instruction of Dr. Oliver 
Prescott, of Groton. About the year 1770 he was mar- 
ried to Mary, daughter of Nathan and Mary (Patter- 
son) Hubbard, of this town, and here John and Lu- 
cinda, their two eldest children,were born and baptized. 
This son graduated at Dartmouth College in the class 
of 1793, studied law and died at Chillicothe, Ohio, in 
the year 1802. From Groton Dr. Gove removed to 
New Boston, New Hampshire, where three more 
children were born. His wife was born at Groton on 
January 9, 1748, and died at New Boston. He was 
hiarried, secondly, on January 6, 1791, to Polly Dow, 
who became the mother of three children. Dr. Gove 
subsequently removed to Goffstowu, New Hampshire, 
and died there on March 24, 1818. 

Dr. Samuel Far ns worth was the youngest child of 
Isaac and Anna (Green) Far ns worth, and born at 
Groton on September 29, 1767. He was married, on 
November 26, 1788, to Betsey, daughter of Captain 
Zachariah and Lydia (Tuck) Fitch, and they had a 
family of eight children, of whom two sons, Samuel 
and Benjamin Franklin, were graduates of Dartmouth 
College in the class of 1813. Dr. Farns worth subse- 
quently removed to Bridgeton, Maine, where he had a 
7 
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saccesBful career as a physician. His eldest child, 
Betsey, was boru at Qroton on July 2, 1789, and the 
next one, Samuel, at Bridgton on October 9, 1791 ; 
and the removal fW>m this town took place in the 
year 1790. He died on November 4, 1817. 

These several physicians practiced their profession 
in the neighborhood of Qroton, though they had never 
taken medical degrees. Before the present century 
this was a common custom throughout the country ; 
and the instances were very exceptional where prac- 
titioners could rightfully append M.D. to their names. 
As a class they were men of shrewd sense and acute 
observers, and .their practice was attended with suc- 
cess. Perhaps they made a better use of their oppor- 
tunities than we make to-day with our richly endowed 
medical schools and numerous hospitals. 

During the last century Dr. Oliver Prescott was 
an eminent physician of Qroton, and he took high 
professional rank throughout the Province. He was 
the youngest of three distinguished brothers, of whom 
the eldest was Judge James Prescott, who filled many 
important positions in civil life as well as in military 
circles; and the second was Colonel William Prescott, 
who commanded the American forces at the Battle of 
Bunker Hill. Both Dr. Oliver Prescott and his son. 
Dr. Oliver Prescott, Jr., occupied exceptional place 
among the physicians of Middlesex County. 

Dr. Oliver Prescott was a son of the Honorable 
Benjamin and Abigail (Oliver) Prescott, and born at 
Qroton on April 27, 1781. He graduated at Harvard 
College with the highest honors in 1750, and then 
studied medicine under the tuition of Dr. Ebenezer 
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Robie, of Sudbury. On October 19, 1756, he was 
married to Lydia, daughter of David and Abigail 
(Jennison) Baldwin, of Sudbury, and they had eight 
children. His high standing in the profession gave 
him a place as a charter member of the Massachu- 
setts Medical Society in 1781, and at the commence- 
ment of 1791 Harvard College conferred upon him the 
honorary degree of M.D. He was also the president 
of the Middlesex Medical Society during the whole 
period of its existence. Apart from his professional 
laurels he likewise enjoyed many civil and military 
honors. 

Dr. Prescott was town clerk during thirteen years, 
and selectman during thirty-two years. Before the 
llevolution he held the offices of major, lieutenant- 
colonel, colonel and general, respectively, in the 
militia. Subsequently, in the year 1778, he was ap- 
pointed third major-general of the militia, and in 
1781 second major-general, but soon afterward, on ac- 
count of ill health, he resigned the position. He 
was a justice throughout the Commonwealth, a mem- 
ber of the Board of War, a member of the Council of 
Massachusetts, until he declined the office, and, in the 
year 1779, was appointed Judge of Probate, and con- 
tinued as such until his death. He took an active 
part in suppressing Shays*s Rebellion, which had 
many supporters in this neighborhood. Dr. Prescott 
was one of the original trustees of Groton Academy, 
and the first president of the board ; and he was also 
a member of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. He died on November 17, 1804, aged sev- 
enty-three years, and his wife on September 27, 1798, 
aged sixty- two years. 
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Dr. Oliver Fresco tt, Jr., was the eldest son of Dr. 
Oliver Prescott, and born at Grotou on April 4, 1762. 
He pursued his preparatory studies under Master 
Moody at Dummer Academy, and graduated at Har- 
vard College in the class of 1783. He studied medi- 
cine under tlie direction of his father and Dr. James 
Lloyd, of Boston, and established himself in practice 
in his native town. With every social advantage in 
his favor he at once took high rank as a physician, 
and soon enjoyed a wide reputation. On Feb. 22, 
1791, he was married to Nancy, daughter of Captain 
Leonard and Ann (Hall) Whiting, of Hollis, N. H., 
and they had nine children. His wife died on Sept. 
18, 1821, aged fifty-eight years; and he was married, 
aecondly, on Nov. 6, 1828, to Mrs. Elizabeth (Atkins) 
Oliver, who was born on Dec. 80, 1762, and died on 
May 21, 1885. Dr. Prescott was the town clerk and 
chairman of the selectmen from the year 1804 to 1811, 
and represented the town in the General Court dur- 
ing the sessions of 1809 and 1810. He was a trustee 
of Groton Academy from the time of its incorpora- 
tion until 1811, when he removed to Newburyport, 
where he died on September 26, 1827. 

Dr. Joseph Mansfield was a son of Richard and 
Elizabeth (Whittemore) Mansfield, and born in Lynn 
on December 17, 1770. He graduated at Harvard 
College in the class of 1801, and among his class- 
mates were Tyler Bigelow, Thomas Bond, James Ab- 
bot Cummings, Timothy Fuller, Luther Lawrence, 
Stephen Minot and William BantSnllivan, either na- 
tives or at some time residents of Groton. Both while an 
undergraduate, and while studying his profession, he 
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kept the district school on Farmer's Row, and 
even afler he hnd acquired his profession he 
taught the same school with the understanding that 
his iiours of instruction should conform somewhat to 
the needH of his practice. While in college he took 
high rnnk ns a scholar, and, at an exhibition near the 
end of his junior year, he delivered a poem which at- 
tracted some attention in literary circles, and euhse- 
quently was printed. He studied medicine with Dr. 
Oliver Prescott, Jr., and, on June 11, 1805, was mar- 
ried to Abi, daughter of Benjamin and Meriel (Nich- 
ols) Hartwell. About the year 1810 he built the 
large dwelling, with brick ends, near the Baptist 
meeting-house, where he resided until his death, 
which took place on April 23, 1830. 

His son. Dr. George Mansfield, born at Groton on 
October 8, 1807, studied medicine and graduated at 
the Harvard Medical School in the class of 1832. He 
was married, on November 15, 1832, to Hannah Maria 
Curtis, of Boston, and died at Janesville, Wisconsin^ 
on July 25, 1809. 

Dr. Amos Bancroft was a son of Edward and Rach- 
el (Howard — Barron) Bancroft, of Pcpperell, where 
he was born on May 23, 1767. He graduated at 
Harvard College in the class of 1791, and from thei 
same institution took the degree of Bachelor of Med- 
icine in the year 1794. He began the practice of his 
profession at Westford, but soon afterwards .removed 
to Weston, where he remained until the year 1811. 
He was married— first, on August 29, 1796, to Abigail, 
daughter of Captain Leonard and Ann (Hall) Whit- 
ing, of Hollis, New Hampshire, who was born on 
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March 25, 1772, and died at Weston, on December 4, 
17D9; secondly, on October 7, 1800, to Sarah, daugh- 
ter of Henry and Faith (Savage) Bass, of Boston, 
who was born on April 21, 1768, and died on April 
80, 1887 ; thirdly, on October 17, 1889, to Eliza Doane, 
of Boston, who died on November 11, 1840 ; and 
fourthly, on October 81, 1841, to Mary, daughter of 
Richard and Martha (Hall) Kneeland, of Westford* 
who was born on February 25, 1789, and died on 
April 22, 1862. 

Dr. Bancroft had a large practice and, at various 
times, a considerable number of medical students under 
his tuition, including among them the brothers James 
Freeman Dana and Samuel Luther Dana, who were 
grandsons of the Reverend Samuel Dana, a former 
minister of the town, and graduates of Harvard Col- 
lege in the class of 1818. He was frequently called 
in consultation by other physicians, and often at a 
long distance from home. In those days there were 
no railroads, and traveling was attended with many 
difficulties. During the winter, when the roads were 
blocked up with snow, he was obliged, sometimes, to 
travel on snow-shoes; and, as his patients lived many 
miles apart, he was often absent from home for sever- 
al successive days. To add to his discomfort on such 
occasions it was difficult to obtain proper food, though 
there were at that period but few dwellings where he 
could not obtain some New England rum or other 
spirit to help restore exhausted nature. In the year 
1811 his Alma Mater conferred upon him the honor- 
ary degree of M.D. 

On July 12, 1848, while walking down State Street, 
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in Boston y be stepped from the sidewalk, in order to 
cross the way, when a wa^n, coming along rapidly, 
knocked him down, and injured him so severely that 
he died in the course of a few hours. 

Dr. Mansfield and Dr. Bancroft were the last phy- 
sicians ofthe town, who, while visiting patients, used to 
ride on horseback with saddle-bags, although they 
also drove much in sulkies. In early days, owing to 
bad roads, physicians on their professional rounds 
were in the habit of riding, and it was near the be- 
ginning ofthe present century, in this neighborhood, 
that the sulky, or covered gig, came into fashion 
'among them. At the present time the four-wheeled 
buggy solely is used by physicians. 

Dr. Joshua Green was a son of Joshua and Mary 
(Mosley) Green, and born at Wendell, on October 8, 
1797. He attended school at the academies in New 
Salem, Westfield and Milton, and graduated at Har- 
vard College in the class of 1818. He studied medi* 
cine in the office of Dr. John Collins Warren, of Bos- 
ton, and took the degree of M.D. at the Harvard 
Medical School in the year 1821. Soon after taking 
this degree he was appointed apothecary at the 
Massachusetts General Hospital, then just opened 
for the reception of patients, where he remained for 
one year. At that time the apothecary, in addition 
to his own duties, performed those of the house- 
physician and the house-surgeon. In March, 1823, 
Dr. Green began to practice his profession at Sunder- 
land, and on January 5, 1824, was married to Eliza, 
daughter of Major Samuel and Susanna (Parker) 
Lawrence, of Groton, His wife was born on March 
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13, 17d6, and died on August 20, 1874. During a 
winter of his college course he taught a district school 
at Groton, now known as the Moors School, and 
hoarded in the family of Major Lawrence, who lived 
on Farmers* Bow. 

In the spring of 1825 Dr. Green removed to Gro* 
ton, where he continued the practice of medicine, but 
after about ten years, owing to ill health, he gradually 
gave up his profession. In the year 1832 a pulmon- 
ary hemorrhage compelled him to pass a winter in 
the island of Cuba, where to a fair degree he regained 
his health. He joined the Massachusetts Medical 
Society in 182G, and for many years was one of its 
councillors. He represented the town in the Legis- 
lature during the years 1836 and 1837, and was one 
of the trustees of Lawrence Academy from 1831 to 
1867, and during most of this time either the secre- 
tary or the president of the board. On the seventy- 
fourth anniversary of his birth (October 8, 1871) he 
had a paralytic stroke, from the effects of which he 
never fully recovered. After the death of his wife he 
went to live with his only daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Lawrence (Green — Kendall) Swan, at Morristown, 
New Jersey, where he died on June 5, 1875. 

Dr. Micah Eldredge was a son of Hezekiah and 
Abigail (Whiton) Eldredge, and born at Ashford, 
Connecticut, on May 24, 1776. He studied medicine 
with an elder brother, Dr. Hezekiah Eldredge, and 
in 1798 began the practice of his profession at 
Dunstable, where he resided for many years, living 
first on one side of the State line and then on the 
other. On October 1, 1797, Dr. Eldredge was married 
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to Sally, daughter of Tilly and Abigail (Hale) But- 
trick, of Princeton. In 1826 he removed to Groton, 
where he remained for two years, when he established 
himself at Dunstable, New Hampshire, (now Nashua). 
The honorary degree of M.D. was conferred upon him 
by Dartmouth College in 1841. He died at Milford, 
New Hampshire, on July 2, 1849, and was buried in 
the Hollis Street Cemetery at Nashua. 

Dr. Jacob Williams was a son of Jacob and Han- 
nah (Shepte) Williams, and bora at Groton on July 
16, 1789. About the year 1816 he was practicing med- 
icine at the Gilmanton Iron Works, New Hampshire, 
and in June, 1822, he was married to Irene Locke, of 
Epsom. In the year 1828 he returned to his native 
town and established himself as a physician; and 
while here his wife died on March 11, 1881. During 
the next year he was married, secondly, to Betsey 
Wakefield, of Kennebunk, Maine. He remained at 
Groton until the year 1835, when he removed to Ken- 
sington, New Hampshire, where he died on July 7, 
1867. 

Dr. James Wilson was a son of the Honorable Abiel 
and Abigail (Putnam) Wilson, and born at Wilton, 
N. H., December 4, 1796, on the farm where his great- 
grandfather, Jacob Putnam, began a settlement in the 
year 1739. He studied medicine under the tuition of 
Dr. John Wallace, of Milford, New Hampshire, and 
graduated at the Dartmouth Medical School in the 
class of 1821. He was practicing his profession at 
Boston in the early part of 1825, as his name appears 
in the directory of that year, and he removed to Gro- 
ton near the beginning of 1828. He was married, in 
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February of that year, to Elizabeth P. Wilson, of Bos- 
ton, a daughter of the city crier; and he came here 
under the patronage of Dr. Amos Bancroft, who de* 
sired some respite from a large practice, and acted 
as his sponsor in the community. After living at 
Groton during two years he returned to Boston and 
passed a brief period, and then removed to New 
York, where he remained for a short time. Soon af- 
terward he went to Cuba, where he spent the remain- 
der of his days, and died in Matanzas on November 
23, 1868. 

Dr. George Stearns was the youngest child of Eph- 
raim and Molly (Gilman) Stearns, and born at Wal- 
pole, New lluuiiMhiro, ou May 10, 1802. He gradu- 
ated at the Harvard Medical School in the class of 
1827, and began the practice of his profession in Bos- 
ton, where he remained about three years, when he 
settled at Groton. He was married, on July 2, 18G8, 
to Mrs. Ann (Moulton) Gilson, widow of Joshua Gil- 
son, of Groton. Dr. Stearns was the last survivor of 
thirteen children, and died on March 7, 1882, at which 
time he was the oldest physician in the town. 

Dr. Amos Farnsworth was a son of Major Amos and 
Elizabeth (Bockwood) Farnsworth, and born at Gro- 
ton on August 80, 1788. He studied his profession 
with Dr. Calvin Thomas, of Tyngsborough, and with 
Dr. John Collins Warren, of Boston, but before his 
graduation he was commissioned as surgeon's mate in 
the Fourth Massachusetts Infantry Regiment, on 
April 14, 1812, just before war was declared by the 
United States with Great Britain ; and two months 
later, on June 15th, his regiment left South Boston for 
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Burlington, Vermont, for service on the frontier. He 
remained with the Fourth Infantry during thirteen 
months, when he resigned his commission on May 14, 
1813. During the following summer he graduated at 
the Harvard Medical School, and began the practice 
of his profession in Boston, where he remained until 
the year 1832, when he removed to his native town. 
On March 21, 1823, Dr. Farnsworth was married to 
Mrs. Mary ( Bourne) Webber, widow of Captain Seth 
Webber, of Boston. He died in Roxbury on July 31, 
1861, and his wife in Boston, on October 27, 1828, 
aged thirty -seven years. 

Dr. Amos Bigelow Bancroft was a son of Dr. Amos 
and Sarah (Bass) Bancroft, and born at Groton on 
April 3, 1811. He graduated at Harvard College in 
the class of 1831, and at the Harvard Medical School 
in 1834. He began the practice of his profession at 
Groton in connection with his father ; and on June 
11, 1840, was married to Marietta, daughter of Nathan 
and India (Emerson) Shepley, of Pepperell. Dr. Ban- 
croft remained in town until the spring of 1853, when 
he removed to Charlestown, where for more than ten 
years he was physician to the State Prison. Under 
the administration of Qen, Grant he was appointed 
superintendent and surgeon in charge of the Marine 
Hospital at Chelsea, which position he held from Au- 
gust 1, 1869, to June 30, 1877, when he took up his 
residence in Boston. While traveling abroad with 
his family he died in Florence, Italy, on November 
8, 1879, much lamented by a wide circle of friends 
and patients at home, — leaving a widow and two 
daughters to mourn his loss. 
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Dr. Abel Hervey Wilder was a native of Winchen- 
don^ where he was born on June 16, 1801. He was a 
son of Levi and Grace (Wilder) Divoll ; but by an 
Act of the Legislature on February 7» 1812, his name 
was changed from Hervey Divoll to Abel Hervey 
Wilder, keeping the surname of his mother. He 
graduated at the Dartmouth Medical School in the 
class of 1828, and began to practice his profession at 
Temple, New Hampshire. On February 29, 1828, he 
was married at New I[>swich, New Hampshire, to 
Mary, daughter of Ephraim and Elizabeth (Bent) 
Brown, a native of Lincoln. . 
. Dr. Wilder subsequently removed to Pepperell, and 
in the year 1836 came to Groton, where he had the 
management of an institution for the treatment of 
nervous diseases. He continued to live here until 
the death of his wife, which took place on February 
12, 1843, when he removed to Pittefield. After leav- 
ing Groton he was married for the second time ; and 
after a residence in different parts of the country, he 
died at Bloomtield, New Jersey, on January 2, 1864. 

Dr. James Merrill Cummings was a son of Jacob 
Abbot and Elizabeth (Merrill) Cummings, and born 
in Boston on July 27, 1810. He graduated at Bow- 
doin College in the class of 1880, and at the Bowdoin 
Medical School in 1884. On November 4, 1835, he 
was married to Sarah Thurston Phillips, daughter of 
Joel and Sarah Phillips (Thurston) Hull, of Portland, 
Maine. In the spring of 1842 Dr. Cummings came 
to Groton and bought out the establishment of Dr. 
Wilder, which he conducted for four years; and in 
the spring of 1846 he removed to Salem, where he re- 
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mained for four yeans^ when he settled in Portland, 
where he died on July 20, 1883. His widow died on 
January 29, 1890, at the advanced age of eighty-five 
years. 

Dr. Rufus Shackford, a son of Captain Samuel and 
Hannah (Currier) Bhackford, was born at Chester, 
New Hampshire, on December 17, 1816 ; studied 
medicine under the tuition of Dr. Cummings, and 
graduated at the Harvard Meilical School in the class 
of 1845. He practiced for a brief period at Groton in 
the office of his preceptor, after which he lived in 
Lowell for a short time, when he removed to Port- 
land, Maine, where he is now in practice. 

Dr. Norman Smith was a son of Jesse and Nabby 
(Kittredge) Smith, and born at Mount Vernon, New 
Hampshire, on October 13, 1811. He graduated at 
the Vermont Medical College, Woodstock, in the 
class of 1843, and began to practice medicine at Gro- 
ton, where he passed his whole professional life, with 
the exception of four years spent in Nashua, New 
Hampshire. In April, 1801, at the outbreak of the 
Rebellion, he went out as surgeon of the Sixth Massa- 
chusetts Militia Regiment, and was with that famous 
organization on its march through Baltimore and 
during itn first campaign of three months. He was a 
member of the Union Congregational Church, and 
prominent in all matters connected with the welfare 
of the town. His death took place at his farm on 
Common Street, on May 24, 1888, and the funeral, on 
May 28th, was conducted under Masonic rites. 

Dr. Smith was married, first, on May 3, 1838, to 
Harriet, daughter of John and Lydia Sleeper, of 
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FrancestowD, New Hampshire, who died on Septem- 
ber 2, 1839 ; secondly, on November 6, 1843, to Mari- 
ett Sleeper, a sister of his first wife, who died on July 
6, 1846 ; thirdly, on September 22, 1847, to Abigail 
Maria, daughter of Ephraim and Sarah (King) 
Brown, of Wilton, New Hampshire, who died on 
July 17, 1852; fourthly, on September 12, 1853, to 
Sarah Young, daughter of Solomon and Dorcas (Hop- 
kins) Frost, who died on December 4, 1866, and, 
fifthly and lastly, on September 11, 1866, to Mrs. 
Mary Jane (King) Lee, daughter of Daniel and Re- 
becca (Parmenter) King, of Rutland, Massachusetts. 

Dr. Lemuel Fuller was a son of Dr. Lemuel and 
Mary (Shepherd) Fuller, and born at' Marlborough, 
on April 2, 1811. He graduated at the Vermont 
Medical College, Woodstock, in the class of 1844, 
and came to Qroton from Harvard in the year 1847. 
On June 6, 1844, he was married to Catherine Palli- 
seur, daughter of Francis and Maria Foster (Palliseur) 
Barrett, of Concord. Dr. Fuller left Groton in 1850, 
and died at Harvard during a temporary visit from 
home February 11, 1864. During the last ten years 
of his life he lived at North Weymouth. 

Dr. Miles Spaulding was a son of Captain Isaac 
and Lucy (Emery) Spaulding, and born at Townsend, 
on April 4, 1819. He graduated at the Berkshire 
Medical Institution, Pittsfield, in the class of 1842, 
and he soon afterward established himself at Dunsta- 
ble, where he remained until tjie year 1851, when he 
removed to Groton. Dr. Spaulding was married, 
first, on January 12, 1848, to Sophia Louisa, daughter 
of Aaron and Lucinda (Munson) Miller, of New 
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Haven, Connecticut, who died on September 4, 1852 ; 
and, secondly, on Angust 27, 1868, to Mary Mebetable, 
only child of Stephen and Mary (Kilborn — French) 
Stickney. He still lives at Groton, the senior physi- 
cian of the town. 

Dr. Peter Pineo is a son of Peter and Sarah (Stead- 
man) Pineo, and was born at Cornwallis, Nova Scotia, 
on March 6, 1825. He graduated at the Bowdoin 
Medical School in the class of 1847, and was married 
in Boston, on May 8, 1850, to Elizabeth, daughter of 
Kendal] and Betsey (Hill) Crosby. In the spring of 
1853 he came to Groton, where he remained for two 
years, after which time he removed to Quechee, a 
village in the town of Hartford, Vermont. On June 
11, 1861, he WAS commissioned as surgeon of the 
Ninth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, and soon 
afterward was promoted to a brigade surgeoncy, 
which oflice was abolished on July 2, 1862, by an 
Act of Congress, when officers of that rank became 
surgeons of United States Volunteers. On February 
9, 1863, he was made medical inspector United 
States Army, with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, 
and he served with distinction until the end of the 
war. At the present time he is a resident of Boston. 

Dr. Kendall Davis was a son of Joseph and Han- 
nah Davis, and born at New Ipswich, New Hamp- 
shire, on December 4, 1802. According to the State 
Register of the years 1847-50, he was then living at 
Groton, whore he practiced for a short time. From 
this town he went to Athol, and died at Templeton 
on September 20, 1875. 

Dr. Richard Upton Piper is a son of Samuel and 
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Mary (Folsom) Piper, and was boru at Stratbam, 
New Hampshire. He graduated at the Dartmouth 
Medical School in the class of 1840, and began the 
practice of his profession at Portland, Maine, m here 
he was married, on November 8, 1841, to Elizabeth 
Frances Folsom, a native of Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire. In the year 1864 he came to Qroton and re- 
mained five years, though without engaging in the 
active practice of medicine. He afterward lived in 
Chicago, but is now a resident of Washington. He 
is an author of some note, having written a work en- 
titled ^* Operative Surgery Illustrated," and another 
on " The Trees of America." 

Pr. Joseph Franklin Coolidge was a son of Charles 
and Nancy (Spaulding) Coolidge, and born at West- 
minster on Sept. 11, 1837. He graduated at the Har- 
vard Medical School in the class of 1862, and in the 
year 1864 came to Groton, where he remained until 
his death, which took place on June 1, 1865. Dr. 
Coolidge was one of a family of ten children, and was 
never married. 

Dr. William Ambrose Webster was the only son of 
William Cordon and Susan (Ambrose) Webster, and 
born at Rochester, New Hampshire, June 13, 1830. He 
graduated at the Medical School of the Long Island 
College Hospital, Brooklyn, N. Y., in the spring of 
1862. Soon after graduation, on July 1, 1862, he was 
commissioned as surgeon of the Ninth New Hamp- 
shire Volunteers, which left; for the seat of war on 
August 25, 1862, and he continued in that capacity 
until January 5, 1865, when he was honorably dis- 
charged. In September of that year he came to Qro- 
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too, where he remained during three years, when he 
removed to Westford. He died in Manchester, N. 
H., on February 8, 1887. Dr. Webster was twice 
married, — first, in August, 1851, to Mary Anne Kaime, 
of Pittsfield, N. H., and secondly, on August 9, 1858, 
to Marion M. Ladd, of Middlesex, Vt. By tlie first 
marriage two daughters were born, who both are now 
living, and by the second marriage one daughter^ 
Susan Marion Webster, was born at Groton on June 
25, 1866, but she died before her father. 

Dr. David Roscoe Bteere is a son of Scott and Mary 
(Mathewson) Stccre, and was born at Lisbon, Connec* 
ticut, April 27, 1847. He graduated at the Dartmouth 
Medical School in the class of 1871, and, after gradu- 
ation, practiced for a few months at Savoy. In July, 
1872, he came to Qroton, where he has since re- 
mained ; and in the year 1878 he built the house, at 
the corner of Main and Church Streets, which he 
now occupies. On June 18, 1873, Dr. Steere was mar- 
ried to Adelia, daughter of Jephtha and Betsey (Boyn- 
ton) Hartwell. 

Dr. Edward Hubbard Winslow was a son of the 
Reverend Hubbard and Susan Ward (Cutler) Wins- 
low, and born in Boston on Dec. 26, 1835. He was 
married, on Sept. 1, 1859, to Helen H.Ayer, of Mont- 
vale, Me., and in the early spring of 1875 came to 
Groton, where he remained about two years. Dr. 
Winslow died in New York on Oct. 16, 1873. 

Dr. George Washington Stearns is a son of Paul and 

Lucy (Kneeland) Stearns, and was born at Beading, 

Vermont, on Dec. 25, 1814. His mother was a sister 

of Abner Kneeland, the preacher and autlior. He 

8 
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took his medical degree first in March, 1857, at Penn 
Medical University, Philadelphia, and secondly, in 
1868, at the Hahnemann Medical College, in the same 
city. In the spring of 1878 Dr. Stearns came to Gro- 
ton from Marblehead, and in November, 1882, re- 
moved to Holliston, where he remained a few years, 
when he went to Holyoke, of which city he is now a 
resident. He was married, first, on May 8, 1838, at 
South Yarmouth, to Sylvia Growell, and secondly, on 
July 19, 1877, at New Bedford, to Julia Amanda, 
daughter of Gyrus and Eliza Eastman (Oottrell) 
Ware. 

Dr. William Barnard Warren is a son of Noailles 
Lafayette and Mary (Barnard) Warren, and was born 
at I^ieominster on Nov. 16, 1853. He graduated at 
the Medical Department of the University of the 
Oity of New York in the class of 1881, having pre- 
viously attended a course of lectures in 1879 at the 
Dartmouth Medical School. In December, 1882, he 
came to Groton and established himself in practice, 
where he now remains. Dr. Warren was married at 
Groton on Oct. 81, 1883, to Ardelia Temple, daughter 
of Thomas Haines and Belief (Oummings) Smith, of 
Boston. 

Dr. Marion Zachariah Putnam is a son of John and 
Sophia (Weaver) Putnam, and was born at Mount 
Sterling, Illinois, on August 14, 1844. In the year 
1870 he graduated at the Medical Department of 
the Northwestern University, Chicago, and began to 
practice in his native town. On September 9, 1880, 
Dr. Putnam was married to Harriet Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of Thomas Spencer and Harriet Hey ward (Law- 
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ton) Fnrnswortli, of Groton. About the year 1888 he 
came to this town from Lowell, where he had resided 
for a short period. He lives on Pleasant Street, but 
has retired from the active practice of his profession. 

The Fitchburg Railroad was first opened to public 
travel,* through the southerly part of Groton, on De- 
cember 30, 1844; and the Peterborough and Shirley 
Railroad, under the management of the Fitchburg 
company, was opened during the year 1847. The 
Worcester and Nashua Railroad was operated for reg- 
ular business, through its entire length, on Decembelr 
18, 1848, though the section from Groton Junction to 
Clinton had been previously opened on July 3, 1848, 
and from Clinton to Worcester on November 22d; and 
the Stony Brook began its operations on July 1, 1848. 
Soon afler these interconnections were made, a village 
sprang up in the neighborhood, which became popu- 
larly known as the "Junction," though by the Post- 
OflSce Department at Washington it was officially called 
" South Groton." On March 1, 1861, the name of the 
post-office was changed by the Department from 
South Groton to Groton Junction. This settlement, 
growing in numbers, after a while was set off* from the 
parent town, and, by nn act of the Legislature on 
February 14, 1871, incorporated as a distinct town- 
ship, under the name of Ayer. Afler this date, there- 
fore, the list of physicians, so far as they relate to the 
Junction, and their biographical sketches, will cease. 

Dr. Ebenezer Willis was a son of John and Nancy 
(Spriggens) Willis, and born at Newmarket, New 
Hampshire, on January 2G, 1815. He was married at 
Exeter, on July 23, 183G, to Mary Frances, daughter 
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of Benjamin and Mary Seavey (Neal) Batchelder. 
Dr. Willis came to Qrotou Junction in March, 1849, 
and was the pioneer physician of the place. He died 
at Ayer on May 10, 1890. 

Dr. John Quincy Adams McOollester is a son of 
Silas and Achsah (Holman) McOollester, and was 
born at Marlborough, New Ifumpshire, on May 8, 
1881. He took his degree of M.D. from the Jeilbrson 
Medical School in March, 1856. Dr. McOollester was 
married, first, on May 6» 1856,- to Sarah Elizabeth, 
daughter of Joseph and Anna (Longley) Hazen, of 
Shirley, who died on May 5, 1858 ; and, secondly, on 
August 9, 1859, to Georgianna Lydia, daughter of 
Daniel and Lydia (Fisk) Hunt, of Qroton. During 
the War of the Rebellion he was the surgeon of the 
Fifty-third Regiment Massachusetts Militia, haying 
been commissioned on December 1, 18G2, and mus- 
tered out of the service on September 2, 1863. He is 
now a resident of Wultham. 

Dr. Edson Ohampion Ohamberlin, a native of Thet- 
ford, Vermont, came to Groton Junction in the sum- 
mer of 1859 and remained one year. He graduated 
at the Worcester Medical Institution on June 20, 
1854. He was married to Mary A. Pierce, of South- 
bury, Oonnecticut, where he died on January 2G, 1877, 
aged fifty-six years. 

Dr. Gibson Smith came to Groton Junction from 
the State of Maine about the yeiir 18G6. Jfe was an 
"eclectic" physician and a spiritualist, and died at 
Ayer on September 26, 1885, aged seventy years. 

Dr. John Eleazer Parsons is a son of John and 
Rosalinda Davis (Robbins) Parsons, and was born at 
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Harrison, Maine, on November 20, 1835. He gradu- 
ated at the Harvard Medical 8cIioo1 in the class of 
1868, ahd on March 18th of the same year was com- 
missioned as assistant surgeon of the Twenty-eighth 
Regiment Massaclmsctts Volunteers, but for disability 
was discharged on July 30, 1863. Dr, Parsons next 
served as acting assistant surgeon. United States 
Navy from October 10, 1863, to December 10, 1866, 
when he resigned. During the. last week of Decem- 
ber, 1866, he came to the village of Groton Junction 
(Ayer), where he is still living. 

Dr. Benjamin Hall Hartwell is a son of Benjamin 
Franklin and Emma (Whitman) Hartwell, and was 
born at Acton February 27, 1846. He received his 
early education at Lawrence Academy, Groton, of 
which institution he is now one of the trustees, and 
graduated at the Jefferson Medical College, Philadel- 
phia, on March 7, 1868. In the early spring of 1869 
Dr. Hartwell came to Groton Junction (Ayer), where 
he still resides, having filled many prominent posi- 
tions of trust and usefulness. He was married, on 
September 10, 1879, to Helen Emily, daughter of 
Major Eusebius Silsby and Mary Jane (Shattuck) 
Clark. 

Dr. James Moody Moore was a son of Dr. Ebenezer 
Giles and Eliza Sarah (Hidden) Moore, and born at 
Wells, Maine, on June 20, 1832. He graduated at 
the Dartmouth Medical School in the class of 1860, 
and in May of that year came to Groton Junction, 
where he remained until April, 1861. Dr. Moore 
then removed to Concord, New Hampshire, his father's 
home, where he died on February 8, 1870. 



118 GBOTON. 

A List of Representatives to the General 
Court, from the colonial period to the present timei 
with the dates of their election and terms of service ; 
including also the names of certain other officers — 
1672-1887. 

The Assistants of Massachusetts, sometimes called 
Magistrates, were the forerunners of the Provincial 
Council and the State Senate. They were few in 
number, and, in point of dignity and honor, next to 
the Qovernor and the Deputy-Governor. Major Simon 
Willard, the only citizen of the town who ever held 
the office, became a resident in the year 1G72, remov- 
ing here from Lancaster at that time. He was first 
chosen to the position in 1G54, when living ut Con- 
cord. 

OOUET or AMItTANTt. 

DaU q/ftnt EUcUoH. Term of &r»ie«. 

May 8, 16M Mi\|or Simon Willard 1072-1676 

(Died lu office on April 24, 1076 ) 

SSNATE. 

October 26, 1780 . . Honorable Jauitss PreacUt .... 1780-1784, 1780 

June 1,1707 . . . . Honorable Timothy BIgeluw 1797-1800 

Mays, 1806 Honorable Samuel Daua 1805-1812,1817 

(Mr. Dana was president of the body during the yean 1807, 1811 and 1812.) 

Norember 13, 1837 . Honorable Stuart James Park 1838, 1830 

January 9, 1851 . . . Houorable Juhn Boynton 1851 

November 13, 1854 . Honorable Abijah Edwin Hildreth 1855 

November 5, 1807 . . Honorable Daniel Needliam 1868, 1869 

November 8, 1887 . . Honorable Moses Poor Palmer .... 1888-1890 
(Of these Senators the hut two are the sole survivors.) 

There is no reference in the Groton records to the 
election of any representatives to the General Court 
before the year 1693; and even then the names are 
iiot given, and only by the receipts for their pay, and 
by some allusions to the subject, is it known that any 
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were chosen previously to that date. According to 
the Colonial records, Captain James Parker served 
as a deputy, or representative, during the session be- 
ginning November 7, 1683, and it is probable that he 
was the only one from the town under the first char- 
ter. 

•The following entries comprise every allusion to 
the subject found in the earliest volume of town 
records, which Is known as the " Indian Roll" : 

** Fabranrjr the 16!)3 the Inhabitanc being met togather for to Gon- 
■Ider of sum waye for to preuent fiitar unneatef»ry charges did hj 
nott declare that they would potishoiie unto the genaraill Court that 
ther repreeentetiue might be relesed from atending the Seehone any 
more 

** the same daye the town did by nott declare that they would haue 
dacon Lawrano for to mauidge the portistlone for them which the 
Gomithy hath draw up" (Page 107.) 

*'Groton A prill 12 1<>03 Know all i>opIo by thes preaonc that Na- 

thanaelU Lawranc senor hath Reseiued full satisfactione by the select 

men and Constables for sarueing the town as a Bepresentlue at the two 

first sestione 

** I saye reseiued by me Nathannii:. lavkanok** 

** Groton April 12 1G03 Know all peple by thes presenc that John Page 
senor doth fully, and [He] Glearely acqnite the town select men and 
constables for sarflng the town as a repreeentetiue at the first [session] 
held at boston In ye year IG92 

*' as witness my hand .Tor Page seneyer ** 

** Payed to Nathannll Lawranc se[nlor] aight pounds in mony 

** Payed to John Page se[nlor] two pounds sixteen shiliins and nine 
penc in mony ** (Page 109.) 

"maye 16 1093 the Town being met together ther u^to orderlie 
warned then the town did by note declare that they would not send nor 
Ghooee any parson nor parsons for to Represent them at the great and 
genaraill Gorte or asembley 

"John page senor Jeams Kemp John Stone and William Longley 
Be[nior] dosont from tills note John farnworth and Steuen holden 

*• Tlie Town Rcsons Is they do not ludg thomself layable nether 

aconllnil to Iinw nor fliartor 

"asatost William TiONOLicr Town Olarck** 

(Page 100.) 
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*' October 80 1009 tU town noetiiig Legally warned Gept Jeemt 
ParktrwMohouMU toltoprtMut tho tuwu »t yu grvat and gvuHnieoU 
ammbly bold at boaton the oaigbt day of nouembor intoing tba dato 
bora of** (FagollO,) 

It doM not appear from the recorda of the Qoneral 
Court that Captain Parker was prtaent at any meet- 
ing of this session. 

** Jennary 1 160^ the town tbia daye did inguKo to lequer tho lellbk 
men firow any harm or dameldg that they ihall uiuolt wllh all in Be- 
■pect of Deoon nathanaell Lawranc In that he dolh demand thirty 6 
ablllina in money fur to be bia dew for Barfing the said town aaa repre- 
aentiae and the town doo BeAiae to paye the said money the aeleck men 
being eetemed aa the rest of the iuhabitanc in the mater alio the town 
did by the maler note chouae Liftenant Jonah Preecot A Jeama parker 
Jn for to anawerin the caae if the said Lawranc ihould tnible y* leleck 
men or town and they did exaept of the choias and tliey are to haue 
their paye for their peine when the euid town is able to paye them 

" as wittneos William Lomgley town dark ** 

"John page eefuior] deaents from the aboue mentioned properaia- 
tione'* (Pages 111, 112.) 

** at a town meting legally warned May 0^ 1C90 : Capt : Preecot waa 
chosen for to atende the genrell Cort : for to sarue aa a repreeiutiue 

** Jambs Blancuard Olori ** 
(Page 118.) 

** May 17 1703 at a town matting legelly warned the town did by not 
declare that thay would pay deacon larrance the mony that the deacon 
demande for saruing tlie : town aa aiie represiiitiue In the year IttIK) 

** the town did note and declare that thay would boiTow the mony 

of thomaa Williama for four mouth and pay for the use of it one 

shilling 

** James Blancuard OUurk '* 
(Page 124.) 

"Groton May y« 8 1706 then capt prascot was chosen to sarue as a 

repreaentetife for the yer Insuing 

** Tbomas Tarbbll Olarek** 
(Page 126.) 

** Groton May the aight 1706 At a town meting legally wom^ to 

chnse a repreasanttne the fre hooldara and other inhabitanta qualafied 

acording to law did by the maior note couae [chooee] SinUn l^ne for 

this year 1700 a represantetiue 

*' JoSBPU Lakxn fowN eJark *' 
(Page 129.) 
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The paging, as given after these several extracts, 
refers to the printed edition of '' The Early Records 
of Groton, Massachusetts, 1662-1707/' from which 
they are taken. Since the year 1707, and even hefore 
that date, in the town records, there are occasional 
omissions of the names of representatives, and these 
gaps I have filled from the Colonial and Provincial 
records at the State-House. In such cases the names 
are printed within brackets, and the dates given with 
them refer to the beginning of each session ; and in 
all other instances in the list, where dates of the ses- 
sions have been obtained or inferences drawn from 
these records, brackets are used. 

In early times the representative to the General 
Court was paid by the town that sent him ; and this 
fact furnishes the reason why the town of Groton, on 
May 15, 1693, voted not to send one. It was then 
poor, and staggering under a heavy load in the shape 
of debts and current expenses. Notwithstanding the 
receipt of Deacon Lawrence given on April 12, 1693, 
the town was threatened by him with a suit for thir- 
ty-six shillings, for his services as a representative, 
perhaps during a short period after the petition of 
February 6j 1693, when it was voted that he should 
be released from attendance. It is not now known 
whether a suit was ever begun, but, ten years later, 
as appears by the vote of May 17, 1703, the town 
agreed to settle the matter by paying the demand, 
though it was obliged to borrow the money for that 
purpose, — an indication of its extreme poverty. Dur- 
ing some of these ten years Deacon Lawrence was a 
resident of that quarter of Cambridge which is now 
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Lexington ; and his absence from Qroton may haye 
been, in part, the cause of the long delay in settling 
the dispute. Neither Deacon Lawrence nor Mr. Page 
was chosen to the Assembly that convened on May 
81, 1693. 

John Paris was a member of the Council for Safety 
of the People, which met on May 9, 1G89, just after 
Gk>Ternor Andros was deposed. It is probable that 
the town was unrepresented during the following 
years : 1693 (first session), 1694-1698, 1700-1704, and 
1707, as the Provincial records of those dates do not 
mention any member from Qroton. 

In the following list of representatives I have given 
the church, civil and military titles found in the rec- 
ords, inasmuch as they indicate, approximately, the 
period when they were acquired. For nearly a cen- 
tury and a half the term of service of each member 
was during the year of his election. The name of 
John Sheple, as spelled in the town records, is writ- 
ten John Shepley in the Provincial records, but the 
two names refer to the same man, and the Nathaniel 
Sawtell of the town records is identical with the Na- 
thaniel Sartle of the Provincial records. 

H0U8S or EBPEE8ENTATIVK8. 

Date of Election, 
[NoTember 7, 1C83, Captain James Parker.] 
[May 9, 1689, Jobu Paris.] 

Under the CharUr of WiUiam and Mary. 

[Jun« 8, 1092, Nathaniel Lawrence.] 

[June 8, 1692, John Page.] 

[May 81, 1693 (first session), probably none chosen.] 

October 30, 1603 (second session), Oaptaiu James Parker. 

[May 30, 1694, probably none chosen.] 
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[May 20, 1605, probably none chosen.] 

[May 27, 1090, probably none chosen.] 

[Blay 20, 1007, probably none choeen.j 

[May 25, 1098, probably none choeen.] 

May 9, 1009, Jonas Prcscott. 

[Nay 29, 1700, probably none chosen.] 

[May 28, 1701, probably none chosen.] 

[May 27, 1702, probably none chosen.] 

[May 20, 1703, probably none choaon.] 

[Mny 31, 1704, prolmbly none choaon.] 

May 8, 1705, Jonas Prescolt 

May 8, 1700, Simon Stune. 

[May 28, 1707, probably none chosen.] 

[May 20, 1708, John Famsworth.] 

May 26, 1709, Ensign John Farnsworth. 

May 22, 1710, Ensign John Famsworth. 

[May .30, 1711, John Farnsworth.] 

May 7, 1712, Ensign John Farnsworth. 

May 11, 1713, Ensign Jolm Farnsworth. 

[May 20, 1714, John Faniswurth.] 

[Mny 25, 1715, Thomas Tarlrall.] 

[May .10, 1710, John Hhcph«y.] 

May 21, 1717, John Sheplo. 

[May 28, 1718, John Sheploy.] 

[May 27. 1719, John 8heploy.] 

May 6, 1720, Captain Jonas Proscott, Jr. 

May 22, 1721, Captain John Shoplo. 

August 8, 1721, f)aptaiii John Sheple. 

[May 30, 1722, Captain John Sheple.] 

May 1, 17^, Lieutenant IIei\|ani{n Prescott. 

May 18, 1724, Lieutenant Benjamin Prescott. 

May 14, 1725, Captain John Sheple. 

May 19, 1726, Captain John Shople. 

May 17, 1727, Benjamin Prescott 

May 10, 1728, Captain John Sheple. 

May 14, 1720, John Longley. 

Blay 18, 1730, Deacon John Longley. 

May 17, 1731, Deacon John Longley. 

[May 31, 1732, Nathaniel Sartle.] 

May 21, 1733, Nathaniel Sawtell, Esq. 

May 8, 1731, Benjamin Proscdtt, Kaq, 

May 19, 1735, Benjamin Prescott, Esq. 
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May 18, 1736, B^i^Amin PrcicoU, Smi. 

May 17, 1737, Colonel B6i\)MniD Pr«Kolt. 
May 16, 1738, B«i\iMuln Preaoott, Eiq. (died in offlooon August 3, 1738). 
December 26, 1788, Justice Metbaniel 8awtell,iu tbe piece of Ilei\ieinin 
Preicott, Esq., deceased. 

May 23, 1730, Justice Natbaniel Sawtell. 
[May 28, 1740, Jobu Lougley.] 
May 26, 1741, Justice Nathauiel Sawtell. 
May 12, 1742, Natbaniel Sawtell. 
[May 25, 1743, William Uwrence.] 
May 14, 1744, Natbaniel Sawtell. 
May 17, 1746, William Lawrence, Esq. 
May 18, 174U, William Uwrence, Esq. 
Mi^ 18, 1747, William Lawrence, Esq. 
May 17, 1748, William I^wrence, Esq. 
May 22. 1740, William Lawrence, Estj. 
May 28, 1760 (tbe town voted not to send). 
May 27, 1761, WlUiam Lawrence, Esq. 
May 14, 1762, William Lawrence, Esq. 

The district of Shirley was set off from Qroton on 
January 5, 1753, and the district of Pepperell, tliree 
months later, on April 12th, and after these dates, un- 
til the period of the Revolution, the two districts 
were represented in the General Court by the parent 
town. 

DaU of BkotioH. 
May 14, 1763, William Lawrence, Esq. 
[May 20, 1764, William Lawrence.] 
May 13, 1765, Oulonel William I^awrence. 
May 17, 1760, William Uwrence, Ewi. 
May 13, 1767, William Lawrence, Esq. 
May 17, 1768, Willbun Lawrence, Esq. 
May 26, 1750, William Lawronce, Esq. 
May 20, 1700, William Lawrence, Esq. 
May 16, 1701, William Lawrence, Esq. 
May 17, 1762, Captain Abel Lawrence. 
May 10, 1703, Captain Abel Lawrence. 
May 21, 1704, Oeptain Abel Lawrence. 
May 14, 1706, Captain Abel Lawrence. 
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May 12, 1766, Oolonel Jamet Proecott. 
May 18, 1767, Oolonel James Preacott. 
May 10, 1768, Oolonel James Prescott. 
May 23, 1760, Oolonel Janiee Preecott. 
May 21, 1770, (Jolonel Jaiiiiw Vrtmcoli. 
May 20, 1771, Oolonel Janien Preecott. 
May 18, 1772, Oolonel James Prescott. 
May 17, 1773, Colonel James Prescott. 
May 0, 1774, Colonel James Prescott. 
May 22, 1775, Honorable James Prescott. 

Afler this date Pepperell and Shirley were each 
represented in the General Court separately, and not 
by the parent town. Owing to the political disturb- 
ances, a new Assembly was chosen by the Province 
in the summer of 1775. The precept issued to the 
town of Groton, with the answer, is found among the 
Archives (CXXXVIII. 214) at the State House, as 
follows : 

** COLONT OF THK MaSSAOHUSRTTS BAT. 

** Those are to will, and require yon forthwith to cause the Freeholders, 
k other Inhabitants of yonr town that have an Estate of Freehold in 
land within this Ck)lony or Territory of forty Shillings f('. annum at the 
least, or other Estate to the value of forty Pounds sterling, to assemble 
at such time, & Place as yon shall appoint ; then ft there to elect, and 
depute one or more Persons (being freeholders, and resident in the same 
town) according to a number sot, ft limited by an Act of the Qeneral 
Oourt or Assembly, which was convenM at Watertown on the nineteenth 
day of July current for the Service of this Colony, and Is still In being ; 
and to cause the Person or Persons to electa and deputed by the major 
part of the electors present at such election to be timely notified, ft sum- 
mone<l by one of the constables of yonr town forthwith to attend the 
Borvice of thin Provlnro In the siiM goneral Court, or Assembly, ft dur< 
Ing (he S<Mwion or Sessions of the same.—— Hereof fall not, and make 
a Uetnrn of this Precept with the name r»r names of the Person, or Per- 
sons so elected, ft deputed, with their being sunmioned Into the General 
Assembly, as soon as may be after such election, ft summons shall be 
made. 

"Dated at Watertown this 3l«t-day of July A.D. 1776. 

*' By order of the House of Representatives 

'* Ja8 : Warskn Weaker 
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** To the Selectmen of the town of 

Oroton in the Ootiuty 

of Middlenex GreeilDg. 

** Pannant to the Precept within written the Vreeholden and other 
Inhabitants of the town of Groton qualify'd as is therein directed, upon 
dne Warning giTen, essembled and met together on the Twenty first day 
of August and then did elect, ft depute Gapt. Joeiah Sartell— to servo 
for, and represent them in the Session, or Sessions of the great, and gen- 
eral Court or Asaembly whidi was conven'd at Watertowu on tlio nine- 
teenth day of July current for the Service of this Colony the said Per- 
son being ohoeen by a mi^or part of the electors present. 

** Dated In Groton aforesaid the 2\'} day of August^A.I>. 1770. 

** OLiVKii ruMourr \ IM^ctm^m 
IsAAO Fauns WORTH V- of 
Amos Lawuancb ) Oroton 
** The Person chosen as abovesaid 
notified thereof A summon'd 
to attend accordingly 

by me Constable of Groton 

OUVES VLBTOnKK 

[Indorsed] ** Return from Groton Cap* Joeiah Sartell 

** Mr Fowle Please to make out a Precept for the town of Hancock in 
the County of Berkshire— according to this Foim — 

[Addressed] **To The Selectmen of the Town of Oroton.'* 

Dai9 of ElectUm. 
August 21, 1776, Captain Joeiah Sartell. 
Hay 20, 1776, Colonel Joeiah Sartell. 
May 26, 1777, Honorable James Prescott. Deacon Isaac Famsworth, 

declined, and Colonel Joeiah Sartell chosen in his place. 
May 18, 1778, Honorable James Prescott. 
May 17, 1779, Honorable James Prescott. 
May 15, 1780, Honorable Jamee Preecott. 

The first General Court of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts met on Wednesday, October 25, 1780, 
and the Honorable James rroscoit was the represen- 
tative from this town. He was chosen to the House 
on September 4th, and a short time later, in order to 
fill a vacancy in the Senate, he was elected to that 
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body by a conyention of both branches on Thursday, 
October 26, 1780 ; and subsequently by another simi- 
lar convention on Friday, October 27th, to the Execu- 
tive Council. At that time the Councilors and Sen- 
ators were chosen on the same general ticket, without 
any special designation of either office, and then the 
Legislature selected from the upper body the mem- 
bers of the Council. 

The Continental Journal, etc., (Boston), November 
2, 1780, gives a list of the members of the General 
Court, where Mr. Prescott appears not only as a rep- 
resentative, but also as a Senator and a Councilor ; 
and in another column of the same newspaper it is 
announced, as a resolution of the Legislature, that 
owing to Mr. Prescott's acceptance of the Senatorship, 
his office as sheriff of Middlesex County was render- 
ed vacant, and owing, furthermore, to the lack of time 
in filling it, agreeably to the new Constitution, the 
session cf the Superior Court of Judicature, Court of 
Assize and General Gaol Delivery would stand ad- 
journed for one fortnight. He was alRO chosen, during 
the years 1781, '82, '83, '84 and '86, first to the Senate, 
and shortly afteruHrds to the Council, where he ap- 
pears to have served through the respective terms. 
He had previously represented the town in the three 
Provincial Congresses of 1774 and 1775, and his ex- 
perience in legislative bodies was large. 

Two of the representatives in the following list, 
namely, the Hon. Timothy Bigelow and the Hon. 
Luther Lawrence, have been Speakers of the House. 
Mr. Bigelow was first chosen to that position on May 
29, 1805, and for eleven years, at intervals, he con- 
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tinued to fill the office— the longest term of service in 
that capacity ever held by one person — though during 
a part of this period he was representing the town 
of Medford. He was Speaker at the time of the 
separation of Maine from Massachusetts. Mr. 
Lawrence, a brother-in-law of Mr. Bigelow, was 
elected to the same office on May 29, 1822, and 
held it during one year. It is not a little singu- 
lar that they both were occupants, at different 
times, of the same dwelling, formerly situated on 
Main Street, but now moved away; and both had 
their law-offices in a building near by, where, also, 
Mr. Dana, the president of the Senate, had had his 
law-office. This coincidence is by no means weak- 
ened by the fact that Governor Boutwell, the present 
owner of the place, was once the Democratic candi- 
date for the Speakership, when the Legislature met 
on January 6, 1847, and he also was a resident of the 
town at that time. It may be worthy of note tliat 
another Speaker, the Hon. Timothy Fuller, the father 
of Margaret, who is known as the Countess d'Ossoli, 
was a citizen of Qroton for some years before his 
death, which took place on October 1, 1835. 

Under the Constitution originally the political year 
began on the last Wednesday of May, but the Sena- 
tors and Representatives wore chosen at different 
times. The members of the House were elected, 
annually, in the month of May, ten days at least be- 
fore the last Wednesday of that month, and their 
term of service was during the year of their election. 
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URDKR TBI 8TATK 00N8TITUTI0M. 

Bote o/ ShetioH. 
September 4, 1780, Hon. James Preecott. 
May 14, 1781, l>eacon Isaac Farns worth. 
May 13, 1782, Deacon Isaac Farnsworth, declined, and Israel Ilobart 

chosen in hl8 pUce. 
Blay 12, 1783, Israel Ilobart. 
May 10, 1784, Dr. BeuJamin Blorse. 
May 9, 1785, Ebenezer Champnoy. 
May 8, 1786, Mlie town voted by one minority not to send). 

On March 7, 1787, the General Court passed an or- 
der fining the town of Groton twenty-four pounds and 
ten sliil lings for its neglect to send a representative 
during the preceding year. Forty other towns were 
fined various sums at the same time for a similar 
neglect ; and among them were Pepperell, Dunstahle, 
Westford, Littleton, Harvard and Lunenhurg. 

Dote of Electum. 
May 7, 1787, Dr. Benjamin Morse. 
May 12, 1788, Dr. Henjaniln Morse. 
May 11, 1780, Dr. ncnjiiniin Morse. 
May 4, 1700, (the town voted not to send). 
May 0, 1701, Mivjor Aaron Brown. 
May 7, 1792, Mnjor Aaron Brown. 
May 6, 1793, Mi^or Aaron Brown, Mr. Timothy Bigelow. 
May 12, 1794, Mr. Timothy Bigelow. 
May 6, 1795, Mr. Timothy Bigelow. 
May 2, 1796, Mr. Timothy Bigelow. 
May 1, 1797, Mr. Timothy Bigelow. 
May 14, 1798, Hon. Timothy Bigelow. 
May 0, 1790, Hon. Timothy Bigelow. 
May 6, 1800, Hon. Timothy Bigelow. 
May 4, 1801, Hon. Timothy Bigelow. 
May 3, 1802, Hon. Timothy Bigelow. 
May 2, 1803, Samuel Dana. 
May 7, ISO*!, Hon. TImotliy Bigelow, 
May 0, 1805, Hon. Timothy Bigelow, Sptaktr, 
May 6, 1800, Hon. Timothy Bigelow, fipeaXw. 
May 4, 1807, Joseph Moors. 

9 
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May 2, 1806, JoMpb Moon. 

May 1, 1809, JoMph Moon, Oliver Prtacott. 

May 7, 1810, OliTtr PtmcoU, JamM Braaar. 

Hay 8, 1811, Misior Joseph Moon, M^Jor Thomaa Gardner. 

May 4, 1812, Joeeph Moon, Luther Lawrence. 

May 8, 1813, Joeeph Moon, Luther Lawrence. 

May 2, 1814, Joseph Moon, Luther Lawrence. 

May 1, 1815, Luther Lawrence. 

May 6, 1810, Luther Lawrence. 

May 5, 1817, Luther Lawrence. 

May 4, 1818, Luther Lawrence. 

May 3, 1819, Luther Lawrence. 

May 1, 1820, Luther Lawrence. 

May 7, 1821, Luther Lawrence. 

May 6, 1822, Luther Lawrence, Bp^aker. 

May 12, 1823, (the town votoU not to send). 

May 23, 1824, Oaptalu Moah tthaituok. 

May 2, 1826, Hon. Samuel Dana. 

May 1, 1820, Hon. Samuel Dana. 

Mwy 7, 1827, Hon. Samuel Dana. 

May 6, 1828, (the town Toted not to send). 

May 4, 1820, Caleb Butler, declined, and William Livermore chosen in 

his place. 
May 8, 1880, Luther Lawrence, William LiTermore. 
Blay 11, 1831, Captain John Boynton. 

(The town Toted not to choose a second repreeentative.) 

By the tenth Article of Amendment to the Consti- 
tution of MasHachusetts, adopted by the Qeneral 
Court during two auceesBive sessions, and ratified by 
the people on May 11, 1831, the beginning of the 
political year was changed from the last Wednesday 
in May to the first Wednesday in January, and the 
day of election changed to the second Monday in 
November. In this list hereafter the term of service 
is during the year following the date of election. 

DaU of EUcthn. 
NoTember 12, 1832, Captain John Boynton, Captain John Bockwood. 
MoTember 11, 1833, Captain John Boynton, Captain John Bockwood. ^.'3 
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November 10, 1834, Cnptaln John Boynton, Ttmothy Blood. 
November 9, 1835, Oaptaln John Boynton, Timothy Blood. 
November 14, 1836, John Gray Park, Dr. JodiuA Green. 
November 13, 1837, Dr. Joehua Green. 

(The town voted not to choose a teeond representative.) 
November 12, 1838, John Gmy Park, Gaptain Daniel Shattnok. 
November 11, 18:)9, (the town voted not to send.) 
November 9, 1810, John Boy n ton. 
November 8, 1841, George Sewall Bontwell. 
November 14, 1842, George Sewall Bontwell. 
November 13, 1843, George Sewall Bontwell. 
November 11, 1844, William Livermore, Jr. 
November 10, 1845, William Livermore, Jr. 
November 10, 1846, George Sewall Bontwell. 

Mr. Boutwell was chosen on the third trial by five 
majority. On the preceding day there had been a 
tie vote twice between him and Edward Coburn, the 
Whig candidate. 

Dnt« of £/eefiD»; 
Novnmlier R, 1847, Goorgo Sownll Boutwell. 
Novomlior 13, 1818, Geurgo Sewall lUintwolI. 
Novonibrr 12, 18'ln, Gonrgo Sewall Bontwell. 
NoTomlM>r 11, 1850, PIiIiioIiad Gilnmn Prescott. 
Nnvombor 10, ISfil, Phlnohns Gihiian Prescott. 
November 8, 1852, Willinm Hliattnck. 
November 14, 1853, Wlllhun Shattiick. 
November 13, 1854, John Warren Parker. 
November 12, 1855, John Warren Parker. 

By the fifteenth Article of Amendment to the State 
Constitution, adopted by the General Court during 
two successive sessions, and ratified by the people on 
May 23, 1855, the day of election was changed to the 
Tuesday next after the first Monday in November. 

Dale of Ele<Uion. 
November 4, 185G, Warren Fay Stone. 

Under Chapter CCCVIII., Acts of 1857, a new 
apportionment of Representatives was made through- 
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out the State, and the town of Qroton became, there- 
by, in connection with the towns of Pepperell, Shir- 
ley, Westford and Dunstable, the Twenty-eixth Mid- 
dlesex District, with two Representatives. 

Dot* of BUothn, 
November 8, 1857, Eliel Shoniway. 
Koveinber 3, 1857, Bobert Parker Woodi. 
November 7, 1800, George Henry Brawn. 
November 4, 1803, George Samuel Qatee. 
November 8, 18G5, Benjamin Franklin Taft 

Mr. Shumway's election was contested before the 
Qeneral Court by Allen Cummings, of Dunstable, 
and a hearing was given by the Committee on Elec- 
tions ; but the matter was decided in favor of Mr. 
Shumway. For a full statement of the case, see 
*' Reports of Controverted Elections in the Senate 
and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts from 1853 to 1885 inclusive '* (page 
41), by Edward P. Loring and Charles Theodore 
Russell, Jr. (Boston, 1886). 

By another apportionment, made under Chapter 
cm.. Acts of 1866, Groton and Pepperell became 
the Thirty-first Middlesex District, and were entitled 
CO one Representative. The town of Ayer, on its 
incorporation, February 14, 1871, except that part 
which had previously belonged to Shirley, was added 
to the district. 

DaU of EUoUon. 
November 7, 1866, Danial Needbam. 
November 4, 1868, William Livermore. 
November 2, 1869, Edmund Dana Bancroft. 
November 6, 1873, George Samuel Gatea. 

By still another apportionment, under Chapter 
XV., Acta of 1876, Qroton became, in connection 
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with Westford, Duns^^ble and Pepperell, the Thirty- 
fourth Middlesex District, and entitled to one Repre- 
sentative. 

Dat0 of Election. 
MoTemb«r 8, 1876, Am StfllmRn Lawrence. 
NoTember 3, 1880, Am Stillnian Lawrence. 
NoTamber 7, 1883, Moeea Poor Palmer. 
NoTeniber 12, 188C, George Sumner GraTea. 

Colonel Willinm Lawrence was a member of the 
General Court during seventeen years, — the longest 
term of service of any Representative from the town ; 
and afler him came the Hon. James Prescott, who 
served fifteen years. 

Mr. Boutwelljs now the senior surviving member, 
and, with the exception of Phineas Oilman Prescott, 
William Shattuck, Warren Fay Stone, George Henry 
Brown and George Sumner Graves, all his successors 
are still alive. 

REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD. 

riRST PROVINCIAL OOMORBSa OF DEPUTIS8. . 

Date of Eleethnl Term o/ Servicf, 
Hay 0, 1774 Honorable James Preacott 1774 

SECOND PROVINCIAL CONGRESS OP DEPUTIES. 

December 26, 1774 . . . Honorable James Prescott ....... 1775 

THIRD PROVINCIAL CONGRESS OP DEPUTIES. 

May 22, 1775 Honorable James Prescott ....... 1775 

MEMBERS OP THE BOARD OP WAR. 

Octohor 30, 1776 Oliver Prescott, declined. 

November 16, 1770 . . . James Prescott 177G-1770 

MP.MnRR OP TUB COUNCIL. 

May 20, 1777 Oliver Pnwolt 1777-1770 

According to the records of the General Court, 
when the Board of War was first chosen on October 
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30, 1776, "Brigf. Prescot" was elected a member. 
This referred to Dr. Oliver Prescott, at that time a 
brigadier-general, but it does not appear that he ever 
toolc his seat with the board. On November 13th the 
records state that two of the members, whose names 
are given, had declined, and their places were at once 
filled ; and on November 16th five more resignations 
were announced, — though no names are mentioned, — 
and the vacancies then filled. Dr. Prescott was un- 
doubtedly one of the five who declined at this time. 
Among those chosen at the second election was 
"Colonel Prescot," who was James, a brother of 
Oliver. It is a little singular that their Christian 
names are not given in the records, as both were well- 
known men. The " Journal of the House/' October 
30, 1776, prints the name of ** James Prescoti, Esq ; " 
as one of the nine original members chosen at that 
time, but this is an error. Colonet Prescott attended 
his first meeting with the Board of War on Decem- 
ber 18, — according to the manuscript minutes of the 
Board. 

VARIOUS OFFICERS. 

OOTBRNOS OF TIIS OOMMOMWKALTH. 

DaU of Bl0etion, Tn-m of 8«r»ie4^ 

January 11, 1861 . . . Iloiiomblo Guorge SowiiU Doiitwoll 1851, 1862 

SKORKTASy OF TlIK UNITKD 81'ATK8 TKKAaUttY. 

(Under Preaideut Grant.) 
March 11, 1800 .... Ilonorablo George SewaU Boatwell . 1869-1873 

8KNAT0S IN C0KGBB88. 

March 12,1873 .... Ilonorablo George Sowali Doutwoll . 1873-1877 

BBPRUBMTATIVM IN 00MGUK88. 

November ft, 1810 . . . Honorable William Blerchaut Rich- 

ai^laon 1811-1814 

November 7, 1814 . . . Honorable Samuel Dana 1814. 1816 

November 4, 1862 . . . Honorable George Sewell Boutwell 1803-1860 
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MBMBKH8 OF THK EXBCUTITK COUNCIL. 

October 27, 1780 .... Honorable James Preecott . . 1780-1784, 1786 
May 28, 1802 Honorable Timothy Bigelow 1802 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTOR. 

NoTember 6, 1820 . . . Honorable Samuel Dana 1820 

(The Kloctoml Gullngo of Masmchnnctts cast Its vuto on December 7f 
1820, unanimously in favor of James Monroe for President.) 

DELEGATES TO CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS. 

OonomtionforformiHg the CoruUhUion of M(U$aohmutt$f Beptemhtr 1, 1779. 

Dote of EUelion, T^rm of Bervico. 

August 10, 1779 .... Honorable James Snlllvan 1779, 1780 

(Mr. SuUiran was afterward Governor of the Commonwealth, and 
died on December 10, 1808. while hnhiing the ofllce.) 

Oonvmlifon for adopting th« CoiutihUion of the United Stat^, January 

9, 1788. 

December 3, 1787 .... Dr. Benjamin Morse, Jowph Sheple, Esq. 1788 
(Both these delegates opposed the adoption.) 

Obtt««Nlioii/or ciUring the ConHihUUni of Mtiuachueeiti, November 16, 1820. 



A ^»- .a<wx f Honorable Samuel Dana, ) ..^ 

Augt,st21, 1820 { ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^;^ } . . . 1820, 



1821 



Convention for aUerittg the ConUitution of Naeeaehueeltif Nag 4, 1863. 

Btarch 7, 1863 ..... John Gray Park, Esq 1863 

(Mr. Boutwell, of Groion, represented the town of Berlin, Worces- 
ter County, in this Convention.) 

JUDGES AND OTHER COURT OFFICERS. 

CHIEF JUSTICE OT TDE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. 

Dale of Appointment. Term of Service. 

June 3, 1803. . . Honorable James Prescott, Jr 1803 

(By an Act passed on June 21, 1811, the Court of Common Pleas 
became the Circuit Court of Common Pleas.) 

CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. 

October 14, 1811 . . Honorable Samuel Dana 1811-1820 

JUSTICE OF COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. 

December 21, 1782 . . Honorable James Prescott 1782-1800 
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I 

JVDOU or PBOBATK. 

July 1,1770 llonoiublo Oliver PrtMCDtt 1770-1804 

(ItoapiKiluted ou March i27, 17H1.) 
rebmuy 1, 1805 . . . Honorablo James IVeecott, Jr. ... . 180fr-1821 

siiBHirr. 
Beptember 8, 1775 . . Honorable Jamee Preaoott 177&-1780 

OLSBK or TUB OOVBT OF COMMON PLBAS. 

May 28, 1788 .... William Swan, Eaq 1788-1789 

"The Massachusetts Register and United States 
Calendar for the year of our Lord 1806" (page 75) 
gives Ephraim Wood, of Qroton, as one of the jus- 
tices of the Court of Common Pleas in Middlesex 
County, but the place of residence is without doubt a 
mistake. I cannot find that Judge Wood ever lived 
at Groton. 

A LIST OF THE RESIDENTS 

0/ Chroton who field Cmnmmiom from the Oovemor 
and Oouncilf during the l*romncial Period, 

Dtttt of AppoUUmaU, 

Anguat 27, 1713, Captain Jonaa Preecott, Jiutlce of tbe Peace. 

December 0, 1715, Oaptain Jonaa Preeoott, Juetice of tbe Peace. 

Pecember 26, 1727, Bei^amin Preecott, Justice of tbe Peace. 

October 10, 1720, Bei^amin Preaoott, Justice of tbe Peace. 

Marcb 10, 1720-30, Gai>taiu Natbaniol Burtle, Jutttico of the Peace. 

July 0, 1781, Beivfauin Preaoott, Justice of the Peace. 

July 0, 1731, Nathaniel Sartte, Justice of the Peace. 

June 27, 1736, Beqjamin Preeoott, in place of Paul Dudley, a Special 
Justice of the Superior Court of Judicature. 

January 2, 1736-36, Beqjamin Prescott, Justice of tbe Peace and of the 
Quorum. 

NoTember 10, 1787,BenJamin Prescott, in place of Paul Dudley, a Spec- 
ial Justice in diters cases. 

December 20, 1739, William Lawrence, Justice of the Peace and of tbe 
Quorum. 

August 12, 1740, William Lawrence, Special Justice of the Inferior 
Court of Common Pleas. 
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June 21, 1751, William Lawrence, SpocialJustlce of the Inferior Oonrt 

of Common Pleaa. 
January 2, 1753, Jamee Preacott, Justice of the Peace. 
June 20, 1755, William Lawrence, Justice of the Inferior Ck>nrtof Oom- 

men Plens, in place of Francis Fulham, resigned. 
Korember 20, 1761, William Lawrence, Justice of the Peace and of the 

Quorum. 
Noveniber 20, 17G1, James Preecott, Justice of the Peace. 
June 8, 1704, Abel Lawrence, Justice of the Peace. 

CoHONEiia. — Tlic first three names montioned below 
are takni from tlie Council records ; but the others 
are found in the "Record of Civil Commissions," in 
the office of the Secretary of State. Under the Con- 
stitution coroners were appointed for life, unless 
sooner removed ; but by an act passed on April 29, 
1862, their tenure of office was limited to seven years, 
subject to reappointment. By another act passed on 
May 9, 1877, the office was abolished, and, so far as 
related to inquests, the medical examiner was substi- 
tuted in place of the coroner. 

Date of Appointment. 

March 8, 1759, Israel Hubbard [Elobart]. 

MoTember 20, 1761, Israel Hobart. 

(These two persons were the same.) 
July 12, 1760, Isaac Fnrnsworth. 
August 28, 1776, Isaac Farnsworth. 
September 24, 1778, Ephraim Russell. 
March 27, 1781, Ephraim Russell. 
March 2, 1790, Samuel Lawrence. 
March 2, 1700, Peter Edes. x 

January 7, 1801, Siimson Woo<l8. 
February 3, 1803, William Farwell Brazer. 
July 4, 1803, James IjCwIr, Jr. 
July 5, 18(K>, William Lawronco. 
Febmary 2(», 1810, Abel Farnsworth. 
August 20, iRll, Jacob Lakin Parker. 
March 2, 1813, Aukm Lawrence. 
May 26, 1817, Bei\Jamin Moon. 
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fttbrnAiy 9, 1820, William Autkin Bancroft. 

(Hr. Bancroft wm a resideDt of Tomiaend at the time of bia 
appointment.) 
January 16, 1828, Darid Ohildf. • 

June 29, 1862, Jacob Pollard. 
Majr 16, 1866, John MaK>n Porter. 
April 2, 1868, Eueebiue Silsby Olarke. 
April 10, 1860, Ata Stillnian Lawrence. 
January 24, 1806, John Quincy Adams McOoUetter. 
April 16, 1867, Aaa Stillman Lawrence. 
April 30, 1860, Bei\)amiu Lincoln Howe. 
April 90, 1874, Aaa Stillman Lawrence. 

NATIVES OF OROTOK 

And Hendents of the Ibwn, who have Afterward Filled 
Important Poaitione JEUfwhere, 

Honorable John Prescott Bigelow, born at Qroton 
on August 25, 1797, Harvard College, 1815 ; Secretary 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1886-43; 
Member of the Executive Council, 1845-49 ; Mayor 
of Boston, 1849-51. Died in Boston on July 4, 
1874. 

Honorable Henry Adams Bui lard, born at Qroton 
on September 9, 1788, Harvard College, 1807 ; Justice 
of the Sixth District Court of Louisiana, 1822-81 ; 
Representative in Congress from Alexandria and New 
Orleans, Louisiana (Twenty-first, Twenty-second and 
Thirty-first Congresses), 1881-84, '50, '51 ; Justice of 
the Supreme Court of Louisiana, 1884-46, with the 
exception of a few months in 1889, when he acted as 
Secretary of State. Died in New Orleans on April 
17, 1851. 

Mr. Bullard's father was the settled minister at 
Pepperell, but all the printed accounts of his life say 
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that he was born at Qroton, which is my authority for 
the statement. 

Honorable Willard Hall, born at Westford on. De- 
cember 24, 1780, Harvard College, 1799 ; studied law 
with tho llononiblo Samuel Dana at Groton ; Secre- 
tary of the State of Delaware, 1811-14, *21 ; Repre- 
sentative in Congress from Wilmington, Delaware 
(Fifteenth and Sixteenth Congresses), 1817-21 ; Judge 
of the United States District Court in Delaware, 
1823-71. Died in Wilmington on May 10, 1876. 

Honorable John Harris, born at Harvard on Octo- 
ber 13, 1769, Harvard College, 1791; studied law with 
the Honorable Timothy Bigelow at Groton ; Justice 
of the Superior Court of Judicature of New Hamp- 
shire, 1823-33. Died at Hopkintou, New Hampshire, 
on April 23, 1845. 

Honorable Amos Kendall, born at Dunstable on 
August IG, 1789, Dartmouth College, 1811 ; studied 
law with the Honorable William Merchant Richard- 
son at Groton ; Postmaster-General under Presidents 
Jackson and Van Buren, 1835-40. Died in Wash- 
ington, D. C, on June 12, 1869. 

Honorable Abbott Lawrence, born at Groton on 
December 16, 1792 ; Representative in Congress from 
Boston (Twenty-fourth and Twenty -sixth Congresses), 
1835-37, '39, '40 ; Presidential Elector, 1844 ; Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to Great 
Britain, 1849-52. Died in Boston on August 18, 
1855. 

Honorable John Locke, born at Hopkinton, Massa- 
chusetts, on February 14, 1764, Harvard College, 
1792 ; studied law with the Honorable Timothy 
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Bigelow at Qroton ; Representative in Congress from 
Ashby, Massachusetts (Eighteenth, Nineteenth and 
Tvfentieth Congresses), 1828-29; Member of the 
Executive Council, 1831. Died in Boston on March 
29, 1855. 

Honorable Thomas JEtice, born at Pownalborough 
(now Wiscasset), Maine, on March 30, 1768, Harvard 
College, 1791 ; studied law with the Honorable 
Timothy Bigelow at Groton ; Representative in Con- 
gress irom Augusta, District of Maine, Massachusetts 
(Fourteenth and Fifteenth Congresses), 1815-19. 
Died at Winslow, Maine, on August 24, 1854. 

Honorable William Merchant Richardson, born at 
Pelham, New Hampshire, on January 4. 1774, Har- 
vard College, 1797 ; Preceptor of Groton Academy, 
1799-1802 ; studied law with the Honorable Samuel 
Dana at Groton; Postmaster, 1804-12; Representa- 
tive in Congress from Groton (Twelfth and Thirteenth 
Congresses), 1811-14; removed to Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, and afterward became Chief Justice of 
the Superior Court of Judicature of that State, 1816- 
38. Died at Chester, New Hampshire, on March 23, 
1838. 

Honorable Ether Shepley, born at Groton on No- 
vember 2, 1789, Dartmouth College, 1811 ; Senator in 
Congress from Maine, 1833-36 ; Justice of the Supreme 
Judicial Court of Maine, 1836-48 ; Chief Justice of 
the same Court, 1848-55. Died in Portland on Janu- 
ary 15, 1877. 

Honorable Samuel Emerson Smith, born at Hollis, 
New Hampshire, on March 12, 1788, Harvard Col- 
lege, 1808 ; studied law with the Honorable Samuel 
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Dana at Qroton ; Justice of the Court of Common 
Pleas of Maine, 1822-1830; Governor of Maine, 
1831-1833; Justice of the Court of Common Pleas 
again, 1835-1837. Died at Wiscasset, Maine, on 
March 3, 1860. 

Honorable Asahel Stearns, born at Lunenburg, 
June 17, 1774, Harvard College, 1797 ; Preceptor of 
Groton Academy during a short period immediately 
aft-er his graduation ; studied law with the Honorable 
Timothy Bigelow at Groton ; representative in Con- 
gress from Chelmsford, Massachusetts (Fourteenth 
Congress), 1816-1817 ; Univerrity Professor of Law at 
the Harvard Law School, 1817-1829. Died in Cam- 
bridge on February 5, 1839. 

Honorable James Sullivan, born at Berwick, Maine, 
on April 22, 1744; Member of the three Provin- 
cial Congresses, from Biddeford, 1774, 1775 ; resident 
of Groton, 1778-1782; delegate to the Continental 
Congress, 1782 ; Member of the Executive Council, 
1787; Judge of Probate, Suffolk County, 1788-1790; 
Attorncy-Genenil, 1790-1807; First President of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, 1791-1806; Gov- 
ernor of the Commonwealth, 1807, 1808. Died in 
Boston on December 10, 1808, while in office. 

Honorable John Varnum, born at Dracut on June 
26, 1778, Harvard College, 1798 ; studied law with 
the Hononiblo Timothy Bigelow at Groton ; Ucpro- 
sentalive in Congress from Haverhill, Massachusetts 
(Nineteenth, Twentieth and Twenty-first Congresses), 
1825-1831. Died at Niles, Michigan, on July 23, 
1836. 

In the spring of 1766 the odious Stamp Act was 
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pasBed, which did much to hasten public opinion to- 
ward the American Revolution. Thia town sympa- 
thized warmly with the feeling, and prepared to do 
her part in the struggle. A large number of her in- 
habitants had received their schooling in the French 
War, as their fathers before them had received theirs 
during the Indian troubles. Such persons did not 
now enter upon camp life as raw troops, but as ex- 
perienced and disciplined soldiers. The town had 
men willing to serve and able to command. The 
leaders of the Revolution displayed great foresight in 
the careAil attention paid to the details of their work ; 
and the final success of the struggle was due as much 
to their sagacity as to the deep feeling of the people. 
On the side of the patriots the skirmishes of April 19, 
1775, were fought by companies made up of minute- 
men, organized on a recommendation of the First 
Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, in a resolve 
passed at Cambridge on October 26, 1774. It was at 
that time recommended to the field officers of the 
vai*iou8 militia regiments that they should enlist at 
least one-quarter of their respective commands, and 
form them into companies to be held in readiness, at 
the shortest notice by the Committee of Safety, to 
march to the place of rendezvous. Such soldiers 
soon became known as minute-men, and proved to be 
of very great help and strength to the popular cause. 
Two companies were enlisted at Groton ; and at the 
desire of the officers, the Rev. Samuel Webster, of 
Temple, New Hampshire, on February 21, 1775, 
preached a sermon before them, which was afterward 
printed. It was there stated that a large majority of 
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the town had engaged to hold themselves in readi- 
ness, agreeably to the plan of the Provincial Congress, 
to act in the service of their country. The sermon is 
singularly meagre in those particulars which would 
interest us at the present time, and is made up largely 
of theological opinions,. perha|)S as valuable now as 
then, but not so highly prized. 

On the memorable 19th of April two compa- 
nies of minute-men, under the respective commands 
of Captain Henry Farwell and Captain Asa Law- 
rence, marched from Qroton to Concord and Cam- 
bridge ; and on the same day for the same destination 
two other companies of militia, under the respective 
commands of Captain Josiah Sartelland Captain John 
Sawtell. According to the company rolls at the Sfate- 
House, there were in Farwell's company, at the time 
of marching, three commissioned officers and fifly-twd 
men, and in Lawrence's three officers and forty-three 
men; and in the two militia companies (Sartell's) 
three officers and forty-five men, and (Sawtell's) one 
officer and twenty-five men, respectively, though in 
Sawtell's company some of the men were from Pep- 
perell. 

In the battle of Bunker Hill, on June 17, 1775, one 
commissioned officer and eleven soldiers, residents of 
Groton, were either killed in the fight or mortally 
wounded. This roll of honor comprises the names of 
Lieutenant Amaziah Fassett, who fell wounded and 
died a prisoner on July 5th; Sergeant Benjamin 
Prescott, a son of the Hon. James Prescott, and a 
nephew of Colonel William Prescott, who commanded 
the American forces, and privates Abraham Blood, 
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Ohamben Corey, James Dodge, Peter Fisk, Steplien 
Foster, Simon Hobart, Jonathan Jenkins, David 
Kemp, Robert Parker and Benjamin Woods. This 
was the largest loss experienced by any town in the 
battle, and it shows the patriotic character of the citi- 
zens at that period. Colonel Prescott, the commander 
on the American side, and three of the Pepperell 
soldiers who lost their lives in the Aght, were natives 
of Qroton. 

During the War for the Union the record of the 
town is equally honorable. According to General 
William Schouler's " History of Massachusetts in the 
Civil War " (ii. 409), she furnished four hundred men 
for the public service, whicli wtis a surplus of forty- 
nine over and above all demands; of whom twenty- 
four were commissioned officers. Forty of these sol- 
diers were either killed in battle or died of their 
wounds, or of sickness contracted in the army. A 
marble tablet with their names cut in the stone has 
been placed in the hall of. the Town-House in grate- 
ful recognition of their services and dedicated to their 
memory. The whole amount of money raised and 
appropriated by the town for war purposes, exclusive 
of State aid, was thirty-one thousand seven hundred 
and twenty-four dollars and forty-seven cents ($31,- 
724.47). 

Camp Stevens at Groton. — During the War of 
the Bebellion, in the autumn of 1862, the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts established a military camp 
at Groton, on the triangular piece of land situated in 
the southwesterly part of the town, and bounded by 
the Peterborough and Shirley Railroad, the Nashua 
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River and the road to Shirley Village. It contained 
eighteen or twenty acres, more or less, and at that 
time belonged to Joseph Cutts ; the entrance was near 
the angle made by the railroad and the highway. 
The Fifty-third Regiment of Infantry, Massachusetts 
Volunteer Militia, while its ranks were recruiting, 
was encamped on this ground. The regiment was 
raised from Groton and Clinton, Leominster, Fitch- 
burg and other towns in the neighborhood belonging 
to Worcester County, and was mustered into the 
public service for nine months. 

Special Order, No. 91(5, issued by the Adjutant- 
General of the Commonwealth, September 19, 1862, 
contains the following: 

"A cftmp of rendezToufl It eetablislied at Oroton Junction, Hiddlosex 
Go., where bamickt are being bntlt, which it denignated Gamp Stereiia. 
Oapt. W. 0. Sawyer, 23d Regt. Matt. Volt., it appointed Oomroandant 
Due notice will be glren when the barracttt are ready for uta.** 

Special Order, No. 955, under the date of Septem- 
ber 23d, has the following: 

**LIndtey Tllden [Charlet LInsoe Tilden], 20th Begt Matt. Volt, la 
detailed for Pott Afi^utant at Ganip Stereui^ Oroton/' 

The camp was so named in memory of General 
Isaac Ingalls Stevens, a native of Andover and a 
graduate of West Point, who was killed in the battle of 
Chan til ly, Virginia, on September 6, 1862, only a fort- 
night before the camp was established. 

The commandant was Wesley Caleb Sawyer, born 
in the adjoining town of Harvard, on August 26, 
1889, who graduated at Harvard College in the class 
of 1861. Soon ador leaving Cambridge he was com- 
missioned, on October 8, 1801, as a captain in the 
10 
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Twenty-third Massachiigetts Volunteers, and he left 
the State with that regiment. He was attached to 
Bumeide expedition, that went to North Carolina; in 
the battle of Newbern, March 14, 1862, he was se- 
yerelj wounded, which resulted in the amputation of 
his left thigh, and necessarily prevented him from 
further participation in an active campaign. 

The regiment left Camp Stevens on Saturday, No- 
vember 29th, for New York, where it remained until 
January 17, 18G3, at which time it embarked for New 
Orleans. Subsequently to the departure of the troops 
from Qroton, the following order was issued : 

** Ck>MMONWBALTU OW MASSAOllUflRrTO, 

*' ilSAO QUARTBRS, BOSTON, DoC. 20, 1802. 

**8pecUl Order, Mo. 1311. 

** The troops which were enlisted and mustered into service at Gamp 
Stevens, Groton Junction, having left the Commonwealth for the seat of 
war, Oapt Wesley OL Sawyer, Gummandant of tlie Camp, is relieved 
from fiirthor service, and I am directed by His Bxcellency, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, to thank Capt. Sawyer for the acceptable manner in 
which he has performed the duties of his poet. 

" By order of the Commander-in-Chief, 

** William Sohoulbb, 

'*At(fl. Gwerai** 

Since the war Captain Sawyer has studied at 
Qdttingen, Germany, where he received the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy. He has held the professorship 
of Philosophy and Rhetoric at Lawrence IJniveri«ity, 
Appleton, Wisconsin, but 'is now connected, as a 
professor, with the Normal School at Oshkosli, Wis- 
consin. 

The barracks and other structures used by the 
soldiers at Camp Stevens have long since disappeared, 
and not a trace of the former occupation is to be seen. 
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Years ago some of the buildings were taken down, and 
the rest were removed, mostly to Ayer. George James 
Burns, Esq., a lawyer of that town, wrote an interest- 
ing article for The Oroion Landmark, June 25, 
1887, which traces the history of many of these build- 
ings. 

In the autumn of 1862, Dr. Edward Jarvis, of Dor- 
chester, was appointed by Surgeon-General Dale to 
visit the various camps in the State, of which there 
were ten, and report on their sanitary condition. The 
result of his labors may be found in two communi- 
cations printed in The Boston MediccU and Surgical 
Journal for December 4 and 11, 1862 (LXVII. 364- 
367 and 381-384, respectively), wherein he makes 
some criticism on Camp Stevens. 

According to the " Record of Massachusetts Volun- 
teers, 1861-65" (I. 390-392), the following soldiers 
died in camp at Groton : Henry A. Waters, of Shir- 
ley, Co. D, on October 25, 1862; Spencer Stockwell, 
of Athol, Co. E, November 20th; and Daniel P. Hem- 
en way, of Uarre, Co. F, December 1st. 

The veterans of the war have organized a post of 
Grand Army of the Republic, which is called the 
E. S. Clark Post, No. 115. It is named after Major 
Eusebius Silsby Clark, of Groton, a gallant officer of 
the Twenty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteers, who was 
mortally wounded at Winchester, Virginia, on Sep- 
tember 19, 1864, and died on October 17, 1864. 

The Population op Groton at Different 
Times. — The town of Groton was formerly a much 
more important place relatively, both in size and in- 
fluence, than it is at the present time. According to 
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the census of 1790, it was then the second town in 
Middlesex County, Cambridge alone having a larger 
population. At that time Groton had 322 families, 
numbering 1840 persons ; and Cambridge, 355 fami- 
lies, numbering 2115 persons. Charlestown had a pop- 
ulation of 1583, and Newton, 1360. Reading, with 
341 families (nineteen more than Groton), numbered 
1802 persons (thirty-eight less than Groton). Woburn 
then had a population of 1727 ; Framingham, 1598 ; 
Marlborough, 1554, and Waltham, 882. Pepperell 
contained 1132 inhabitants; Shirley, 677 ; Westford, 
1229, and Littleton, 854. 

There were at that time in Middlesex County forty- 
one towns, which number has since been increased to 
forty-seven towns and seven cities ; and in the mean- 
while Brighton and Charlestown have been merged in 
the municipality of Boston, and thus have lost their 
separate existence. Major Aaron Brown, of Groton, 
and General Henry Woods, of Pepperell, were the 
marshals who took the census of the county, with the 
exception of that small portion lying on the further 
side of the Merrimack River. 

A comparison of the population of the town at dif- 
ferent periods is somewhat interesting to those famil- 
iar with its history: John Tinker, in a petition to the 
General Court, dated October, 1659, four years after 
the incorporation of the town, says that the planta- 
tion "Continueth vnpeopled." The report of the 
committee, — of which Thomas Danforth was chair- 
man, — dated May 23, 1661, and already quoted, states 
that there were four or five families " planted '' at 
iiiiii time. In March, 1676, when the town was 
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burned by the Indians, it was estimated by the Rev, 
William Hubbard, In his narrative, that there were 
then sixty families in the place. Another writer of 
that period puts the number of dwellings destroyed 
at sixty-six, and says that only six houses were lefb 
standing. From these estimates it would appear that 
the population of the town at the time of its destruc- 
tion was between 300 and 350 inhabitants. From 
March, 1G7G, until the early spring of 1678 the settle- 
ment was abandoned and entirely deserted. In 
March, 1680, there were forty families in the town, as 
appears by some statistical returns printed in " The 
New England Historical and Genealogical Register " 
(V. 173) for April, 1851. In March, 1707-8, there 
were sixty-seven polls (" Collections of the American 
Statistical Association, '' p. 146), which would indicate 
a population of about 300 persons. At the beginning 
of the year 1755 there were fourteen negro slaves in 
town — seven men and seven women — who were six- 
teen years old or upwards. 

On June 2, 1763, Governor Francis Bernard sent a 
message to the General Court, expressing his wish that 
a census of the Province might be taken ; but that 
body paid no heed to the suggestion. On January 19, 
1764, he renewed the proposition, and apparently 
with better success ; for the Legislature, on February 
2d, adopted an order carrying out his wishes. The 
popular heart, however, was not in the work, and no 
interest was taken in the measure. The people were 
suspicions of the rulers in England, and jealoiu of 
all political interference.; and it is but natural that 
the census proceeded slowly. On March 5, 1765, an 
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act was passed by the General Court to carry into ef- 
fect an order which had previously been passed for 
numbering the people within the Province. This ac- 
tion shows that the Governor's pet scheme was not re- 
ceiving a warm support. 

With these drawbacks, and under such conditions, 
the first census of the houses, families and number of 
people in the Province of Massachusetts Bay ever 
talcen was finished in the year 1765. Singularly 
enough, there are now no returns of this enumeration 
among the Provincial or State Archives, where they 
were undoubtedly placed. How or when they disap- 
peared is a matter of conjecture ; but probably they 
were lost amid the confusion that naturally prevailed 
during the Revolutionary period. Fortunately a copy 
of this census was found by the late Judge Samuel 
Dana, of Groton, among some papers of a deceased 
friend, which had then lately come into his posses- 
sion; and by him seat to the Cblumbian Ceniinel 
newspaper, where it was printed for the first time in 
the issue of August 17, 1822, more than half a cen- 
tury after the enumeration was made. From this 
source is derived all the information concerning the 
figures of the census of 1705 ; and the printed copy, 
in the absence of any other, is an authority second in 
importance only to the original manuscript returns. 
At that time the town of Groton had 1408 inhabit- 
ants. 

Akin to this subject, there is in the Library of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society a memorandum- 
book, which contains some interesting facts con- 
nected directly or indirectly with the population of 
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the Commonwealth during the Revolutionary period. 
According to this authority the population of Qroton 
in the year 177G was 1639 ; the number of ratable 
polls in 1778 was 362, and the number in 1781 was 
896. 

In compliance with a resolution of Congress, an 
act was passed by the General Court of Massachu- 
setts on July 2f 1784, requiring the assessors of towns 
to make certain returns, from which it appears that 
there were at that time 418 polls in Qroton. This 
was the largest number returned by any town in the 
county, with the single exception of Cambridge, 
which had 457 polls ; and after Groton came Beading 
with 399 polls, and Woburn with 396, followed closely 
by Framingham with 389. 

At the several decennial dates of the United States 
census, the population of Groton has been as follows 
In the year 1790, 1,840; 1800, 1,802; 1810, 1,886 
1820, 1,897; 1830, 1,926; 1840, 2,139; 1860, 2,615 
1860, 3,193; 1870, 3,684, and 1880, 1,862. The town 
of Ayer was incorporated on February 14, 1871, and 
made up almost entirely from the territory of Gro- 
ton, which accounts for the great diminution in the 
population between the last two decennial periods, 
as given above. The new town started on its corpo«- 
rnte existence with a population nearly equal to that 
of the parent town, and, with all the vigor of youth, 
soon surpassed it in size. 

The population of Groton, as taken by the State 
in the quinquennial years, has been as follows: In 
the year 1855, 2,746; 1866, 3,176; 1876, 1,908, and 
1886, 1,987. By all the enumerations. National or 
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Statei made daring the present century, it will be 
seen that there has been a steady increase in the 
population of the town, with the exception of the 
period between the years 1860 and 1865, when there 
was a slight decrease of seventeen inhabitants, and of 
the period between 1875 and 1880, when there was a 
falling off of forty-six inhabitants. The loss in the 
first instance was due, of course, to the disturbing 
effects of the Civil War. 

The population of Ayer in the year 1885 was 2190 ; 
and if that village had not been separately incorpor- 
ated, the population of Groton would now be consid- 
erably more than 4000 inhabitants. According to 
the last State census there were thirty-two towns or 
cities in Middlesex County larger than Groton, and 
twenty-one towns smaller. 

The original Groton Plantation, as granted by the 
General Court on May 25, 1655, has furnished the 
entire territory of Ayer; the whole of Pepperell, with 
the exception of a narrow strip lying along its north- 
em boundary, which once belonged to the West Par- 
ish of Dunstable (Hollis); the whole of Shirley, with 
the exception of a small portion formerly known as 
''Btow Leg;" one-half of Dunstable; and has con- 
tributed more or less to form five other towns, namely. 
Harvard, Littleton and Westford (including a part 
of Forge Village), in Massachusetts, besides Nashua 
and Hollis, in New Hampshire. The total popula- 
tion of this territory is now more than 10,000 inhab- 
itants. 

Summary. — Population of Qroton at Different 
Times, — ^Town incorporated on May 25, 1655 ; in Oc- 
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tober, 1C59, "vn peopled;" in May, 16G1, four or five 
families; in Mnrcli, IGTO, nbout 800 inlmbitnnts; in 
March, 1680, forty families; in March, 1708, 67 polls; 
in March, 1765, 1408 inhabitants ; in 1776, 1689 in- 
habitants; in 1778, 862 polls; in 1781, 395 polls, and 
in 1784, 418 polls. 
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The approximate population of the town, under 
the national census of 1890, is 2071, though these 
figures are subject to ehange in the official county 

Slavery in Groton. — During a long period be- 
fore the llevolution, Qroton had one element in her 
population which does not now exist, and which to-day 
has disappeared from almost the whole civilized world. 
At the beginning of the ycnr 1755 there were fourteen 
negro slaves in town, seven men and seven women 
who were sixteen years old or upwards. At that 
time Townsend had three slaves, two men and one 
woman ; Shirley had one, a man ; and Pcpperell made 
no return of having any. Westford had. five, but the 
sex is not given. These facts are gathered from a 
census of negro slaves in Massachusetts, ordered by 
the Province, which is published in the third volume, 
second series, of the Collections of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society (pages 95-97). 

William Banks, a negro or mulatto, was married at 
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Qroton on December 21, 1719, by Francis FuUam, a 
justice of peace, to Hannah Wansamug. William 
appears to have been a slave belonging to Eleazer 
Bobbins, of Qroton, and Hannah was an Indian, who 
is called in the records 'Mate of Lancaster; " but un- 
fortunately the marriage was not a happy one. With 
all confidence in her husband, the wife bought his 
freedom, when he proved false to his plight and prom- 
ise, and deserted her. The story, told in her own 
words, is found in the Journal of the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives, June 13, 1724 (page 39): 

" A Petition of HoHHoh Banks ludiau, thewing that ftlie bought of 
EUaaer Bobbku of Qroton hi« Sorvaut Mau*« Time, and gave a Bond 
of I. 16 for Payuient of the aaiue, that aflerwaiilx Hhe uiarrieU the tald 
Servant Han, who ii ilnce atwconded, and the eaid D'ytbu** hath put the 
aaid Bond In Suit, and cait the Petitioner iuto Priaou in BoUoh, that the 
Principal SMti with the Cliargeehath aiiiMU to I. 25 which Mr. Edward 
Bugglet of Boxbtt$Tf hath paid for her, praying this Court would pleaee 
to enable the laid Etlward Itugnkt to Sell nuoh a i>nrt of her Tinnd in 
. NaUok, aa will latiufy hint for hie advance of wild Twenlff-i^vc iWudt, 

'* Bead and couiiuitted to the Committee for PetitiounV* 

The following advertisement, not an unusual one 
for that period, appears in The Boston Evening- 
Post, July 80, 1739 : 

RAN away from hit Ma%Ur^ Mr, John Wooda of Groton, om Thunday 
th» 12th of thi$ lH9tuuU July, tt Negro Mau Servaul named Gueiar; 
about 22 Feori of Age, a pretty ehort well $ett Fellow. He carried with him 
a BIiM Chat and Jacket, a pair of JSm Dreeohet, a Oaetor Uat^ StocbiHgt 
and 8hoe$ of hie own, and a Nue Clulh (Joaiwitii flowered Metal batlont^ 
a white Jlow«r*d Jacket, a good Bever Hut, a Qray Wigg, and a pair of new 
BhoM of hit Master*!, with tome otMer thinge. It it tutpeoted there it tome 
white Ptnon that may be with him, or detiyu to make Ute of hi* ftlaster'n 
Apparel above detcribed. 

Whoever thatt take up the taid Servant, and bring him to hit above-taid 
Matter in Orpton, or 6e a JfeaiM of convicting any pertou or Confederate 
with taid Servant at above tutpected, thatt have Five Pouuda Reward for 
each of f Aent, and aU neoettary Charget paid. 
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Another advertisement appears in 7%e Boston 
Qaaette and Country Journal^ June 18, 1774, as 
follows : 

Ten DoUan Reward. 

RAN AWAY from tho Subdcrlber, Joufph Jlfooni, of Groton, In the 
County of Bfidillomx, ami Province of Maasachiuette-Bay, a 
Molatto Man Rorvant, naniod TITUS, aliont 20 Yearn of Age, of a mid- 
ling Stature, wean ehort cnrl*d Hair, line one of his Fdre<Teeth broke 
out, took with liim a blue Snrdan, a SnufT-coloured Coat, and a Pair of 
wliilo wanliM Leather Itroochcfi, a Pair <ir new CoM'-Iliilo PnmiM and a 
FurrM Hat with largo HHmH, and nundry other Articlce of Wearing 

ApiMirnl. Whoever will take up mid Servant and confine him in 

any of his Mnjesty's Goals, so that tho Owner may have him again, shall 
have TEN DOLLARS Reward and all necessary Charges paid, by 

JOSEPH MOORS. 

49* All 3[aitter» of VeneU and othern^ are hereby Caution''d offoinet 
Hnrhnurinfft Cotieealhigf or carrying qfeaid Servant, ai they unmld thenhy 
avoid the Penalty of the Law. 

The following marriage is entered in the church rec- 
ords under the date December 28, 1742 ; 'Triamus 
(Cap' Hoydens Negro man servant [)] to Margr*. Mo- 
latto formerly servant to S. S. both of Groton." It is 
also recorded that Margaret, the servant of Samuel 
Scripture, Jr., was baptized on January 30, 1733-34, 
and that she owned the church covenant at the same 
time. The initials *'S. S.** stand for Samuel Scrip- 
ture. This negro couple was afterward blessed with a 
family of children, and they lived on the west side of 
the Nashua River, a short distance north of the 
county road to Townscnd. His surname was I^ew or 
Lue, and his given name became contracted into Pri- 
mus ; and to this day the rise of ground, near the 
place where the Pepperell road leaves the main road, 
is known as Primus Hill, so called aflcr him. Mr. 
Butler thinks that perhaps Margaret's name was 
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Lew. See his History (page 454). Their oldest child, 
— Zelah, a corruption of Barzillai, — born at Qroton 
on November 5, 1743, was a famous musician, who 
lived at Dracut and the father of numerous children 
who were also musicians. He was a fifer in Captain 
John Ford's company of the twenty-seventh Massa- 
chusetts Kegimenti in service at the siege of Boston, 
and was present at the Dattle of Bunker Hill. 

About the year 1740 there was a negro slave in Gro- 
ton by the name of Boad, who used to look after the 
cattle sent up to Groton Gore in the spring to be pas- 
tured during the summer. See ** The Boundary Lines 
of Old Groton ** (page 37). The church records con- 
tains the entry of the baptism of Hagar, a servant ot 
William Green, on August 1, 1765. 

Akin to the subject of slavery in Groton is this 
item, from The Qroton Landmark^ November 14, 
1885;— 

*' Gov. Boutwell baa in an old icrap-book the following Interesting 
Memorandum : 

*Muyiu<, 1856. 

**Noab Shattuck, esq., Inform* me that there were eleven elavea In 
Groton when uluvery was abolished, and he mentioned the following 
names: Ghloe Williams, Phlllis Cutler, PhiUis Sartell, Ichabod 
Davis, Fanny Borden and William Cane. Phineas Wait also owned one 
slave." 

Noah Shattuck, a son of Job and Sarah (Hartwell) 
Shattuck, was born on August 30, 1772, and died on 
September 28, 1858. 

The following entry is found in the town records, 
and refers to the last survivor of negro slavery within 
the limits of the town. The institution was abolished 
by the adoption of the State Constitution in the year 
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1780, the courts holding that the Bill of Bights swept 
away the remnants of involuntary servitude: 

** Phillie Walby, eerrant to Josfah Sawtetl, Jun., deceMed, dlod at 
Groton, aged 70, Febniary — , 1821.** 

The following extract from the town records refers 
to Titus, who is advertised as a runaway in l^he 
Boston- Oazettef and Country Journal, June 13, 1774, 
as mentioned above. The advertiser was a son of 
Abraham Moors, the owner of Zebina, the slave- 
mother : 

** Titus, a molato boy born of Zebinah, a negro slare to M'. Abraham 
Moors, March — , 1761.** 

A List of the Town Clerks (from the year 1662 
to the present. time, with the dates of their election 
and terms of service. In this list the years are given 
according to the new style of reckoning, and in spe- 
cifying dates, small fractions of years are overlooked. 
The town was attacked by the Indians in the spring 
of 1676, and abandoned by the inhabitants until 
March, 1678. 

The earliest records of the town were written by 
Bichard Sawtell, and begin on June 23, 1662, though 
his election as town clerk was not recorded until De* 
cember 24, 1662. During the period since that date 
there have been thirty-four town clerks, of whom five, 
namely, Jonathan Morse, William Longley, Jr., James 
Blanchard, Jonathan Sheple and Samuel Bockwood, 
died while in oflice — Longley being killed by the 
Indians on July 27, 1694. During the early part of 
1682 Captain James Parker, Bichard Blood and Jonas 
Prescott made entries in the records, though no one of 
them appears to have been at the time town clerk. Jon- 
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athan Morse was the first who signed the records with 
his name, though the piactice with him was not con- 
stant. William Longley, William Longley, Jr., and 
John Longley were representatives of three successive 
generations in the same family, heing father, son and 
grandson. On December 9, 1687, William Longley, 
Jr., was chosen clerk, but he acted as such during 
only a part of the next town meeting on May 21, 
1688, when he was followed by Josiah Parker, who 
made the entry for so much of that meeting as oc- 
curred after his election. Mr. Bingham, the present 
occupant, has filled the position for more than thirly- 
five years continuously — by far the longest term of 
service of any town clerk. Joseph Lakin, with a rec- 
ord of seventeen years, comes next to him in length of 
time. Of all the persons mentioned in the list, only 
the last three are now living, namely, Mr. Boutwell, 
Mr. Parker and Mr. Brigham ; and their combined 
term of service covers just forty-four years. Since the 
death of Mr. Park, which took place on September 
23, 1876, these three have been the only survivors. 
Mr. Butler died on October 7, 1854, and Mr. Boyn- 
tpn on November 30, 1854 — less than eight weeks 
apart. 

Dat0 of EleetioH. 
December 24, 1G62, Bkhard Sawtell, 16C2-1064. 
January 27, 1665, Jamee Flak, 1666. 
December 2, 1666, William Longley, 1666, 1667. 
December 11, 1667, Jobu Page, 1668. 
Norember 11, 1668, Richard Blood, 1669. 
November 10, 1669, John Morw, 1670-1676. 

(Town abandoned during two years.) 
1678, James Parker, 1078, 1679. 
December 23, 1679, John Morse, 1680, 1681. 

1682, Jonathan Mono (died July 31, 1686), 1682-1680. 
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Decemlier 10, 1G86, Joaiah Parker, 1686, 1087. 

December 9, 1687, William Longley, Jr., 1688 (a ihort time only). 

May 21, 1688, Joeiah Parker, 168S-1601. 

December 10, 1691, Jonae Preecott, 1692. 

December 12, 1692, William Longley, Jr. (killed July 27, 1604), 1693- 

1694. 
March 4, 1696, James Blancbard, 1696. 
March 8, 1606, Jonas Prescott, 1696. 

December 10, 1696, James Blanchard (died Feb., 1704), 1697-1704. 
March 8, 1704, Thomas Tarlnsll, 1704, 1706. 
starch 6, 1700, Joseph Lakln, 1706-1722. 
March 6, 1723, John Longley, 1723-1726. 
March 7, 1727, Joseph Lakin, 1727. 
March 6, 1728, John Longley, 1728, 1720. 
March .3, 1730, Jonathan Slieple, 1730. ^ 
March 2, 1731, Thomas Tai-bel», Jr., 1731-1733. 
March 6, 1734, Jonathan Sheple, 1734-1744. 
March 6, 1745, Thomas Tarbeli, Jr., 1746-1766. 
March 1, 1767, Abel Lawrence, 1767-1704. 
March 6, 1706, Oliver Prescott, 1706-1777. 
Marrli 3, 1778, Isaac Farnsworth, 1778-1781. 
March 5, 1782, Abel Bancroft, 1782, 1783. 
March 2, 1784, Jonathan Keep, 1784. 
March 1, 1785, Abel Bancroft was chosen, but declined. 
March 1, 1786, Isaac Farnsworth, 1786-1787. 
March 4, 1788, Nathaniel Sartel was chnson, but declined. 
March 10, 1788, Joei-ph Shed, 1788-1794. 
March 3, 1796, Samuel Lawrence, 1795-1798. 
March 6, 1790, Samuel Rockwood (died May 29, 1804), 1799-1804. 
June 18, 1804, Oliver Prescott, Jr., 1804-1810. 
March 5, 1811, Joseph MansAeld, 1811-1814. 
March 7, 1816, Caleb Bntler, 1816-1817. 
March 3, 1818, Joeeph Mansfield, 1818. 
March 2, 1819, Noah Shattuck, 1819-1822. 
March 3, 1823, Caleb Butler, 1823-1831. 
March 0, 1832, John Boynton, 1832, 1833. 
March 4, 1834, John Gray Pnrk, 1834-1830. 
March 0,1837, John Boyut^m, 18:n-1846. 
March 3, 1840, George Sewall Bontwell, 1846-1860. 
March 4, 1861, John Warren Parker, 1861-1864. 
March 6, 1865, George Dexter Brigham, 1856- 
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A List of the Treasubers (so far as they 
are found in the town records, with the dates 
of their election and terms of service). — Alden 
Warren served during twenty-four years, which is the 
longest term of any treasurer ; and next to him, in 
length of service, was Benjamin Bancroft, who filled 
the oflSce for seventeen years. After him came Cal- 
vin Boynton, who served during sixteen years, and 
then Oapt. Ephraim Sawtell, with a term of fifteen 
years. William Livermorc, who was treasurer in 
1845, is the senior survivor ; and, with the exception 
of the brothers Qeorge and Walter Shattuck, all his 
successors are still alive. 



DaU of Election. 

[March ?], 1007, Gapt. Job. Parker. 
March 1, 1709, *' SauiuiU Woods 

traaower*' 
March 7, 1710, Samuel Woodi. 
March 6, 1711, Samuel Woods. 
Blarch 4, 1712, Jouathait Bolden. 
March 3, 1713, Junatlian Doideu. 
March 2, 1714. *' Shebuall hobart " 
March 1, 1716, Shebuel Hobart. 
March 6, 1716, Jonathan Boiden. 
March 6, 1''17, Jonathan Boiden. 
March 4, 1718, John Longley. 
March 3, 1719, John Longiey. 
March 1, 1720, John Lougley. 
March 7, 1721, John Longley. 
March 6, 1722, John Longley. 
March 6, 1723, Thomas Lawrence. 
March 3, 1724, Thonu&s Lawrence. 
March 2, 1725, Thomas Lawrence. 
March 1, 17241, Thoe. Lawrence, Sr 
March 7, 1727, Thomss Lawrence. 
March 6, 172H, Thomas Jjawrence. 
March 4, 1729, Samuel Tarbell. 



DaU of EUdion. 

March 3, 1730, Samuel Tarbell. 

March 2, 1731, Samuel Tarbell. 

March 7, 1732, *' Justls Proecott.** 

March 6,1733, Bei\j. Prescott, Esq. 

Maich 6, 1734 (In Uie list of town 

offlcem chosen on this day the 

tr«iasurer*s name Is omitted 

« 

probably through an oveivight 
but without doubt it was Ben- 
jamin Prescott). 
March 4,1735, Bei^. Prescott, Esq. 
March 2, 1736, Beai. Prescott, Esq. 
March 7, 1737, Bei\J. Prescott, Esq. 
March 6, 1738, "Justice Sawtell.** 
March 4, 1739, Nath. Sawtell, Esq. 
1740 (no record is found). 
March 3, 1741, Nath. Sawtell, Esq. 
1742 (no record is found). 
March 1,1743, *' Deacon liougley.** 
March G, 1744, l)ea.Johu liongloy 
Blaruh 6, 1715, Dua. John longley 
March 3, 1746, J Km. Julia Jiuugluy 
March 3, 1747, Dea. John Longley 
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MRrch 1, 1748, Dea. John Longley 
March 6, 1749, Dea. John Longley 
March 6, 1760, Capt. Bph. Sawtoll 
March 6, 1751, Onpt. Rph. Sawtcll 
March 3, 1762, Capt. Kph. 8 iwtell 
March C, 1763, Capt. Kph. Savrtell 
March 6, 1764, Capt. Eph. SawtolJ 
March i, 1766, Capt Eph. Sawtell 
Iklarch 2, 1760. Capt Eph. Sawtelt 
March 1, 1767, Capt. Eph. Sawtell 
March 7, 1768, Capt. Eph. Sawtell 
March G, 1769, Capt. Eph. Sawtell 
Marcli 4, 1760, Capt. Eph. Sawtolt 
Blarch 3, 1761, Capt. Eph. Sawtell 
March 2, 17ti2, Capt. Eph. Sawtell 
March 1, 1763, Capt Eph. Sawtell 
March % 1704, Capt. Eph. Sawtell 
Blarch 6, 1766, Benjamin Bancroft 
March 4, 1766, BeDjaniin Bancroft 
March 8, 1767, Benjamin Bancroft 
March 1, 1708, Benjamin Bancrort 
March 7» 1709, BeiOaniln Bancroft 
Blarch 6, 1770, Benjamin Bancroft 
March 6, 1771, Benjamin Bsuicroft 
Blarch 3, 1772, Benjamin Bancroft 
Blarch 2, 177:), llei^aniln Bancroft 
Blarch 1, 1774, Dea. Bet\J. Bancroft 
Blarch 7, 1776, Dea. BeiO. Biincruft 
Blarch 6, 1770, Dea. Ilonj. Biuicruft 
Blarch 4, 1777, Dea. Boivf. Bancroft 
Blarch 3, 1778, I>ea. BetO. Bancroft 
March 2, 1779, Doa. Bei^. Bancroft 
Blarch 7, 1780, Dea. BeuJ. Bancroft 
Blarch 6, 1781, Dea. Bei\j. Bancroft 
Mf rch 6, 1782, Llent. Jona. Keep. 
Blarch 4, 178:), Lieut Jona. Keep. 
March 2, 1784, Israel Hobart Esq. 
March 1, 1786, Israel Ilobart, Esq. 
Blarch 7, 1780, Isaiah Edes. 
March 6, 1787, Isaiah Edes. 
March 4, 1788, Isaiah Edes. 

11 



Blarch 3, 1789, Isaiah Kdes. 
Blarch 2, 1790, Isaiah Bdee. 
March 1, 1791, Isaiah Edes. 
March 0, 1792, Isaiah Kdes. 
March 6, 1703, Isaiah Edee. 
Blarch 4, 1794, Isaiah Edes. 
Blarch 3, 1796, Isaiah Edes. 
March 1, 1796, Joseph Shed. 
March 7, 1797, Joseph Shed. 
Blarch 6, 1798, Joseph Shed. 
Blarch 6, 1799, Joseph Shed. 
Blarch 4, 1800, Joseph Shed. 
Blarch 3, 1801, Joseph Shed. 
March 2, 18u2, Joseph Shed. 
Blarch 1, lb03, Joseph Shed. 
Bf arch 0, 1804, Solomon Tarbell. 
March 6, 1806, Solomon Tarbell. 
March 4, 1800, Lieut. Sol. Tarbell. 
March, 3, 1807, Lieut Sol. Tarbell. 
March 1, 1808, Lieut. Sol. Tarbell. 
Blarch 7, 1809. Lieut. Sol. Tarbell. 
Blarch 6, IHIO, Lieut Sol. Tarbell. 
Blarch 6, 1811, Lieut Sol. Tarbell. 
March 3, 1812, Lieut Sol. Tarbell. 
March 2, 1813, Lieut Sol. Tarbell. 
April 4, 1814, AlphousBlchanlson. 
March 7, 1816. Alpheus Richardson 
Blarch 6, 1810, Calvin Boyntou. 
Blaixh 4, 1817, f^ilvin Boynton. 
Bfarch 3, 1818, Calrin Boyuton. 
Bf arch 2, 1819, Calrin Boynton. 
Blarch 7, 1820, Calvin Boynton. 
March 0, 1821, CaWIn Boynton. 
March 6, 1822, Calrin Boynton. 
Blarch 3, 1823, Cahin Boynton. 
March 2, 1824, Calrin Boynton. 
March 1, 1826, Calrin Boynton. 
March 7, 1820, Calrin Boynton. 
March 6, 1827, Calrin Boynton. 
March 4, 1828, Calrin Boynton. 
March 3, 1829, Calrin Boynton. 
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Date of EUotion. 
March 2, 1830, GalTln BoyntoiL 
March 1, 1831, Oalvln Buyntou. 
March 6, 1882, John Peabody. 
March 5, 1833, John Peabody. 
March 4, 1834, John Paabody. 
March 8, 1835, John Peabody. 
March 1, 1836, John Peabody. 
March 6, 1837, John Peabody. 
March 6, 1838, John Peabody. 
March 6, 1830, John Peabody. 
March 3, 1840, John Peabody. 
March 2, 1841, John Peabody. 
March 1, 1842, John Peabody; 
March 7, 1843, John Peabody. 
March 6, 1844, Daniel Shattuck. 
March 4, 1846, Wm. Llverinore, Jr 
March 3, 1846, George Shattuck. 
March 2, 1847, George Shattuck. 
March 6, 1848, George Shattuck. 
March 6, 1849, Waller SImttuck. 
March 6, iMAil, Wultur Shattuck. 
March 4, 1861, Walter Shattuck. 
March 2, 1862, Walter Shattuck. 
March 1, 1853, Daniel Needham. 
March 6, 1864, Daniel Needham. 
March 6, 1866, Alden Warren. 
March 3, 1856, Alden Warren. 
March J, 1867, Alden Warren. 
March 1, 1868, Alden Warren. 
March 7, 1869, Alden Warren. 
March 6, 1860, Alden Warren. 

The Old Stores and the Post-Oppicb op Gbo- 
TON. — ^Tradition has preserved little or nothing in re- 
gard to the earliest trading-stores of Groton. It is 
probable, however, that they were kept in dwell- 
ing-houses by the occupants, who sold articles in 
common use for the convenience of the neighbor- 
hood, and at the same time pursued their regular 
vocations. 



Datt of EUethn. 
March 4, 1861, Alden Warren. 
March 3, 1862, Aklou Warren. 
March 2, 1863, Alden Warren. 
March 7, 1864, Alden Warren. 
March 6, 1866, Alden Warren. 
March 6, 1866, Alden Warren. 
March 4, 1867, Alden Warren. 
March 2, 1868, Alden Warren. . 
March 1, 1860, Alden Warren. 
March 7, 1870, Akleu Warren. 
March 6, 1871, Alden Warren. 
March 4, 1872, Alden Warren. 
March 3, 1878, Alden WaiTen. 
March 2, 1874, Alden Warren. 
March 1, 1876, Alden Warren. 
March 6, 1876, Alden Warren. 
March ft, 1877, Alden Warren. 
March 4, 1878, Alden Warren. 
March 3, 1870, George S. Gatea. 
March 1, 1880, George S. Gates. 
March 7, 1H8I, Ouurge S. (ialoe. 
April 3, 1882, George S. Gatee. 
Aprii 2, 1883, George S. Gatea. 
April 7, 1884, George S. Gatee. 
April 6, 1886, George S. Gates. 
April 6, 1886, George S. Gates. 
April 4, 1887, George S. Gates. 
April 2, 1888, George S. Gates. 
April 1, 1880, George S. Gates. 
April 7, 1800, George S. Gates. 
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Jooaa Cutler was keeping a shop on the site of Mr. 
Qerrish's store before the Revolution, and the follow- 
ing notice, signed by liim, appears in The Mcusdchu' 
9etts Oazetfe (Boston), November 28, 17G8: 



, "a TiiKrr. 

" Whorefts on the lOtli or 20th Night of November Instant the Shop 
of the SubscribtT was broke open in Orotow, aud fh)ni thence wasetollen 
a large Sum of Cash, viz., four Ilnlf Jobannon, two fluineas, two Half 
Ditto, One IMstole miird, nine Crowns, a Considerable Number of Dot- 
lain, with a considorablo Quantity of snuill Silver k Copper, t'Ogother 
with one Hcvor Ilat, alM>ut flltoen Vards of Holland, eleven I3andannas, 
bine Ground with white, twelve red ditto with white. Part of a Piece 
of Silk Ronmils, 1 Pair black Worsted Hose, 1 stiip*d Cap, 8 or 10 black 
barcelona Handkerchiefs, Part of a Piece of red silvered Ribband, blue A 
white do. Part of three Pieces of black Sattin Ribband, part of three 
pieces of black TafTerty ditto, two bundles of Rasoiii, Part of 2 Dozen 
Penknives, Part of 2 Dozen ditto with Seals, Part of 1 Dozen Snuff 
Boxes, Part of 3 Dozen Shoe Buckels, Part of several Groce of Buttons, 
one IMece of gollow [yellow?] Ribband, with sundry Articles not yet 

known of Whoever will apprehend the said Thief or Thieves, so 

that he or they may lie brought to Jufltice, shall receive TKN DOL- 
LARS Kownrd and all necessary Charges iiaid. Jonas CuTLsa. 

" Gi-oton, Nob. 22. 1703 [8]. 

'* 49*" If any (if the abo^ mentioned Articles are offered to Sail, it is 
desired they may be stop'd with the Thief, and Notice given to said Out' 
ler or to the Printers." 

On October 21, 1773, a noted burglar was hanged 
in Boston for various robberies committed in different 
parts of the State, and covering a period of some 
years. The un fortunate man was present at the de- 
livery of a sermon by the Reverend Samuel Stillman, 
preached at his own request, on the Sunday before 
his execution ; and to many of the printed copies is 
appended an account of his life. In it the poor 
fellow states that he is only twenty -one years old, and 
that he was born in Groton of a respectable family. 
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He confessed that he broke into Mr. Cutler's shop, 
and took away " a good piece of broad-cloth| a quan- 
tity of silk mitts and several pieces of silk handker- 
chiefs." He was hardly seventeen years of age at the 
time of this burglary. To the present generation it 
would seem cruel and wicked to hang a misguided 
youth for offences of this character. 

Mr. Cutler died on December 19, 1782 ; and he was 
succeeded in business by Major Thomas Gardner, who 
erected the building formerly known as Gerrish's 
Block, which was moved away in the summer of 1885. 
Major Gardner lived in the house now owned by the 
Watters family. 

Near the end of the last century a store, situated a 
little north of the late Benjamin Perkins Dix's house, 
was kept by James Brazer, which had an extensive 
trade for twenty miles in different directions. It was 
here that the late Amos Lawrence served an ap- 
prenticeship of seven years, which ended on April 
22, 1807 ; and he often spoke of his success in busi- 
ness as due, in part, to the experience in this store. 
Late in life he wrote that "the knowledge of every- 
day affairs which I acquired in my business ap- 
prenticeship at Groton has been a source of pleasure 
and profit even in my last ten years' discipline." 

The quantity of New England rum and other 
liquors sold at that period would astonish the tem- 
perance people of the present day. Social drinking 
was then a common practice, and each forenoon some 
stimulating beverage was served up to the customers 
in order to keep their trade. There were five clerks 
employed in the establishment j and many years later 
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Mr. Lawrence, in giving advice to a young student in 
college, wrote : 

*' In the flnt place, take thie for your motto at the commencement of 
yonr Jonrnoy, tltat 'the difference of going jv$t righif or a lUUe wrongs 
win bo tho dilTcronce of finding yonraolf In gixxl qiiarton, or In a nilaer- 
able iKig or alotigh, at tlie end of It Of the whole ntimbor educated in 
the Q roton stores for sonio yenra before and after myself, no one else, to 
my knowledge escaped the bog or slough ; and my escape I trace to the 
simple fact of having put a restraint ufion my appetite. We Are boys 
were In the habit, every forenoon, of making a drink compounded of 
rum, raisins, sugar, nutmeg, Ac., with biscuit, — all palatable to eat and 
drink. After being in the store four weeks, I found myself admonished 
by my appetite of the approach of the hour for indulgence. Tliinking 
the habit might make trouble if allowed to grow stronger, without fur- 
ther apology to my seniors I declined partaking with them. Hy first 
resolution was to abstain for a week, and, when the week was out, for a 
month, and then for a year. Finally, I resolved to abstain for the rest 
of my apprenticeship, which was for five years longer. During that 
whole period, I never drank a spoonful though I mixed gallons daily for 
my old master and his customers.** ^ 

The following advertisement is found in the Cb- 
lumhian Cetitinel (Boston), June 8, 1806 : 

MTouf.n iufortu flio publln that having dlmolvo^l the CoiNirtnonihlp lately 
«ulislNtlng betwoeu A A HON inu.>WN, Ksq. BAMUKL HALE and the 
Subscriber ; he has taken into Copartnership his son WILLIAM F. 
URAZBR, and the business in future will be transacted under the firm 

Jambs Brazer A Son ; 

They will ofTor for mlo, at their store in Groton^ within alx days a com- 
plete amortuient of KngllRh, India, and W. India GOODS, which they 
will sell for ready pay, at as low a rate as any store In tho Country. 

'* James Bbaebb. 

" Groton, May 29, 1805.'* 

" Squire Brazer/' as he was generally called, was a 
man of wealth and position. He was one of the 



1 Diary and GunTspondence of Amos Iiawrence, pages 24, 26. 



166 GROTON. 

founders of Grotou Academy, and his subsGription of 
£15 to the building fund in the year 1792 was as large 
as that given by any other person. In the early part 
of this century he built the house now belonging to 
the academy and situated just south of it, where he 
lived until his death, which occurred on November 
10, 1818. His widow, also, took a deep interest in 
the institution, and at her decease, April 14, 1826, be- 
queathed to it nearly five thousand dollars. 

After Mr. Brazer's death the store was moved across 
the street, where, until the summer of 1885, it re- 
mained, forming the wing of Gerrish's Block. The 
post-office was in the north end of it during Mr. 
Butler's term as postmaster. About this time the son, 
William Farwell Brazer, built a store nearly opposite 
to the Academy, which he kept during some years. 
It was made finally into a dwelling-house, and ocou- 
pied by the late Jeremiah Kil bourn. 

The brick store opposite to the High School was 
built in the year 1835, by Henry Woods, for his own 
place of business, and afterwards kept by him and 
George S. Boutwell, the style of the firm being Woods 
& Boutwell. Mr. Woods died on January 12, 1841, 
and he was succeeded by his surviving partner, who 
carried on the store for a long time, even while hold- 
ing the highest executive position in the State. In 
the spring of 1855, when he began to practice law. 
Governor Boutwell sold out the business to Brigham 
& Parker. The post-ofHce was in this building during 
the years 1889 and 1840 and until April, 1841. For 
the piut thirty years it has been occupied by various 
firms, but is now kept by John H. Sheedy <& Com- 
pany. 
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During the last war with England, Eliphalet 
Wheeler had a jstore where Miss Betsey Capell and 
her sisters, Sarah and Catherine, in more modern 
times, kept a haberdasher's shop. It is situated op- 
posite to the Common, and is now used as a dwell; 
ing-house. They were daughters of John Capell, 
who owned the saw-mill and grist-mill, which 
formerly stood on the present site of the Tileston and 
IIol lings worth paper-mills, on the Great Road, north- 
west of the village. Afterward Wheeler and his 
brother, Abner, took Major Thomas Gardner *s store, 
where he was followed by William F. Brazer, Park & 
Woods, Park & Potter, Potter & Gerrish and lastly 
by Charles Gerrish, who kept it for more than thirty 
years. It was given up as a store in July, 1884, and 
has since been moved away and made into a tene- 
ment-house. 

Near the beginning of the present century there 
were three military companies in town : the Artillery 
Company, commanded at one time by Captain James 
Lewis ; the North Company, by Captain Jonas Gil- 
son, and the South Company, by. Captain Abel Tar- 
bell. Two of these officers were soon promoted in 
the regimental service ; Captain Tarbell to a col- 
onelcy, and Captain Lewis to a majorate. Captain 
Gilson resigned and was succeeded by Captain Noah 
Shattuck. They had their spring and fall training- 
days, when they drilled as a battalion on the Com- 
mon, — lliero wore no trees there then, — and marched 
through the village. They formed a very respectable 
command, and sometimes would be drawn up before 
Squire Brazer's store, and at other times before Major 
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Gardner's, to be treated with toddy, which was then 
considered a harmless krink. 

David Ohild had a store, about the beginning of 
the century, at the south corner of Main and Pleas- 
ant Streets, nearly opposite to the site of the Orthodox 
meeting-house, though Pleasant Street was not then 
laid out. It was subsequently occupied by Deacon 
Jonathan Stow Adams, then by Artemas Wood, and 
lastly by Milo Henry Shattuck. This was moved off 
nearly twenty years ago, and a spacious building put 
up a few rods north, on the old tavern site across the 
way, by Mr. Shattuck, who still carries on a large 
business. 

Alpheus Richardson kept a book-store, about the 
year 1815, in his dwelling, at the south corner of Main 
and Elm Streets, besides having a book-bindery in 
the same building. Soon afterward an L was added 
to the house, and for a short time he carried on a 
country variety store in connection with his other 
business. The book-store and binder's shop were 
continued until about 1850. It is said that this house 
was built originally by Colonel James Prescolt, for 
the use of his son, Abijah, as a store; but it never 
was so occupied by him. 

Joseph and Phineas Hemenway, uncles of the late 
Augustus Hemenway, of Boston, built a store on the 
north corner of Main and Elm Streets, about the 
year 1816, where they carried on a trading business. 
They were succeeded by one Richardson, then by 
David Childs; and finally by John Hamilton Spalter, 
who had for many years a book- store and binder's 
shop in the building, which is now used as a dwell- 
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ing-houpe. At the present time Mr. Spalter is living 
in Keene, New Hampshire. 

About the year 1826, General Thomas Adams 
Staples built and kept a store on Main Street, di- 
rectly north of the Orthodox meeting-house. He was 
followed successively by Benjamin Franklin Law- 
rence, Henry Hill and Walter Shattuck. At one 
time the style of the firm was Shattuck, Brown & 
Company. The building was burned down very early 
on Tuesday morning, November 17, 1874, and its 
site is now occupied by Dr. David Boscoe Steere's 
house. 

In November, 1844, a large building was moved 
from Hollis Street to the corner of Main and Court 
Streets. It was put up originally as a meeting-house 
for the Second Adventists or Millerites, as they were 
called in this neighborhood, afler William Miller, 
one of the foundep of the sect ; and during the fol- 
lowing winter and spring it was fitted up in a com- 
modious manner, with shops in the basement and a 
spacious hall in the second story. The building was 
known ns Liberty Hall, and formed a conspicuous 
structure in the village. It was first occupied by 
tenants in July, 1845. The post-office was kept there 
while Mr. Lothrop and Mr. Andruss were the post- 
masters. It was used as a shoe-store, a grocery and a 
bakery, when, on Sunday, March 31, 1878, it was 
burned to the ground. 

The brick store, owned by the Dix family, was 
built and kept by Aaron Brown, near the beginning 
of the century. He was followed by Moses Carleton, 
and after him came -»— — and Merriam, and then 
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Benjamin P. Dix. It is situated at the corner of 
Main Street and Broad Meadow Road, and is now 
used as a dwelling-house. A very good engraving of 
this building is given in T%e Oroton Beraldf May 8, 
1830, which is regarded by persons who remember it 
at that time as a faithful representation, though it 
has since undergone some changes. 

Near the end of the last century Major William 
Swan traded in the house now occupied by Charles 
Woolley, Jr., north of the Common, near the old 
burying-ground. It was Major Swan who set out the 
elms in front of this house, which was the Rev. Dr. 
Chaplin's dwelling for many years. 

At the beginning of this century two daughters of 
Isaac Bowers, a son of Landlord Bowers, had u dry- 
goods shop in the house owned and occupied by the 
late Samuel William Rowe, Esq. About the year 
1825 Walter Shattuck opened u store in the building 
originally intended for the Presbyterian Church, op- 
posite to the present entrance of the Qrotou Ceme- 
tery. Before the Revolution there was a store kept 
by Jonathan Clark Lewis, near the site of Captain 
Asa Stillman Lawrence's house, north of the Town 
Hall. Mr. Lewis was an Englishman by birth, and 
died on April 7, 1781. See " Groton EpiUphs " for 
a cut of the family coat-of-arms, which appears on 
his grave-stone. There was a trader in town, Thomas 
Sackville Tufton by name, who died in the year 1778, 
though I do not know the site of his shop. Captain 
Samuel Ward, a native of Worcester, and an officer 
in the French and Indian War, was engaged in busi- 
ness at Groton some time before the Revolution. Ho 
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removed to Lancnster, where at one time he was the 
town clerk, and died there on August 14, 1826. 

The Groton Post- Office. — ^The Groton post-office was 
established at the very beginning of the present cen- 
tury, and before that time letters intended for this 
town were sent through private hands. Previous to 
the Revolution there were only a few post-offices in 
the Province, and often persons in distant parts of 
Massachusetts received their correspondence at Bos- 
ton. In The Boston Qazette^ or (bunty Journal^ June 
30, 1755, a letter is advertised for Samuel Bowers, of 
Groton, who at that time kept a tavern; and in the 
same newspaper of August 4, 1755, another is adver- 
tised for Captain Samuel Parker, and one for Dudley 
Woodbridge, who lived probably at Groton, Connec- 
ticut. It is also stated that '' none of the above Let- 
ters came by the last mails.'' In the supplement to 
Tlie Boston Gazette, February 9, 1756, letters are 
advertised as remaining uncalled for, at the Boston 
office, addressed to William Lakin and Abigail Par- 
ker, both of Groton, as well as to Samuel Manning, 
Townscnd; William Gleany, Dunstable; and Jonathan 
Lawrence, Littleton. Nearly five months afterward 
letters — and perhaps these identical ones — are adver- 
tised for the same persons in The Boston Weekly News- 
Letter, July 1, 1756, as still uncalled for. The name 
of David Farnum, America, appears also in this list, 
and it is hoped that wherever ho was he received the 
missive. The names of Oliver Lack (intended for 
Lakin) and Ebenezcr Parker, both of this town, are 
given in another list printed in the Gazette of June 28, 
1762; and in the same issue one is advertised for 
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Samuel Starling, America. In the supplement to the 
Gazette, October 10, 1768, Ebenezer Farnsworth, Jr., 
and Qeorge Pierce, of Groton, had letters advertised ; 
and in the Gazette October 18, 1773, the names of 
Amos Farnsworth, Jonas Farnsworth and William 
Lawrence, all of this town, appear in the list. In 
the Cblumbian Centlnel (Boston), January 29, 1794, a 
letter is advertised for Benjamin Turbel, of Qroton. 

I find no record of a post-rider passing through 
Groton, during the period immediately preceding the 
establishment of the post-office ; but there was doubt- 
less such a person who used to ride on horseback, 
equipped with saddle-bags, and delivered at regular 
intervals the weekly newspapers and letters along the 
way. In the year 1794, according to the History of 
New Ipswich, New Hampshire (page 129), a post- 
rider, by the name of Balch, rode from Boston to 
Keene one week and back the next. Probably he 
passed through this town and served the inhabitants 
with his favors. 

Several years ago I procured, through the kindness 
of General Charles Devens, at that time a member of 
President Hayes's Cabinet, some statistics of the Gro- 
ton post-office, which are contained in the following 
letter : 

** PoST-OfFICK DefAUTUENT, Al'l'OlNTMBNT Ori'lCB, 

" WAttiiiNUTuN, P. , So))teinlN)r a, 1877. 

**MoN. OiiAHLM DKVKNti, Attornuy>(leuuml, Doimrtiueut of JuHtice. 

"Sis, — I have to acknowledge the receipt of a comniUDication from 
Samuel A. Oreoii, of UoHtoii, BlMttNU'.huHt'tbt, with your iiiUomeiiiont 
tliereoQ, requevtlug to be furiiiMlied with a lint of poHtiuaatem at the 
olllco of Grotou, lu that State, from the date of lUt otftabliehmeut to Uie 
preeent time. 

**Iu reply, I have the honor to luforui you, that the Are which cou- 
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sumed tho department building, on the night of the fifteenth of De- 
ceml>er, 183G, destroyed three of the earliest record-books of this 
olllce ; hut by tho aid of the audltor'ii ledgor-hooks, it Is ascertained 
that the ofllce began to render accounts on the first of January, 1801, 
hut tho exact day is not known. Bnniucl Dana was tho first postmaster, 
and tho following list furnishes tho htstoiy of tho ofltce, as shown by 
tho old rocords. 

**(]roton, Middlnsox County, MnMmrlinsotts. Oillco probably estab> 
liflhod In Novoiubnr, ^B^^). Samuel Dana liegnn rendering accounts 
January 1, 1801. Wni. M. Kichardsoii, Octolwr 1, 181)4. 

*' From this time the exact dates are known. 
" Abraham Moore, appointed postmaster January 31, 1812. 

Eliphalet Wheeler, August 2(), 1815. 
James Lewis, September 9, 1815. 
Caleb Butler, July 1, 1826. 
Henry Woods, January 15, 1839. 
George S. Boutwell, January 22, 1841. 
Caleb Butler, April 15, 1841. 
Welcome Lothrop, December 21, 1846. 
Artemas Wood, February 22, 1849. 
George H. Brown, May 4, 1849. 
Theodore Andntss, April 11, 1853. 
George W. Vlske, April 22, 1861. 
Henry Woodcock, February 13, 1867. 

Miss Hattie K. Farosworth, June 11, 1869, who Is the present In- 
oumlHJUt. 

** Each postmaster held the ofllce up to the appointment of his succes- 
sor, but it is probable that Mr. Boutwell and Mr. A. Wood, although 
regularly appointed, did not accept, judging by the dates of the next 
postmasters. 

*' As to the * income* of the ofllce, to which allusion is made, it is very 
difficult to obtain any of tho amounts ; but the first year and the last 
year are herewith appended, as follows :— • 

(1801) PtSOAL TKAR (1876) 

" First quarter, $1.91 First quarter, §314.16 

Second « 2.13 Second ** 206.94 

Third " 2.93 Third " 306.71 

Fourth " 6.29 Fourth '* 294.28 



For the year, $12.26 For the year, $1,211.08 
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"Tnwtlog tli« foregoing, wliioli it bttlUred to b« correct, will b« tio- 

ooptftblo to jou, 1 am, ilr, rMiN)ctf ully, 

"Yourob'tverv't, 

•* Jaum II. Mabs, 
" Aetmg Fir$t AuU P. M. GmuraV* 

It will be seen that the net income of the office, 
during the first seventy-five years of its existence, in- 
creased one hundred-fold. 

This letter of the Acting First Assistant Postmas- 
ter-Qeneral supplements the account in Butler's " His- 
tory of Qroton*' (pages 249-251). According to Mr. 
Butler's statement, the post-office was established on 
September 29, 1800, and the Honorable Samuel Dana 
was appointed the first postmaster. No mail, how- 
ever, was delivered at the office until the last week in 
November. For awhile it came to Groton by the 
way of Leominster, certainly a very indirect route. 
This fact appears from a letter written to Ju<lge 
Dana, by the Postmaster-Qeneral, under the date of 
December 18, 1800, apparently in answer to a re<|uest 
to have the mail brought directly fVom Boston. In 
this communication the writer says: — 

** It appears to me, that the arrangement which hai been made for 
carrying the mail to Groton is sufficient for the accommodation of the 
inhabitants, as it gives thorn the opportunity of receiving their lottera 
regularly, and with despatch, once a \yeek. The route from Boston by 
Leominster, to Groton is only twenty miles farther than by the direct 
route, and the delay of half a day, which is occasioned thereby, is not of 
much consequence to the inhabitants of Groton. If it should prove that 
Groton produces as much postage lui Lancaster and Leominster, the new 
contract for carrying the iiiuii, which is to be in op<3ratiou on the first of 
October next, will be made by Concord and Groton to Waipole, and a 
branch from Concord to Marlborough. 

" I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

" Jos. Habkrsiiam.** 

The amount of postage received from the office, 
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ader deducting the necessary expenses, including the 
postmaster's salary, was, for the first year after its es- 
tablishment, about twelve dollars, or three dollars for 
three months. In the year 1802 it was thirty-six dol- 
lars, or nine dollars for three months, a large propor- 
tional increase. At this time the mail came once a 
week only, and was brought by the stage-coich. 

Samuel Dana, the first postmaster, was a prominent 
lawyer at the time of his appointment. He was the 
son of the Reverend Samuel Dana, of Groton, and 
born in this town June 26, 1767. He occupied a high 
position in the community, and exerted a wide influ- 
ence in the neighborhood. At a later period he was 
president of the Massachusetts Senate, a member of 
Congress, and finally chief justice of the Circuit 
Court of Common Pleas. He died at Charlestown, on 
November 20, 1835. 

Judge Dana kept the post-ofiice in his own office, 
which was in the same building as that of the Honor- 
able Timothy Bigelow, another noted lawyer. These 
eminent men were on opposite sides of the same en- 
try, and generally on opposite sides of all important 
cases in the northern part of Middlesex County. The 
building stood on the' site of Governor Boutwell's 
house, and is still remembered as the medical office of 
the venerable Dr. Amos Bancroft. It was aftierward 
moved away, and now stands near the rail way- station, 
where it is occupied as a dwelling-house. Judge Dana 
held the position during four years, and he was suc- 
ceeded by William Merchant Richardson, Esq., after- 
ward the chief justice of the Superior Court of New 
Hampshire. Mr. Richardson was a graduate of Har- 
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yard College in the clau of 1797, and at the time of 
his appointment as postmaster had recently finished 
his professsional studies in Groton, under the guidance 
of Judge Dana. After his admission to the bar Mr. 
Richardson entered into partnership with his former 
instructor, succeeding him as postmaster in July, 
1804 ; and the office was still kept in the same build- 
ing. During Judge Richardson's term the net reve- 
nue to the department rose from nine dollars to about 
twenty-eight dollars for three months. He held the 
position nearly eight years, and was followed by Ab- 
raham Moore, who was appointed on January 81, 
1812. 

Mr. Moore was a native of Bolton, Massachusetts, 
where he was born on January 6, 1785. He gradu- 
ated at Harvard College in the class of 1806, and 
studied law at Qroton with the Honorable Timothy 
Bigelow, and after his admission to the bar settled 
here as a lawyer. His office was on the site of the 
north end of Gerrish's Block, and it was here that the 
post-office was kept. During his administration the 
average income from the office was about thirty-three 
dollars for the quarter. In the summer of 1815 Mr. 
Moore resigned the position and removed to Boston. 

Eliphalet Wheeler, who kept the store lately occu- 
pied by Mr. Qerrish, was appointed in Mr. Moore's 
stead, and the post-office was transferred to his place 
of business. He, however, was not commissioned, 
owing, it is thought, to his political views ; and Major 
James Lewis, who was sound in his politics, received 
the appointment in his stead. Major Lewis retained 
Mr. Wheeler for a short time as his assistant, and 
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during this period the duties were performed by him 
in his own store. Shortly afterward Caleb Butler, 
Esq., was appointed the assistant, and he continued 
to hold the position for eight years. During this time 
the business was carried on in Mr. Butler's law-office, 
and the revenue to the government reached the sum 
of fifly dollars a quarter. His office was then in a 
small building,— just south of Mr. Hoar's tavern, — 
which was moved away about theyear 1820, and taken 
to the lot where Colonel Need ham's house now stands, 
at the fork of Main and Hollis Streets. It was fitted 
up as a dwelling, and subsequently moved away again. 
At this time the old store of Mr. Brazer, who had pre- 
viously died, was brought from over the way, and oc- 
cupied by Mr. Butler, on the site of his former office. 

On July 1, 1826, Mr. Butler, who had been Major 
Lewis' assistant for many years aud performed most 
of the duties of the office, was appointed postmaster. 

Mr. Butler was a native of Pelham, New Hamp- 
shire, where he was born on September 13, 1776, and 
a graduate of Dartmouth College in the class of 1800. 
He had been the preceptor of Groton Academy for 
some years, and was widely known as a critical schol- 
ar. He had previously studied law with the Honorable 
Luther Lawrence, of Groton, though his subsequent 
practice was more in drawing up papers and settling 
estates than in attendance at courts. His name is now 
identified with the town as its historian. During his 
term of office as postmaster the revenue rose from 
fifty dollars to oue hundred and ten dollars a quarter. 
He h^ld the position nearly thirteen years, to the en- 
tire satisfaction of the public ; but for political her- 
12 
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esy he was removed on January 16, 1889, when Hen- 
ry Woods was appointed his successor. 

Mr. Woods held the office until his death, which 
occurred on January 12, 1841 ; and he was followed 
by the Hon. Qeorge S. Boutwell, since the Qovernor 
of the Commonwealth and a member of the United 
States Senate. During the administration of Mr. 
Woods and Mr. Boutwell the office was kept in the 
brick store, opposite to the present High School. 

Upon the change in the administration of the Na- 
tional Qovernment, Mr. Butler was reinstated in office 
on April 16, 1841. He continued to hold the position 
until December 21, 1846, when he was again removed 
for political reasons. Mr. Butler was a most obliging 
man, and his removal was received by the public 
with general regret. During his two terms he filled 
the office for more than eighteen years, a longer period 
than has fallen to the lot of any other postmaster of 
the town. Near the end of his service a material 
change was made in the rate of postage on letters ; 
and in his History (page 261) he thus comments on it : 

*'The experiment of a cheap rate waa put upon trial. From May 14, 
1841, to December 31, 1844, the net revenue averaged one hundroU and 
tWenty*four doUam and iioveuty>one cents i>er quarter. Under the now 
law, for the first year aud a half, the revenue has beeu one hundred 
and four dollars and seventy-seven cents per qiwrter. Had the former 
rates remained, the natural Increase of business should liave luised it to 
one hundred and fifty dollars per quarter. The department, which for 
some years before had fallen short of supporting itself, now became a 
heavy charge u[k>u the treasury. Whether the present ratue will event- 
vally raise a sulficieut revenue to meet the exiienditui'es, remains to be 
seen. Tlie greatest dillloulty to bo uvoi'oouiu is evasion of the iKNt-oOlce 
laws and fraud ujiou the dupariuiout.** 

Like many other persons of that period, Mr. Butler 



\ 



GROTON. 179 

did not appreciate the fact that the best way to pre- 
vent evasions of the law is to reduce the rates of post- 
age so low that it will not pay to run the risk of 
fraud. 

Captain Welcome Lothrop succeeded Mr. Butler as 
postmaster, and during his administration the office 
was kept in Liberty Hall. Captain Lothrop was a 
native of Easton, Massachusetts, and a land surveyor 
of some repute in this neighborhood. Artemas Wood 
followed him by appointment on February 22, 1849; 
but he never entered upon the duties of his office. 
He was succeeded by George Henry Brown, who had 
published The Spirit of the jPtmeSj a political newspa- 
per, during the Presidential canvass of 1848, and in 
this way had become somewhat prominent as a local 
politician. Mr. Brown was appointed on May 4, 
1849 ; and during his term the office was kept in an 
L of his dwelling, situated nearly opposite to the 
Orthodox meeting-house. He was afterward the 
postmaster of Ayer. Mr. Brown was followed by 
Theodore Andruss, a native of Orford, New Hamp- 
shire, who was appointed on April 11, 1858. Mr. 
Andruss brought the office back t^ Liberty Hall, and 
continued to be the incumbent until April 22, 1861, 
when he was succeeded by George Washington Fiske. 
On February 13, 18G7, Henry Woodcock was ap- 
pointed to the position, and the office was then 
removed to the Town-House, where most excellent 
accommodations were given to the public. He was 
followed on June 11, 1869, by Miss Harriet Elizabeth 
Farnsworth, now Mrs. Marion Z. Putnam ; and she in 
turn was succeeded ou July 2, 1880, by Mrs. Christina 
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Dakin (Caryl) Foadick, tho widow of Samuel Wood- 
bury Foadick, and the present incumbent. 

The office la btill kept in the Town-Houue, aud 
there is no reason to think that it will be removed 
from the spacious and commodious quarters it now 
occupies, for a long time to come. This public build- 
ing was erected in 1859, and the first town-meeting 
was held within its walls, on Tuesday, November 8th, 
of that year. The High School was first opened in 
the lower hall on Monday, December 5th, and the ex- 
amination of classes for admission took place three 
days previously, on Friday, December 2d. 

A semi-daily mail was established between Boston 
and Grolpn in the year 1849, during the early part of 
postmaster Brown's administration ; and a tri-daily 
mail on Monday, April 18, 1887. The post-office was 
made a postal-order office on Monday, August 16, 
1886, and raised to the rank of a Presidential office . 
on February 15, 1890. 

Few towns in the Commonwealth can present such 
an array of distinguished men among their postmas- 
ters as that of Groton, including, as it does, the 
names of Judge Dana, Judge Richardson, Mr. Butler 
and Governor Boutwell. One of Judge Itichardson's 
assistants was afterwards Postmaster-General of the 
United States. The Honorable Amos Kendall was 
studying law in his office at the time, and subse- 
quently became Postmaster-General under Presidents 
Jackson and Van Buren, 1835-1810. In Mr. Ken- 
dall's '' Autobiography " (Boston, 1872), edited by his 
son-in-law, William Stickney, it is said : 

'* Durins the netdueof the year 1813 Mr. Kendall's •tudiee[at Grotoo] 
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were much f iitermiited by the business of the office, which devolved on 
him M the oldest stndent. He had charge of the post-office ; received, 
made lip and despatched the malls, delivered the letters and papers and 
made ont the accounts. He was frequently sent on business to the 
neighboring towns, and employed In collecting office dues.*' (Page 78.) 

West Groton is a small settlement that has sprang 
up ill the western part of the town, dating back in lis 
history to the last century. It is pleasantly situated 
on the banks of the Squannacook River, and in my 
boyhood was known as Squannacook, a much better 
name than the present one. It is to be regretted that 
80 many of the old Indian words which have a local 
significance and smack of the region, should haVe 
been crowded out of the list of our geographical 
names. There is a small water-power here, and 
formerly a saw- mill, grist-mill and a paper-mill were 
in operation ; but these have now given way to a 
factory where leather-board is made. The Peter- 
borough and Shirley Branch of the Fitchburg Rail- 
road passes through the place, and some local busi- 
ness is transacted in the neighborhood. As a matter 
of course, a post-office was needed in the village, and 
one was established on March 19, 1850. The first 
person to fill the office was Adams Archibald, a native 
of Truro, Nova Scotia, who kept it in the railway 
station. 

The following is a list of the postmasters, with the 
dates of their appointment : 

Adams Archibald, March 10, lATiO. 
Edmund lUood, May 25, 1868. 
Charles Henry Illll, July 31 , 1871 . 
George Ilonry Bixby, July 11, 1878. 

During the postmastership of Mr. Blood, and since 
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that time, the office has been kept in a store near the 
station, and for a long while the only one in the place. 

A post-office was established at South Qroton, on 
June 1, 1849, and the first postmaster was Andrew 
Boynton Gardner. The village was widely known as 
Groton Junction, and resulted from the intersection 
of several railroads. Here six passenger-trains coming 
from different points were due in the same station at 
the same time, and they all were supposed to leave as 
punctually. 

The trains on the Fitchburg Kailroad, arriving from 
each direction, and likewise the trains on the Worces- 
ter and Nashua Road from the north and the south, 
passed each other at this place. Tliere was also a 
train from Lowell, on the Stony Brook Railroad, and 
another on the Peterborough and Shirley Branch, 
coming at that time from West Townsend. 

A busy settlement grew up, which was incorporated 
as a distinct town under the name of Ayer, on Feb- 
ruary 14, 1871, so called after the late James Cook 
Ayer, of Lowell. 

The following is a list of the postmasters, with the 
dates of their appointment : 

Andrew Boynton Gardner, June 1, 1849. 
Harvey AlpUeus Woode, August 11, 1853. 
George Henry Brown, December 30, 1801. 
William Holmee Harlow, December 5, 1862. 
George Henry Brown, January 16, 1863. 
William Holmes Harlow, July 18, 1805. 

The name of the post-ofllce was changed by the 
Department at Washington, from South Groton to 
Groton Junction, on March 1, 18G2 ; and subsequently 
this again was changed to Ayer, on March 22, 1871, 
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soon afler the incorporation of the town, during the 
postmastersliip of Mr. Harlow. 

Closely akin to the post-office in its functions is the 
service of the telegraph and the telephone, and for 
that reason I add the following facts : 

The telegraph office was opened in the village of 
Groton on Saturday, March 20, 1880, mainly through 
the exertions of the late Charles Harrison Waters 
and of Francis Marion Boutwell, Esq. ; iand the first 
message was sent to Nashua. The office was estab- 
lished in the railway -station, where it has since re- 
mained, and the first operator was Miss Etta Augusta 
Shattuck. 

The telephone office was opened in the village on 
Friday, April 20, 1881, afibrding communication with 
Boston and other places. 

The Old Taverns and Stage-Coaches op 
Groton. — It has been said that there is nothing 
contrived by man which has produced so much hap- 
piness as a good tavern. Without disputing the 
statement, all will agree that many good times have 
been passed around the cheerful hearth of the old- 
fashioned inn. 

The sites of the earliest taverns of Groton cannot 
easily be identified, but the names of some of the 
landlords are found in the records of the Middlesex 
Court of Quarter Sessions, — now at East Cambridge, 
— when they were licensed as inn-holders. At that 
period no great preparations were made in the small 
towns for the lodging of strangers, beyond (obtaining 
the necessary license, and guests were treated like 
members of the family. Occasionally a farmer would 
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keep a tavern for a while, and thus make a market 
for his home products. For a long time Qroton was 
a frontier settlement, and all beyond it was a wilder- 
ness. The travel through the place was mainly along 
the circumference of civilization, from one outlying 
town to another, and there was but little patronage 
for public-houses. The following list of early 
landlords and retailers of spirits is taken from the 
Court records, and the entries are made during the 
months of July, August and September in the re- 
spective years : 

1609.— Jooeph Gady. 

1700.— Probably no license granted. 

1701.— JuNe|>)i duly. 

17C2.— Probably no liceuie granted. 

1708.~8aniuel Parker, Natlian Mori. 

1704.-- Samuel Parker. 

1706.->Sauiuel Parker. 

1706.— Samuel Parker. 

1707.— Samuel Parker. 

1708.— Samuel Parker. 

1709.— Probably no license granted. 

1710.— Samuel Woods. 

1711.— Mr. Samuel Woods. 

1712. — Probably no license granted. 

1713.— Nathaniel Woods. 

1714.— Nathaniel Woods. 

1716.— Nathaniel Woods. 

1716.— Nathaniel Woods. 

1717.— Nathaniel Woods, Sleaser Bobbins, Eleasor Green; James 
Patteitwn, retailer. 

1718.— Mr. Nathaniel Woods, Mr. Eleazer Bobbins, Mr. Bleaxer Green. 

1719.— Mr. Sleazer Green, Mr. Nathaniel Woods. 

1720.— Mr. Eleazer Green. 

1721.— Mr. David Whetcomb, Mr. Eleazer Green, Mr. Jonathan 
Hubbard. 

1722.— Mr. Eleazer Green, Mr. Jonathan Hubbard. 

1723.— Mr. Jonathan Hubbard. 
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1724. — Mr. Jonnthan Ilnbbard, Mr. Joseph Spauldlng. 

1725.— 3Ir. William Tarb«ll. 

1726.— Mr. Jonathan Hnbbard, Mr. William Tarbell. 

1727.— Mr. Jonathan Hubbard, Mr. William Tarbell, Mr. Joslah 
Santell. 

1728. — Mr. Jonathan Ilnbbnrtl. 

1729.— Mr. Jonathan Hnbbard. 

1730.— Mr. Jonathan Hubbard, Mr. Jodah Sartel, Nathaniel Sartel, 
Esq. 

1731.— Nathaniel Sartel, Esq., Mr. Jonathan Hubbard.. 

1732.— Nathaniel Sartel, Esq., Mr. James Parker. 

1733.— Nathaniel Sartel, Ksq., Mr. John Bulkley. 

1734.— Nathaniel Sartell, Esq., Mr. John Bulkley, Mr. Bei^amln 
Bancroft. 

1735.— Nathaniel Sartell, Esq., Mr. Boi\{aniln Bancroft, Mr. John 
Bulkley. 

173f>.— Nathaniel Sartel, Esq., Mr. Bei^amln Bancroft, Mr. John 
Bulkley. 

1737. — Mr. Benjamin Bancroft, Mr. John Bulkley. 

1738.— John Bulkley, Captain Samuel Parker, Jonathan Sheple. 

1730.— Captain Samuel Parker, John Bulkley; Jonathan Sheple, 
Abraham Mooreii, retailers. 

1740. — John Bulkley, Abraham Moores, William Lawrence, Esq. 

1741. — Samuel Parker, John Bulkley ; William Lawrence, Esq., Abra- 
ham Sloores, retailers. 

1742 — Samuel Parker, John Bulkley, Abraham Moores ; William 
Lawrence, Esq., Thomas Tarbell, retailers. 

1743. — Samuel Parker, John Bulkley, Abraham Moorei, James Law- 
rence ; William lAwrence, Esq., Thomas Tarbell, retailers. 

1744. — C^leb Trowbridge, Jr., Isaac Famsworth, Bei^amln Bancroft, 
John Bulkley, Samuel Parker. 

1745. — Isaac Green, John Bulkley, Abraham Moores, James Law- 
rence ; William Lawrence, Esq., Benjamin Chase, retailers. 

174C. — Caleb Trowbridge, Jr., Benjamin Bancroft, John Bulkley, 
Samuel Parker, Amos Lawrence. 

1747.— Isaac Greene, John Bulkley, Abraham Moores, James Law- 
rence ; John Sheple, Ezra Famsworth, retailors. 

1748.— Oapt. Bei\)amln Bancroft., Capt. John Bulkley, Abraham 
Moores, Caleb Trowbridge, Jr., Amos Lawrence. 

1749.— John Bulkley, Abraham Moores, James Lawrence; Ezra 
Famsworth, retailer. 

1750.— John Bulkley, Abraham Moores, James Lawrence; Ezra 
Famsworth, retailer. 
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1761.— John Bnlkley, Abntbam Moorea, JamM Lawrence'; Xsra 
Fftrnaworth, rtUUer. ' 

l7fi2.~Jobn BulklejTi Abrabam Moorea, JaniM Lawrence, Janiei^Ool- 
born, Jr., William White ; Oaleb Trowbridge, Jr., retailer. 

1763.— John Bulkley, Abrabam Hoorea, Tboinaa White, Caleb Trow- 
bridge, Jr. ; Joaiah Sartell, retailer. 

1764.— John Bulkley, Abraham Moorea, Thomaa Wlilte, Caleb Trow- 
bridge, Jr. ; Joaiah Sartell, John Steveua, Eaq., rutailera. 

1766.— John Biilkely, Abraham Blooroa, Saiunol Bowera, Thomaa 
White ; John SteYena, Saq., Jonathan Sartell, retailera. 

In the Journal of the House of Representatives 
(page 96), December 21, 1752, is a petition of Caleb 
Trowbridge, Jr., of Groton, stating that : 

** He Urea upon a publick Road leading from Duuttable to ^arvard^ 
which ia frequented by many Traveler! ; that the publick Houaeaon 
aaid Road are fifteen Miles distant from each other ; that he haa only 
Liberty to Retail, yet ia often crowded with People who want neceasary 
Refreshment, but who ia not allowed to aell it to them ; he therefore 
prays he may now obtain a Licence as an Innholder. 

**Paa8*d in Council, vi«. In Council, December 2lBt, 1762. Read and 
Ordertdf That the Juaticea of the General Seasions of the Peace for the 
County of IftdtUecex, be and they hereby are allowed to grant the Peti- 
tioner a Licenae to be an Innholder, if they see Cause, at their A^ioiirn- 
ment on Saturday, the 23d Instant, the Time for granting Licences being 
elapsed notwithstanding, provided the Petitioner ilrst obtains the Appro- 
bation of the Select-Men of Qioton for that purpose. 

*' Sent down for Concurrence. Read and concur'd.'* 

The Trowbridge tavern cannot now be identified 
with certainty ; but it is highly probable that it was 
the same as the Bowers inn, mentioned in the next 
paragraph. 

The earliest tavern in Groton, of which there is 
any positive record or knowledge, was kept by Samuel 
Bowers, Jr., in the house lately and for a long time 
occupied by the Champney family. Mr. Bowers was 
born in Groton on December 21, 1711, and, according 
to his tombstone, died on " the Sixteenth Day of De- 
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cember Anno Domini 1768. Haifa hour after Three 
of the Olock in y* Afternoon, and in the Fifty Eight 
year of his age." He was first licensed in the year 
1756, and was known in the neighborhood as 
''Landlord Ilowers/' — the inn-keeper of that period 
being generally addressed by the title of landlord. I 
do not know who succeeded him in his useful and im- 
portant functions. 

The next tavern of which I have any knowledge 
was the one kept by Captain Jonathan Keep, during 
the latter part of the Revolution. In The Inde' 
pendent Chronicle (Boston), February 16, 1781, the 
committee of the General Court for the sale of con- 
fiscated property in Middlesex County advertise the 
estate of Dr. Joseph Adams, of Townsend, to be sold 
" at Mr. Keeps, innholder at Groton." This tavern 
has now been kept as an inn during more than a 
century. It was originally built for a dwelling-house, 
and, before the Revolution, was occupied by the 
Reverend Samuel Dana ; but since that time it has been 
lengthened in front and otherwise considerably en- 
larged. Captain Keep was followed by the brothers 
Isaiah and Joseph Hall, who were the landlords as 
early as the year 1798. They were succeeded in 1826 
by Joseph Hoar, who had just sold the Emerson 
tavern, at the other end of the village street. Except- 
ing the year 1886, when Moses Gill and his brother- 
in-law, Henry Lewis Lawrence, were the landlords, 
Mr. Hoar kept it until the spring of 1848, when he 
sold out to Thomas Tread well Farns worth. It was 
then conducted as a temperance house, at that time 
considered a great innovation on former customs. 
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After a abort period it was sold to Daniel Hunt, who 
kept it until 1852; and he was followed by James 
Minot Colburn, who had it for two years. It then 
came into the possession of Joseph Nelson Hoar, a 
son of the former landlord, who took it in 1854, and 
in whose family it has since remained. Latterly it 
has been managed by three of his daughters, and was 
known as the Central Hou^e. For a long time it was 
the only tavern in the village, and for neatness and 
comfort could not easily be surpassed. Within a few 
months it has been shut up as a public-house, but it 
is hoped only temporarily. The following description 
of the .inn was written by the late Mrs. Delano A. 
Goddard, in a letter from Grotoii to the Worceater 
Daily Spy, July 7, 1876, after giving an account of 
the celebration on the Fourth of July : 

"I oaonot leave Grotou without one word for ita *Oeutral lloiue,* Ito 
only tarern ; a long, low building, witb a picturetque piazza its wbole 
length, covered with a luxuriant woodbine. It is unique, and is kept by 
three siaters [the Missea Hoar], who receivo their visitom hospitably and 
•erve them themselves; who, in spite of all their household duties, 
never seem hurried, are always to be found, always courteous, always 
ready. They are admirable representatives of the intelligent, capable, 
Attractive New England girls who dsn't know what shirking is, but who 
take up the life they And waiting for them, and make of it the best 
thing they can." 

In August, 1877, a tavern, known as the Fletcher 
House, was opened at the southerly end of the village 
street. It is situated on the easterly side of the Boston 
Road, near the Colonel Prescott monument, and fifty 
years ago was owned by Dr. Farnswortb. 

In a list of innholders printed near the end of 
Isaiah Thomas's Almanack for 1785, appears the name 
of Richardson, whose tavern stood on the present site 
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of the Baptist Church. It was originally the house 
owned and occupied by the Rev. Gcrshom Hobart, 
which had been considerably enlarged by additions 
on the north and east sides, in order to make it more 
suitable for its new purposes. Mine host was Captain 
Jophthah Richardson, who died on October 9, 1806. 
His father was Converse Ricliardson, who had pre- 
viously kept a small inn on the present Elm Street, 
near the corner of Pleasant. It was in this Elm 
Street house that Timothy Uigelow, the rising young 
lawyer, lived when he first came to Groton. Within 
a few years this building has been moved away. Soon 
after the death of Captain Jephthah Richardson the 
tavern was sold to Timothy Spaulding, who carried 
on the business until his death, which occurred on 
February 19, 1808. Spaulding's widow subsequently 
married John Spalter, who was the landlord for a 
short time. About 1812 the house was rented to 
Dearborn Emerson, who had been a driver of a stage- 
coach, as well as the owner of a line. He remained 
in possession of it for a few years. 

During the War of 1812 it was an inn of local re- 
nown ; and a Lieutenant Chase had his headquarters 
here for awhile, when recruiting for the army. He 
raised a company in the neighborhood, which was 
ordered to Sackett's Harbor, near the foot of Lake 
Ontario. The men were put into uniforms as they 
enlisted and drilled daily. They were in the habit 
of marching through the village streets to the music 
of the spirit-stirring drum and the ear-piercing fife; 
and occasionally they were invited into the yard of 
some hospitable citizen, who wouhl treat them to 
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''the cups that cheer but not inebriate/' when 
taken in moderation. William Kemp was the drum- 
mer, and Wilder Shepley the fifer, both noted musi- 
cians in their day. Sometimes Moses Kemp, a 
brother, would act as fifer. William, who died on 
September 28, 1885, at the advanced age of ninety-six 
years, used to give many reminiscences of that period. 
He was born at Qroton on May 8, 1789, and began to 
drum in early boyhood. His first appearance in the 
public service was during the year 1805, as drummer of 
the South Company of Groton, commanded by Luther 
Lawrence, £s^., afterward the mayor of Lowell. 
Among the men enlisted here during that campaign 
were Marquis D. Farnsworth, Aaron Lewis, William 
Shepley and John Woodward, of this town; and 
James Adams and his son, James, Jr., of Pepperell. 

During his boyhood Mr. Kemp knew Major Daniel 
Simpson, the veteran drummer of Boston, whose 
mother was Sarah, daughter of Job and Sarah (Hart- 
well) Shattuck, of Groton. The major was born at 
Harrison, Maine, on September 29, 1790, and died id 
Boston on July 28, 188C. In former years he used to 
spend considerable time at Groton, where many a 
trial of skill between the two drummers has taken 
place. 

It was about the year 1815 that Dearborn Emerson 
left the Richardson tavern, and moved down the 
street, perhaps thirty rods, where he opened another 
public-house on the present site of Milo H. Shat- 
tuck's store. The old tavern, in the mean time, passed 
into the hands of Daniel Shattuck, who kept it until 
the year before his death, which occurred on April 8, 
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1881. The business was then carried on during a 
short time by Samuel Clark Tenny, who has the fol- 
lowing advertisement in The Oroion fferM, June 12, 
1830: 

VOld Stand. 

" rpiiE Sabscrlber would r«8p«otfn11y Inform his frlendi And the pabho 

generally, that he haa taken the Tavern lately occapled by 

Mr. Danikl Shattuck, In Groton ; and having thoroughly fitted np the 

■aine for the reception and Accommodation of travollen, he flatten him- 

■elf he shall obtain a share of their custom. 

*' No pains shall be spared to give satisfaction to all those who may be 

dispoeetl to patronize him. 

** Samusl 0. Tknnt. 
" Groton, June 12, 1830." 

The next landlord was Lemuel Lakin, and after 
him Francis Shattuck, a son of Daniel, for another 
brief period. About the year 1833 it was given up 
entirely as a public-house, and thus passed away an 
old landmark widely known in those times. It stood 
well out on the present road, the front door facing 
down what is now Main Street, the upper end of which 
then had no existence. In approaching the tavern 
from the south, the road went up Hollis Street and 
turned to the left somewhere south of the Burying- 
Qrouiid. The house afterward was cut up and moved 
off, just before the Baptist meeting-house was built. 

Dearborn Emerson married a sister of Daniel 
Brooks, a large owner in the line of stage-coaches 
running through Groton from Boston to Uie north- 
ward ; and this family connection was of great ser- 
vice to him. Jonas Parker, commonly known as 
** Tecumseh " Parker, was now associated with Emer- 
son in keeping the new hotel. The stage business 
was taken away from the Richardson tavern, and 



r 



192 GROTON. 

transferred to this one. The house was enlarged, 
spacious barns and stables were erected, and better 
accommodations given to man and beast, — on too 
large a scale for profit, it seems, as Parker & Emer- 
son failed shortly afterward. This was in the spring 
of 1819, during which year the tavern was purchased 
by Joseph Hoar, who kept it a little more than six 
years, when he sold it to Amos Alexander. This 
landlord, after a long time, was succeeded in turn by 
Isaac J. Fox, Horace Brown, William Childs, Arte- 
mas Brown, John M. Gilson, Abijah Wright and 
Moses Oill. It was given up as a hotel in 1864, and 
made into a shoe- factory, owned by Messrs. Bigelow 
& Randall ; and finally it was burned on Wednes- 
day evening, December 19, 1855. Mr. Gill had the 
house for seven years, and was the last landlord. He 
then opened a public-house directly opposite to the 
Orthodox Church, and called it The Qlobe, which he 
kept for two years. He was succeeded by Stephen 
Woods, who remained only one year, after which 
time this also wan given up as a public-house. 

The following advertisement in The Oroton Herald, 
March 13, 1830, shows that the selectmen of the town 
at that time, wishing to be impartial in distributing 
their official patronage, used to meet equally at all 
the taverns in the village for the transaction of public 
business: 

*'STATSD MSBTINOfl or THE SSLBCTMBN. 

** mHE Selectmen ef Groton will meet on tlie Uet Saturdays of 'each 
month the preeent mnnicipul ytwr, at 3 o'clock, i*. m., viz. :— At 
Jloar'i Ttt?eni tu March, April, May and June; ut Altxunder^i in July, 
August, September and October; and at t^Mttck** in Muvember, Decem- 
ber, January au'd February. « 

" Oalsb Dutlbr, Chairman.** 
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Another hostelry was the Ridge Hill tavern, situated 
at the BidgeSy three miles from the village, on the 
Great Road to Boston. This was huilt about the year 
1805, and much frequented by travelers and team- 
sters. At this point the roads diverge and come 
together again in Lexington, making two routes to 
Boston. It was claimed by interested persons that 
one was considerably shorter than the other, — though 
the actual dilTerence was less than a mile. In the 
year 1824 a guide-board was set up at the crotch of 
the roads, proclaiming the fact that the distance to 
Lexington through Concord was two miles longer 
than through Carlisle. Straightway the storekeepers 
and innholders along the Concord road published a 
counter-statement, that it had been measured by 
sworn surveyors, and the distance found to be only 
two hundred and thirty -six rods farther than by the 
other way. 

The first landlord of the Ridge Hill tavern was 
Levi Parker, noted for his hearty hospitality. He 
was afterward deputy-sheriff of Middlesex County, 
and lived at Westford. He was followed, for a short 
time, by John Stevens, and then by John Hancock 
Loring, who conducted the house during many years, 
and was succeeded by his son Jefferson. After him 
came Henry Lewis Lawrence, who kept it during one 
year ; he was followed by his brother-in-law, Moses 
Qill, who took the tavern in April, 1837, and kept it 
just five years. When Mr. Gill gave up the house, 
he was followed by one Langdon for a short time, 
and he in turn by Kimball Farr as the landlord, who 
had boup:ht it the year previously, and who remained 
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in charge until 1868. During a part of the time 
when the place waa managed by Mr. Farr, his son 
Augustus was associated with him. Mr. Farr sold 
the tavern to John Fuzzard, a native of Brigliton, 
England, who kept it as the landlord for a while, and 
is still tlie owner of the property. He was followed 
by Newell M. Jewett, and he in turn by Stephen 
Perkins, a native of York, Maine, who took it in 
1880. The building had been vacant for some years 
before that time. It was given up by Mr. Perkins in 
the spring of 1884, when it ceased to be a public- 
house, and was occupied again by Mr. Fuzzard as his 
dwelling. A fair used to be held here on the first 
Tuesday of every month for the sale of horses, and 
buyers were attracted from a long distance. At one 
time this property was owned by Judge Samuel 
Dana, who sold it to John H. Loring. 

As early as the year 1798 there was a tavern about 
a mile from the Ridges, toward Groton. It was kept 
by Stephen Farrar, in the house now standing near 
where the brook crosses the Great Road. Afterward 
one Green was tho landlord. The house known 
as the " Levi Tufts place," in the same neighborhood, 
was an inn during the early part of this century, con- 
ducted by Tilly Buttrick. Also about this time, or 
previously, the house situated south of Indian Hill, 
and occupied by Charles Prescott, — when the map in 
Mr. Butler's History was made, — m\H an inn. There 
was a tavern kept from about the year 1812 to 1818 
by a Mr. Page, in Mr. Gerrish's house, — near the 
Unitarian Church in the village, — which was built 
by Martin Jennison, about 1803. Last spring the 
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same dwelling was newly furnished and opened as 
n boarding-house for transient or permanent guests, 
according to an advertisement in The Groton Land- 
mark, May 3, 1890. There was also a tavern, near 
the present paper-miljji of Tileston and Mollings- 
worth, kept for many years (1820-45) by Aaron 
Lewis, and after him for a short time by A. M. 
Voazic. It wnH originally the houso of John Capell, 
who owned the saw-miti and grist-mill in the imme- 
diate neighborhood. Amos Adams had an inn near 
Squannacook, a hundred years ago, in a house now 
owned by James Kemp. 

Forty years ago an attempt was made to organize 
a company for the purpose of carrying on a hotel in 
the village, and a charter was obtained from the 
Legislature. The stock, however, was not wholly 
taken up, and the project fell through. Of the cor- 
parators, Mr. Potter was the last survivor, and he 
died in Cincinnati, on December 2, 1884. Below is 
a copy of the act : — 

"Ak Act to iNroitPonATB the Giioton Hotel Compant. 

" BE it fiMctcd by', th(? Senafje and Jlonte of Repre»entatt«e*f in General 
CoHrl a$8embledf and by ihe atnthoriiy ofthetame^ a$/ollow$: 

*'Sect. 1. Luther F. Potter, Nathaniel P. Smith, Simeon Ames, their 
asBociates and succeflsors, are hereby made a corporation, by the name 
of the (Jroton Hotel Company, for the pnrpoae of erecting, in the town 
of Orittoii, hiillillnKM nccnnmry ami conrnnloiit for a ptililio hoiiM, with 
all the iNiwon ami privilogoii, and mibject to all the liabiliticfl, dntiot and 
rcMtrictlonN, M>t forlh in the forty-rruirth chapter of tho Rovliotl Statntog. 

*'Skct. 2. Said curporatinn may hold such real and personal pro|>erty, 
as may be necessary and convenient for the purposes aforesaid, not ex- 
ceeding in amount twenty thousand dollars : proviilcd, that no shares In 
the capital stock of said corporation shall be issned for a less sum or 
amount, to be actually paid in on eiinh, than the par value of tho shares 
which shall bo flivt is8m>4l. And If any ardent spiri(«, or intoxicating 
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drinkiof anykind whatever, •liall be lold by aoid coinpaoyi or by their 
egente, lenees, or persoua in tlieir employ, contrary to law, In any of 
■aid bulldlnfi, then thUi act ahall be Toid." [Approved hg th* Ooptrnor, 
Mof 2, 1800.] 

In the spring of 1852 a charter was given to Benja- 
min Webb, Daniel D. R. Bow]|er, and their associates, 
for the purpose of forming a corporation to carry on 
a hotel at the Massapoag Springs, in the eastern part 
of this town ; but the project fell through. It was to 
be called the Massapoag Spring Hotel, and its capital 
stock was limited to $30,000. The act was approved 
by the Governor on May 18, 1852; and it contained 
similar conditions to those mentioned above in regard 
to the sale of liquors. In the npring of 1850 an act 
was passed by the Legislature, and approved by the 
Governor on April 1st, incorporating Abel Prescott, 
Harvey A. Woods, Levi W. Woods, Stephen Roberts, 
and Levi W. Phelps, their associates and successors, 
under the name of the Groton Junction Hotel Com- 
pany, for the purpose of erecting a hotel at Groton 
Junction, now known as Ayer. The capital of the 
company was limited to $15,000, but the stock was 
never taken. These enterprises are no w nearly forgot- 
ten, though the mention of them may revive the recol- 
lections of elderly people. 

The Groton STAQE-Ck>ACHES. — During the first 
half of the present century Groton had one charac- 
teristic mark, closely connected with the old taverns, 
which it no longer possesses. It was a radiating 
centre for different lines of stage-coaches, until this 
mode of travel was superseded by the swifter one of 
the railroad. Wayfarers from the surrounding towns 
off the line of travel came hither daily in private 
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vehicles to engage their seats and take their passage. 
During many ycnrs the stage- conclies wore a distinct- 
ive feature of tlie place ; and tlicir coming and going 
were watclied with great interest, and created the ex- 
citement of the day. In early times the drivers, as 
they approached the village, would blow a bugle in 
order to give notice of their arrival ; and this blast 
was the signal at the taverns to put the food on the 
table. More than a generation has now passed away 
since these coaches were wont to be seen in the vil- 
lage streets. They were drawn usually by four horses, 
and in bad going by six. Here a change of coaches, 
horses and drivers was made. 

The stage-driver of former times belonged to a 
class of men that has now disappeared from the com- 
munity. His position wni» one of considerable respon- 
sibility. This important porHonago was well known 
along the route, and his opinions were always quoted 
wi(h respect. I easily recall the familiar face of Aaron 
Corey, who drove the accommodation stage to Boston 
for so many years. Ho was a careful and skillful 
driver, and a man of most obliging disposition. He 
would go out of his way to bear a message or leave a 
newspaper ; but his specialty was to look after women 
and children committed to his charge. He carried 
also packages and parcels, and largely what to-day is 
intrusted to the express. I recall, too, with pleasure 
Horace George, another driver, popular with all the 
boys, because in sleighing time he would let us ride 
on the rack behind, and even slacken the speed of his 
horses so as to allow us to catch hold of the straps. 
In youthful dialect, the practice was called "ketchin^ 
on behind." 



€ 
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Some people now remember the scenes of life and 
activity that used to be witnessed in the town on the 
arrival and departure of the stages. Some remem- 
ber, too, the loud snap of tlus Wliip which gave in- 
creased speed to the horses, as they dashed up in ap- 
proved style to the stopping-place, where the 
loungers were collected to see the travelers, and listen 
to the gossip which fell from their lips. There were 
no telegraphs then, and but few railroads in the coun- 
try. The papers did not gather the news so eagerly 
nor spread it abroad as promptly as they do now ; 
and items of intelligence were carried largely by 
word of mouth. 

The earliest line of stage-coaches between Boston 
and Groton was the one mentioned in the Colum- 
bian CeiUinel, April 6, 1793. The advertisement is 
headed "New Line of Stages," and gives notice 
that— 

**A Stage>Garriage driTes from BolbiHi* Tavern, at Gharlea-BiTer 
Bridge, on Monday and Friday, in each week, and puasiug through 
Ooneard and Q>ro<oM, arriree at Wi/man^$ tavern in AihUg [AHhby] in the 
evening* .of the lame daye ; and after exchanging paaeengera there 
with the Stage Carriage from WulpoUf it returns on Tuesday! and Sat> 
urdays, by the same route to Bobbitu't. 

The C^tarUiUnon Carriage drives also from Jiobbiut' on Wednesday in 
each week, and passing through Oomord arrives at l{u'hard»oH*a tavern, 
in Grokm, on the evening of the same day, and from thence returns on 
Thursday to Itobbim*. 

"Another Carriage drives from Itichttrdton't tavern in Oroton, on Mon- 
day in eacli week, at six o'clock in the morning, and passing by IticfMrd' 
•em's tavern in OoHoord^ at ten o'clock in the foi-enoon, arrives at (XiarUt- 
toum at three o'clock in tlie afternoon. Fronk CltcuivatowH it drives on 
Tuesdtiy and Thursday in eiich week, at tiireo o'clock in the afternoon 
and returns back as far as hichardion'* tavern in OoHoonl — and from 
that place it starts at 8 o'clock in the mornings, of Wednesday and 
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Friday, and mtif again to CfharUOown. From there it morbs at six 
o'clock on Saturday morning, and retarni to Biohardson'$ taTern ta 
Oroton, in the evening of the aame day.** 

It was probably one of these '' Carriages" to which 
allusion is made in Mr. Winthrop's " Memoir of the 
Honorable Nathan Appleton/' as follows : 

'* At early dusk on lome October or NoTember evening, in the year 
1794, a fresh, vigorous, bright-eyed lad. Just turned of fifteen, might 
have been neon alighting from a stage-coacli near Quaker liane,^ as 
it was then calloil, in the old tovru of Boston. He had been two days 
on the road from his home In the town of New Ipswich, in the State 
of New Hampshire. On the last of the two days, the stage-coach 
had brought him all the way from Groton in Massachusetts ; starting 
for that purpose early in the morning, stopping at Concord for the 
passengers to dine, trundling them through Charlestown about the 
time the evening lamps were lighted, and finishing the whole distance 
of rather more than thirty miles in season for supper. For his first 
day*s Journey, there had been no such eligible and expeditious con- 
veyance. The Boston stage-coach. In those days, went no farther than 
Grotnn in that direction. His father's favm-horse, or perhaps that of 
one of the neighbors, had served his turn for the first six or seven miles ; 
his little brother of ten years old having followed him as far as Town- 
send, to ride the horse home again. But from there he had trudged 
along to Qroton on fiK>t, with a bundle-handkerchief In his hand, which 
contained all the wearing apparel he had, except what was on his back.** 
— iVoceedinyi of Ute Jtta$$achtueta HiUorical SocMiff v. 249, 2ft0. 

It has been said that the first public conveyance 
between Boston and Groton was a covered wagon, 
hung on chains for thoroughbraces ; but this was 
probably subsequent to the time of the advertisement. 
It was owned and driven by Lemuel Lakin, but after 
a few years the owner sold out to Dearborn Emer- 
son. 

The following advertisement from the 0)lumbian 



1 Now Congress fiiroet. 
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Oeniinelf June 25, 1800, will give a notion of what an 
undertaking a trip to Boston was at the beginning of 
the century : 

'*OBOTOM STAGB. 

" The fubtcriber rafpectfully infonnt the public that be driTM Ui« 
Stage from BoUon to Oroion, ruuniug through Ltmrngloiit CbNcord, and 
JUttfaton, to Oroton : Starts fh>in Boatou every Wtdnetdaif morning, at 6 
o'cloolc, and arriTee at QroUm the lame day ; Starta from Oroton every 
Jfotuic^ morning, at 7 o'clock, and arrives at liothn the lame day at 4 
o'clock. Panage through, 2 dole, per mile, id, 

** Danbokn Bmbsson. 

**Seati taken at Mr. Sii.Ai Dutton's in Royal Bx43hang« Lmo. Newt- 
papen eupplled on tlie road, and every attention paid to conveyaucee.'* 

The given-name of Emerson was Dearborn, and 
not ''Danborn/' which is a misprint. Two years 
later he was running a stage-coach from Qroton to 
New Ipswich, New Hampshire ; and on the first re- 
turn trip he brought three passengers, — according to 
the " History of New tpswich " (page 129). Emerson 
was a noted driver in his day; and he is mentioned 
with pleasant recollections by the Honorable Abbott 
Lawrence, in an after-dinner speech at the Jubilee of 

Lawrence Academy, on July 12, 1854, as appears 
from the published account of the celebration. Sub- 
sequently he was the landlord of one of the local 
taverns. 

It is advertised in The Ma$aachu8ett8 RegUter^ for 
the year 1802, that th( 



**0R0T01I stage, loUi ofT from J. and 8. WlicolocVe [Indian Quoon 
Inn], Mo. 37, Marlboro'-Streot [now a iiart of Woidiiugtuu St root, lloe- 
ton], every Wo<lneiidtty at 4 o'clock in tho morning, and arrivue at Oro- 
ton at 3 o'clock in the i^teruoou, iMnie duy; leavea Grotou every 
Monday at 4 o'clock in the morning, and arrivee in Boftou at 6 o'clock 
in the afternoon, lame day." (Pagee 19, 20.) 
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It seems from this notice that it took three hours 
longer to make the trip down to Boston than up to 
Oroton,— -of which the exphinniion is not clear. In 
the HegUter for 1803, a semi-weekly line is advertised^ 
and the same length of time is given for making the 
trip each way as is mentioned in the Register of the 
preceding year. ^ 

Ahoat the year 1807 there was a tri-weekly line of 
coaches to Boston, and as early as 1820 a daily line, 
which connected at Groton with others extending 
into New Hampshire and Vermont. Soon after this 
time there were two lines to Boston, running in op- 
position to each other, — one known as the Union and 
Accommodation Line, and the other as the Telegraph 
aiid Despatch. 

One of the drivers for the Telegraph and Despatch 
Line was Phi neas Harrington, popularly known along 
the road as ** Phin " Harrington. He had orders to 
take but eight passengers in his coach, and the trip 
was made with remarkable speed for that period. 
''Phin '' was a man of small size; and the story used 
to be told of him that, on cold and stormy nights, he 
would get inside of one of the lamps fixed to the box, 
in order to warm his feet by the lighted wick I He 
passed almost his whole life as a stage-man, and it is 
said that he drove for nearly forty years. He could 
handle the reins of six horses with more skill than 
any other driver in town. Mr. Harrington died at 
Dracut, on May 23, 1870, aged eighty years, two 
months and nine days. 

William Shepard & Co. advertise in The Orotofi 
Heraldy April 10, 1830, their accommodation stage. 
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"Good Teams aad Oooclies with careful aud obliging 
drivers will be provided by the subscribers/' Books 
were kept in Boston at A. M. Brigham's, No. 42 Han- 
over Street, and in Groton at thie taverns of Amos 
Alexander and Joseph Hoar. The fare was one dol- 
lar, and the coach went three times a week. 

About this time George Flint had a line to Nashua, 
and John Holt another to Fitchburg. They adver- 
tise together in the Herald, May 1, 1830, that '' no 
pains shall be spared to accommodate those who shall 
favor them with their custom, and all business in- 
trusted to their care will be faithfully attended to." 
The first stage-coach from this town to Lowell began 
to run about the year 1829, and John Austin was the 
driver. An opposition line was established soon after- 
ward, and kept up during a short time, until a com- 
promise was made between the two lines. Later, 
John Hubs was the owner aud driver of the line to 
Lowell, and still later, John M. Maynard the owner. 
Near this period there was a coach running to Wor- 
cester, and previously one to Amherst, New Hamp- 
shire. 

Fifty years ago General Thomas Adams Staples was 
a well-known stage proprietor. He was a man of 
large frame aud fine proportions, and is still remem- 
bered by many residents of the town. He was bom 
in Boston on July 20, 1804, and died at Machias, 
Maine, on November 13, 1880. 

The following is a list of some of the old drivers, 
who were well-known along their respective routes. 
It is arranged in no particular order and is by no 
means complete ; and the dates against a few of the 
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names are only approximations to tlie time when each 
one sat on the box. 

Lemuel Lakin was among the earliest ; and he was 
followed by Dearborn Emerson. Daniel Brooks drove 
to Boston during the period of the last war with Eug* 
land, and probably later. 

Aaron Corey drove the accommodation stage to 
Boston, through Carlisle, Bedford and Lexington, for 
a long time, and he had previously driven the mail- 
coach. He was succeeded by his son, Calvin, the 
driver for a few years, until the line was given up in 
1860. Mr. Corey, the father, was one of the veter- 
ans, having held the reins during thirty-two years ; 
he died March 15, 1857, at the age of seventy -three. 

Isaac BuUard (1817-30), William Smart (1825-30), 
George Hunt, Jonathan Buttrick, Obadiah Kendall, 
Albert Hayden, Charles Briggs, Levi Kobbins, James 
Lord, Frank Brown, Silas Burgess, Augustus Adams, 
William Dana, Horace Brown, Levi Wheeler, Tim- 
othy Underwood, Bacon, Horace George (1838- 

45), Leonard Williams Cushing (1842-45) and Joseph 
Stewart, — these drove to Boston. After the stages 
were taken oft*, " Joe " Stewart was the driver of the 
passenger-coach from the village to the station on the 
Fitchburg Railroad, which ran to connect with the 
three daily trains for Boston. The station was three 
miles away, and now within the limits of Ayer. 

Among the drivers to Keene, New Hampshire, 
were Kimball Danforth (1817-40), Ira Brown, Oliver 
Scales, Amos Nicholas, Otis Bardwell, Abel Marshall, 
the brothers Ira and Hiram Hodgkins, George Brown, 
Houghton Lawrence, Palmer Thomas, Ira Green, 
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Barney Pike, William Johnson, Walter Carleton 
and John Carleton. There were two stage routes to 
Keene, both going as far as West Townsend in com- 
mon, and then separating, one passing through New 
Ipswich and Jafflrey, a northerly route, while the 
other went through Ashby, Rindge and Fitzwilliam, 
a southerly one. 

Anson Johnson and Beriah Curtis drove to Wor- 
cester; Addison Parker, Henry Lewis Lawrence, 
Stephen Corbin, John Webber, and his son Ward, 
drove to Lowell; the brothers Abiel and Nathan 
Fawcett, Wilder Proctor and Abel Hamilton Fuller, 
to Nashua. 

Micah Bull, who came from Leominster about the 
year 1824, drove to Amherst, New Hampshire, and 
after him Benjamin licwis, who continued to drive as 
long as he lived, and at his death the line was given 
up. The route lay through Pepperell, Hollis and 
Milford. 

The forerunner of this Amherst stage was a one- 
horse vehicle, which used to go over the road each 
way two or three times a week, and carry the mail. 
It began to run about the year 1820, and took pas- 
sengers as occasion required. 

Other reins-men were John Chase, Joel Shattuck, 
William Shattuck, Moses Titus, Frank Shattuck, 

David Coburn, Chickering, Thomas Emory and 

William Kemp, Jr. 

The sad recollection of an accident at Littleton, re- 
sulting in the death of Silas Bullard, is occasionally 
revived by some of the older people. It occurred on 
February 3, 1835, and was caused by the upsetting of 
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the Groton coach, driven by Samuel Stone, and at the 
time just descending the hill between Littleton Com- 
mon and Nagog Pond, then known as Kimball's Hill. 
Mr. Bullardwas one of the owners of the line, and a 
brother of Isaac, the veteran driver. The Colum- 
bian Centinel, February 5, 1835, contains the fol* 
lowing account of the affair : 

" iVont Briggi'M Kem Room BuOttin.** 

** On Tuesday afternoon [February 3], as the Groton and Keene mail- 
stage was returning to this city, in a narrow pass of the road in Little- 
ton, one of the fore wheels of the stage came in contact with the hind 
wheel of a wagon, which suddenly overturned the stage. — There were 
eleven passengers In the Tehicle at the time, who, with the exception of 
Mr. Silas Bullard, of this city, and Bfr. 'Washington Shopley, of Groton, 
escaped nnlnjured. Mr. Bullard was seated with the driver at the time 
of the accident, and was thrown, with great violence, to the ground, the 
stage falling immediately ni)on him. His collar>bone and two of his 
ribs were broken, shoulder blade dislocated, and otherwise injured. He 
was c<mvflyo«1 to a privato dwolllng, wlinre ho has the Ixwt medical aid, 
but his recovery Is very doubtful. Bfr. Shepley*s injuries were of an In- 
ternal nature, but not such as to prevent his immediate return to Gro- 
ton. A iNWRongor states that no blame can be attached to the driver." 

Mr. Bullard died on February 5th, and the Centinel 
of the next day pays a worthy tribute to his char- 
acter. . 

Besides the stage-coaches, the carrier- wagons added 
to the business of Groton, and helped largely to sup- 
port the taverns. The town was situated on one of 
the main thoroughfares leading from Boston to the 
northern country, comprising an important part of 
New Hampshire and Vermont, and extending into 
Canada. This road was traversed by a great number 
of wagons, drawn by four or six horses, carrying to 
the city the various products of the country, such as 
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grain, pork, butter, cheese, eggs, venison, hides ; and 
returning with goods found in the city, such as mo- 
lasses, sugar. New England rum, coffee, tea, nails, 
iron, cloths, and the innumerable articles found in 
the country stores, to be distributed among the towns 
above here. In some seasons it was no uncommon 
sight to see forty such wagons passing through the 
village in one day. 

In addition to these were many smaller vehicles, 
drawn by one or two horses, to say nothing of the 
private carriages of individuals who were traveling 
for business or pleasure. 

The Groton Firb DErARXMENT.— The first fire- 
engine in Groton was made in the year 1802, by Lo- 
ammi Baldwin, Jr., then a law-student in the ofiice 
of the Honorable Timothy Bigelow, but who after- 
ward became a civil engineer. He was a son of 
Loammi and Mary (Fowle) Baldwin, and born at 
Woburn on May IG, 1780 ; and after his graduation 
at Harvard College, in the class of 1800, he came to 
Groton in order to study the profession of law. Like 
many others he does not seem to have found out at the 
start his proper calling, as hid tastes were naturally 
for mechanical science and the kindred arts. While 
following his studies here, a house, situated just south 
of the academy grounds, was burned down in the 
winter-time and there was no fire-engine to stop it. 
The neighbors had to fight the fiames as best they 
could, with snow as well as water. By this incident 
he became so impressed with the need of an engine in 
Groton, that with his own hands he constructed the 
first one the town ever had. This identical machine, 
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known for a long time as Torrent, No. 1, is still ser- 
yiceable afler a use of more than eighty-eight years, 
and will throw a stream of water over the highest roof 
in the town. It was made in Jonathan Loring's shop, 
then opposite to Mr. Boynton's blacksmith-shop, 
where the ironwork was done. The tub is of copper, 
and bears the date " 1802." Mr. Baldwin, soon after 
this time, gave up the practice of law, and became 
distinguished in hfs new profession. 

The following description of the engine is found in 
The JFiremefCs Standard (Boston) for April, 1884: 

" The old ' machine * has a qnaint appearance with its copper tub on 
which is inscribed its name, Torrent, No. 1, and its ancient tool box 
which bears the date of its birth, 1802. The said tub is three feet six 
inches long, two feet two inches wide, and twenty^two inches deep. On its 
bottom rests nn oRk plank in which are set the valves and in which 
stand the brass cylinders and air chamber,, the former of which lieing 
each five inches in diameter and sixteen inches high. A gooseneck on 
the top of the air chamber serves as the outlet for the water and a reel is 
attached to the hind part of the tub capable of carrying one hundred 
feet of two-inch hose, tlie first supply of which was made at the harness 
shop and sewed with waxed thread** (page 4). 

Among the active members of Torrent Company, 
nearly fifty years ago, was Elijah Tracy, a deaf-mute, 
who attended the stated meetings, and turne'd out at 
the fires, with ns much regularity as his more favored 
comrades. 

At two different times within sixteen years. Torrent, 
No. 1, has done most excellent service in putting out 
fires, and it is the testimony of all acquainted with 
the facts, that on each of these occasions it prevented 
a serious conflagration. Notably this was so at a fire 
which took place early on Sunday morning, October 
20, 1884, when a dwelling-house, owned by Andrew 
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Bobbins, was burned down. At this time Mr. Dix's 
buildings, in very close proximity, wore in great 
danger, but they were saved through the efforts of the 
Fire Department and the use of the old engine, which 
was worked to good advantage in narrow quarters, 
where the other engine could not be taken. The 
other occasion was when Walter Shattuck's store was 
burned down on November 17, 1874; and largely by 
means of this engine the Congregational meeting- 
house was saved from destruction. 

Torrent, No. 1, until recently, was housed at the 
end of a row of horse-sheds, near the First Parish 
meeting-liouse, but in the year 1865 it was transferred 
to West Groton, for the protection of that part of the 
town. It was there placed in the charge of a volun- 
teer company of young men ; and on April 6, 1880, 
the town voted to authorize the Board of Engineers 
to form a permanent company in that village, which 
was accordingly done, with the volunteer association 
as a nucleus. The engine has been re-named, and 
is now known as the Squannacook. An engine-house, 
next to the new church on Qroton Street, has been 
built, which was formally opened with appropriate 
ceremonies, on the evening of December 80, 1887. In 
the upper story is a hall for public meetings, where, 
on January 6, 1888, the company gave a ball. A 
pamphlet was printed (Ayer, 1887, 12mo, pp. 8), enti- 
tled ''Constitution and By-Laws of Squannacook En- 
gine Co., No. 2, West Groton, Mass.,'' which sets forth 
the rules of their government. 
. The Union Engine Company was organized in the 
spring of 1880, and the immediate occasion of its for- 
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ination wan the scries of incendiary fires that occurred 
during tlie year 1829. Presumably tlie name of the 
engine company was talceu from the Union Congre- 
gational Church in the immediate neighborhood ; and 
the engine was housed at the easterly end of the 
horse-sheds, situated on the northerly side of the 
meeting-house. 

The following notice in the Groton Herald^ May 
8, 1830, is addressed to the subscribers for the engine : 

"TAKE NOTICE. 

^^ rpiIB SniMcrlben to the Now Engine are hereby requested to meet 

-^ at Albxaiidkr*8 Hotel, MONDAY the 10th inst., atO oclock, 

P.M. to hoar the report of their Committee, choeen for the purpoee of 

pnrchaeing an Engine, and to transact any other business which they 

may thinlc expedient 

••Ei.iJAn WiiiTOM, ) ^ 

"T. A. STAPLBa. J 
•' Groton, May 8, 1830." 

A Board of Engineers of the Fire Department was 
originally appointed in April, 1875, by the selectmen, 
in accordance with Chapter 35 of the Public Stat- 
utes. Their first report was made in the spring of 
187G, and printed in the Town Report of that year. 
A new engine, known as the Lawrence, was bought 
in August, 1875, and is kept in the town-house. The 
following is a list of the chief engineers, with the dates 
of their several appointments, which are made by 
the selectmen : 

April 10, 1875, George Sumner Graves. 
April 22, 1870, Charles Blood. 
April 24, 1877, Charles Blood. 
April 22, 1878, Charles Blood. 
April 23, 1870, Cliarles Blood. 
April 17, 1880, Charles Blood. 
April 20, 1881, John Utlsun. 

U 
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April 21, 1882, John Gilaon. 
March 20, 18S0, John Gilwn. 
March 20, 1884, George Sumner Gravee. 
March 18, 1885, George Sumner Grayee. 
March 15, 188G, Charles Woolley. 
March 26, 1887, Charloe Woolley. 
April 2, 1888, Oharlee Woolley. 
April 1.1889, Charles Woolley. 
April 1, 1890, Chariee Woolley. 

Oroton Fire Club, — The Qroton Fire Olub wus form- 
ed during the winter of 1815 ; and the immediate oc- 
casion of its organization was the burning of John 
Wethered's dwelling on Wednesday evening, Febru- 
ary 1, 1815. This house stood at the lower end of 
Main Street, and some years previously had been 
owned and occupied by Dr. Oliver Prescott, Senior. 
Mr. Wethered was from AVilmington, Delaware, and 
came to Groton from that State. According to tradi- 
tion the dwelling was set on fire by a negro in his em- 
ploy, who had been a slave at the South. 

On November 7, 1814, Mr. Wethered bought the 
place of Dr. Oliver Prescott, Jr. ; and three months 
later the house was burned, as has been stated. On 
April 29, 1816, Mr. Wethered sold it to Robert C. 
Ludlow, of Boston, a purser in the United States 
Navy, who, at this time, in connection with Commo- 
dore fiainbridge and Charles W. Green, was interest- 
ed in the ownership of the Lakin farm, where they 
were then raising sheep. On September 25, 1817, 
Purser Ludlow sold it to Joshua Nash, who ten years 
later became the father-in-law of the late Bradford 
Russell, Esq., of Groton. 

The present house on the same site was built about 
the year 1826 by Miss Susan Prescott, afterward Mrs. 
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John Wright, for the accommodation of her school 
for girls, a famous institution more than sixty years 
ago. After Mrs. Wright's occupation of the place, it 
passed into the hands of Dr. Amos Famswortb, and 
since that time there have been several owners. The 
house is now kept as a tavern. 

The first meeting of the Fire Club was held on 
February 4, 1815, when the Honorable James Pres- 
cott was chosen president of the association, and Ca- 
leb Butler, Esq., secretary. The club used to meet 
annually, for the choice of oflicer8,at one of the pub- 
lic-houses in the village, when a supper was served ; 
and sometimes on such occasions members of one of 
the engine companies would be invited to join in the 
festivities. Each member of the Fire Club was re- 
quired to provide two leather buckets and a fire-bag, 
which were to be always ready for use; and a failure 
to take them to a fire was met with a fine. Among 
some of the descendants of the early members 
these articles are now treasured as heirlooms. 

On March 1, 1875, the town voted to adopt Chapter 
XXIV., Sections 23-31, of the General Statutes of the 
Commonwealth, by which action the need of a pri- 
vate organization was largely superseded. The last 
meeting of the Fire Club, according to the records, 
was held in November, 1872, no day of the month 
given. The following preamble, with a list of the 
original members, is taken from the first two pages of 
the record-book : 

" The undersigned, Inhabitants of Oroton warned by the recent confl»> 
gration in this village ^ and feeling one common Interest and duty to b« 



1 Tlie dwelling-honso of Btr. .lobn Wothered was entirely consumed 
by fire on the evening of the Ist day of February, ▲.». 1816. 
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oonatoptly in raadineM to act with promptitude and effect on Mich die* 
treaiiDg emergenciei, agree to form and procure Immediately to organize 
a aoclety for that purpoae, to be called, * Grotou Fire Club/ and do 
pledge oanelvee to comply with and conform to all eucli ruleit andregu- 
lationa, as the Society may at any time adopt to promote that end. 
" Dated tlie fourth day of February, A.D. 1815. 



*' Jamea Preeoott 

Sam^ Lawrance 

Jamea Lewla 

Abr. Bfoore 

Walter Dickson 

Alpheua Richaidaon 

David Fletcher 

Henjauiin Moore 

I'homas T. Cunningham 

John Rcckwood 

AVilliam Farneworth 

Jamee Ridgeway 

Wia Livemiore 

0«orge Brigham 

Daniel Eaton 

Joaeph F. Hall 

Joeiah Billinga 

Thoe. 0. Gardner in behalf 
of my father [Hijor 
Thomaa Gardner.] 

Levi Wait 

Aaron Bancroft 

Samaon Woods 



Luther Lawrence 
Jamea Drazer 
Amoa Farusworth 
W" Bancroft 
Caleb Butler 
Amoa Lawrence 
Auron Lewie 
Joitoph Mamitteld 
Aaa Tarbell 
Aaron Jjewla 2* 
Aia Gravea 
Abel Farnaworth 
Kara Farnaworth 
Jon» Loring 
Aaa Lawrence, Jr. 
LuUier Wooda 
John Stebbena 
Sami Dana 
W?>Childa 
Sam* Farnaworth 
£liphalt Wheeler 
Stuart J. Park " 



On May 6, 1872, the town voted to build five reser- 
voirs, which should hold 4000 gallons each. They were 
to be so situated as to give protection to the greatest 
number of houses in the village, with due regard 
to a sufficient supply of water. The reservoirs were 
placed, respectively, near the three' meeting-houses, 
the Town-House, and the High School ; and they are 
kept full by the water which runs from the roofs of 
these several buildings. After that vote, a few years 
later, another reservoir was placed in Court Street. 
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Starch-Factory, Paper-Mills, Etc. — In the 
Rpring of 1832 the following net was piussed by the 
Oenernl Court of Massachusetts; and under the au- 
thority of the enactment a company was organized at 
Groton for the manufacture of starch. 

A mill was built for the purpose on the Groton side 
of the Bquannacook River, three-quarters of a mile 
above the village of West Groton, but the undertak- 
ing did not prove to be a success. It stood on the 
site of the present paper-mill in that locality; and the 
place is shown on Mr. Butler's Map of Groton. It 
was expected that this new industry in the town would 
help the farmers of the neighborhood by encouraging 
the cultivation of potatoes, which were to be used in 
making the article ; but the scheme wtis a failure. 

"Chap. CXXVII. 
" An Aot to inconx>mto tbe Dnna Mnnurnctnring Coinpnny.** 

*' Sec. 1. Bb « tnacied by the Senate awl Ilotue of Repreeenlatieetf in 
General Cktttrl auembledf and by the authMriiy of the eame. That OUver 
Sheple, Sninuel lHilu^ SAmiicI Dana. Jr., Oliver Shople, Jr., James 
Dana, and Washington Sheple, their asBooiates and aeeigns be, and they 
hereby are constituted a corporation and made a body politic, by the 
name and style of the Dana 3Ianufacturing Company, for the purpose 
of manufacturing cotton and woollen goods. Iron wares, and starch from 
any materials, in the respective towns of Groton and Shirley in the 
county of Bliddlesox, and for this purpose shall have all the powers and 
privileges, and be subject to all theduties and requirements contained in 
an act itassed the twenty -third day of February in theyear of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty, entitle<l ' an act defining the general 
powers and duties of manufacturing corporations.* 

** Sko. 2. Be it further enacted, Tliat the said corporaUon may take and 
hold such real estate, not exceeding in value the sum of two hundred 
thonsand dollars, and such fiorfional estate not excondlng In valne two 
hundre<l thousand dollars, as may be suitable and convenient for carry- 
ing on the business aforesaid." 

[Approved by the Governor, March 13, 1832.] 
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The building was subsequently used as a paper-mill, 
and burned many yours ago, probably during the sum- 
mer of 1846. Soon afterward another mill wa» erect- 
ed on the same site, which was bought on October 22, 
1852, by Lyman Holliugsworth of Jephthah llichard- 
son Hartwell. The plant was sold in 1881 by Mr. 
Hollingsworth to Messrs. Holliugsworth and Vose, of 
Boston, who still own it. The senior partner of this 
firm is a nephew of the former owner. The product 
of the mill is a Manilla paper of high grade, of which 
about three tons are made daily. Ou August 7, 1889, 
I visited the mill when they were making a paper, 
which is sent to England in boxes, for the manufac- 
ture of sand-paper, and very likely to be returned 
here in that form. In the stock-houses there were two 
hundred tons of old cordage, more or lesd, ready to 
be ground up and used in connection with '' wood 
pulp,*' which enters largely into the composition of 
the article. Last year a new dam, a solid granite 
structure in place of the original one, was built ; 
though, in times of low water, steam-power is re- 
quired to turn the machinery. 

The direct road from the village of West Groton to 
the paper-mill — perhaps three quarters of a mile in 
length — ^was laid out by the county commissioners 
on April 13, 1838. An attempt was previously made 
by interested persons, in the spring of 1832, to have 
the same piece of highway built, but it did not meet 
with success, as it was then adjudged by the commis- 
sioners to be *^ not of common convenience and neces- 
sity.*' Of course the road was opened in order to ac- 
commodate the business of the new factory. 
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The paper-mill on the Nashua River, at the Paper- 
Mill Village, was originally a wooden structure, and 
built in the year 1841 by Oliver Howe, who owned the 
saw-mill and grist-mill in the close proximity ; and 
here the manufacture of Manilla paper was carried 
on. During more than a century there has been a 
dam at this place across the river, and in early times 
there was, also, a ford known as the Stony Fordway 
or Stony Wading-place. Among the Massachusetts 
Archives at the State House is a rough plan, made 
'probably about the year 1740, which gives the names 
of the bridges, etc., in this neighborhood, at that 
period. It is found in the volume marked on the back 
" Maps and Plans ** (XVI. 6), and bears the catalogue 
number 1482. 

About the year 1846 the property, on which stood 
these several mills, was sold to the brothers John 
Mark and Lyman HoUingsworth ; and on Sept. 1, 
1851, Lyman sold his share to the other brother, John 
Mark, who rebuilt the paper-mill, making it of brick, 
but the building was very soon afterwards burned. 
The following item is taken from the Boston Daily 
Journal, Monday, June 7, 1862 : 

<* PArRR Mill Burnt. Wo learn that a paper-mtll, dwetling-housa 
and out-bulMiiig« oi^joining, littiatod in Groton, and owned by Mr. J. 
M. IIolHngsworth were totally constiined by Are on Saturday [June 6].** 

The mill was at once rebuilt, and soon again in 
operation. 

*' Mi^J. M. lloliingflwortb*8 extensive and costly pt^rmllls, at Orotoa 
Junction [Pairar Mill Village], are nearly ready to go into operation. 
Mr. H. intends to manufacture first quality book paper, employing 
About 35 hands." 

Lowett Weekly Journal and Oouriei't May 20, 1863. 



i 
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On March 7, 1865. Mr. Hollingsworth, just before 
his deaths on April 6th of that year, sold the property 
to his brother Lyman, who himself died on April 1, 
1890 ; and eleven years later it was burnt for the sec- 
ond time. The Boston Evening Journal, Friday, 
May 26, 1876, has the following account of the fire: 

** Mill Bukmy at Gsotom, Mam. 

** The largo paper mill of Lyman HolliDgaworth at North [?] Grotoo 
was deatroyed by fire on Thurwlay afternoon [May 26]. It gave em- 
ployment to about fifty workmen, and wae valaed at |14O,00O. The in- 
•orance is placed in the following oompaniet : Etna, Hartford, and 
Fhcenix, of Hartford ; Home of New York ; North Britlth and Her- 
•antile ; Springfield Fire and Marine ; Sire A«ociation of Philadelphia ; 
Meriden Fire; Roger Williame of Providence, and Shawrout of Boston. 
It ie divided ut follows: Ou mill, iMi.OOO; macliluory, |a4,<lOO, and ou 
•lock, covering the probable luns, |8,UUU. It is nut yet known how the 
ftre uccurriMl.*' 

The mill was again rebuilt, this time by Lyman 
Hollingsworth, and the manufacture of book paper 
eontinued, now with a daily product of about &Ye 
tons. On Dec. 13, 1881, the establishment was sold 
to Messrs. Tileston and Hollingsworth, of Boston, 
and in July, 1889, by them transferred to the Tiles- 
ton & Hollingsworth Company, of Boston, a corpora- 
tion organized under the laws of the Common- 
wealth. 

At West Groton there is a leather-board mill, of 
which the daily product is about four tons. It em- 
ploys thirty-five men, and stands on the site of a saw- 
mill and grist-mill, which were built as early as the 
year 1765, and perhaps earlier. There is also a saw- 
mill on the Squannacook River, near the Towneend 
line, giving employment to eight or ten men, where 
box-shooks, reels, staves, etc., are made. 
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THE GEOGRAPHY OF GROTON. 

Rivers, — In early times, before the original Plan- 
tation had been cut up in order to form other towuR, 
the Nashua Eiver flowed through the township of 
Groton for a distance of ten miles or more, and nearly 
bisected its territory ; while to-day its course within 
the town^s limits is hardly more than three miles. 
This river is formed by the union of two branches, 
known respectively as the North Branch and the 
South Branch, which come together at Lancaster. 
The former has its source in Ashburnham, near the 
foot of the Watatuck Mountain, and in Westminster, 
and passes through Fitchbucg and Leominster ; while 
the latter rises in the neighborhood of the Wacluisett 
Mountain, at Princeton, and among the hills of Rut- 
land and Holden, and passes through West Boylston 
and Clinton. Both these branches for a considerable 
distance above their confluence are known also as the 
Nashua. The stream at Groton is about one hundred 
feet above tide-water. 

At a very early period the Nashua River was some- 
times called the Penacook, and at other times the 
Groton River. In Thomas Noyes's survey of the 
grant of Major Simon Willard^s farm, in the autumn 
of 1659, the land is described as " lying and being for 
the most part on the east side of Groaten Riuer.'* 
And again, at the session beginning on Sept. 6, 1676, 
the approval of the General Court was given to Jona- 
than Danforth's survey of lands laid out to William 
Hauthorne, "lying in the wilderness; on the North 
of Groaten Riuer at a place called by the Indians 
Wistequassuck,'' now within the limits of Townsend. 
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At a later period it was more frequently referred to as 
the Lancaster River; and it is likely that the stream 
bore different names in different towns along its 
course even at the same time. In the record of " The 
lands of Mr. 8amuell Willard, which is layd out to 
him in the towne of Qrotten/' on Sept. 29, 1G80, ref- 
erence is made to the Nashawag River — another form 
of spelling. 

The Squannacook River forms the divisional line 
with Shirley for perhaps four miles, which is the whole 
distance of contact with that town. This stream 
rises in Ashby and flows through Townsend and by 
West Groton, emptying into the Nashua. The name 
is found in the Proprietors' records as early as the 
spring of 1684. 

Ponds. — Baddacook Pond — lies about two miles 
from the village, near the Lowell Road. It covers an 
area of 108 acres, and is the largest pond in the 
town. It is mentioned in the record of James Par- 
ker's land under the date of July 6, 1666. 

Outlet: Baddacook Brook, which flows into Cow 
Pond. 

Oady Pond — a small and deep pond, covering per- 
haps two acres, lying less than a mile from the village 
in a southeasterly direction, near the Boston Road. 
It was named after Nicholas Cady, one of the early 
settlers, who owned land in the neighborhood. This 
pond and Flat Pond, both very small, are the only 
ones in the town whose waters ultimately reach the 
Nashua River. 

Outlet: a small unnamed brook running south- 
westerly into James' Brook. 
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Cow Ponef-Hsometimes called Whitney's Pond, in 
the easterly part of the town, covering an area of 
seventy-one acres. Cow Pond Meadow is mentioned 
in the record of Ralph Reed's land before the year 
1664. 

Outlet : Cow Pond Brook, which flows into Massa- 
poag Pond. 

Duck Pond — near the Ridges, east of Knop's Pond, 
and separated from it by a ridge only — lies perhaps 
half a mile south of Cow Pond. It covers fifty-five 
acres, and has no outlet. 

Flat Pond — ^a small sheet of water near the Throne, 
in the west part of the town. 

Outlet : a small unnamed brook into the Squanna* 
cook River, * 

Half 'Moon Pond — a small pond in the upper part of 
the meadow, which' lies south of the Hillside Road. 

Khop*8 Pond — near the Ridges, west of Duck Pond, 
and is of the same size as that pond, covering fiflby- 
five acres. 80 called from James Knapp, or Knop, 
an early settler who owned land in the neighborhood. 

Outlet : a brook into Cow Pond. 

Long Pond — lies on the southern border of the 
town, partly in Groton, but mostly in Ayer, covering 
forty -five acres. 

Outlet: a brook into Sandy Pond. 

Martin^ 8 Pond — near the foot of Gibbet Hill, on its 
northeasterly side — covers sixteen and two-thirds 
acres ; it was named afler William Martin, an early 
settler. In the record of James Parker's land» on 
July 6, 166G, ''the pond called Goodman Martin's 
Pond," is mentioned. The following article, found 
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in the warrant for the town-meeting held on Septem- 
ber 17, 1792, seems to show that the outlet of the 
pond was formerly through Hog Swamp and Half- 
Moon Meadow into James*s Brook, though there is 
now no other eviilence to confirm this view : 

** Art 8. To see if the town will order the water running from Mar- 
tiu'v Pond to be turned into the old Oliannul lut it foruioriy ueod to run, 
through the Town, and appoint lome proper person or pereons to remove 
the obetructiona and Effect the Busineea.** 

In the proceedings of the meeting, it is recorded 
that this article was ''Past in the Negative." A 
measurement of the pond was lately made, when 
frozen over, which proves it to he much smaller than 
it was half a century ago. 

Outlet: Martin's Pond Brook into the outlet of 
Knop's Pond, half-way between that pond and Cow 
Pond. 

Mcwapoag Pond — on the easterly border of the 
town, but lies mostly in Dunstable and Tyngsborough, 
covering an area of fifty-six acres. It is now used as 
a storage basin of water by the Vale Mills Manu- 
facturing Company, of Nashua, New Hampshire, and 
in dry seasons it is drawn upon for a supply. 

Outlet: Salmon Brook, which empties into the 
Merrimack River at Nashua. 

Springy Pond — a small sheet of water connected 
with Knop's Pond by a brook. 

WaUle's Pond— three miles north of the village, on 
the road to East Pepperell, with no outlet. The origin 
of the name is unknown ; but perhaps from Wattle, 
'' a rod laid on a roof for the purpose of supporting 
the thatch.'' Many of the houses of the early settlers 
were thatched. 
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The area of the ponds, with the exception of 
Martin*B Pond, is taken from the Fourth Annual 
Report of the State Board of Health of Massachu- 
setts (January, 1873), as given on pages 124 and 125. 

A story is told relative to Massapoag Pond, hased 
on tradition, which prohably has no real foundation. 
It is said that — 

" Its outlot WAS on the cnsterly oido.aiid iis It -wam the reserroir into 
which Cowpond brook poured Its watore, a considerable mill-stream is- 
8ue«l from It. The waters passed without any rapids for a considerable 
distance, affording no favorable site for a mill. The north end of the 
pond was bounded by a ridge of loose sand, rising but little above the 
surface of the water, and being about six rods only in width ; on the op- 
posite side of which was a descent of about forty feet. Here, then, was 
an eligible spot for an overshot mill. At a town«meeting held May 21, 
lft88, a grant was made to Samuel Adams of a small pond near Buck 
meadow, and leave given to drain it by a brook running into * Tyng*s 
cove.* At the same meeting, for the encouragement of any who would 
set up Iron-works at Masaapoag, a grant was offered of the wood, on the 
easterly side of Unquotenassett brook. It is said that Adams, who is 
supposed to have accepted the grant, erected a grist-mill at the site above 
mentioned, conducting the water across tlie sand-bank to the flume of 
his mill. At tlio time of a flood about the year 1700 (the precise time is 
not known), a breach was made across the sand-bank, and it being very 
loose and moveable, the wholo bank was soon torn down by the water 
to the depth of more than thirty foot ; and consequently a sheet of water 
of that depth, where the pond was so deep, and where of lees depth the 
whole water upon the surface, flowed siiddenly off (all in one night), 
with irresistible violence. The mill, of course, was demolished, and the 
stones, though diligently sought for, and even the skill of the fiunous 
Moll Pitcher,. of Lynn, employed In the search, have never yet been 
found. The bottom of the pond ^being uneven, flsh in abundance were 
left in the cavitioa, which wore easily taken, and the inhabitants of the 
neighboring towns, as well as of Groton, came and carried off loads ot 
them. Where the water formerly issued from the pond, a small brook 
now rnns in, and the outlot is, at tlio place of disruption, called the 
* gulf.* The water finds its way Into the old channel, two or three 
miles from the pond, in a northwesterly direction from Dunstable meet- 
ing-house." 

[Butler's History of Gioton, pages i46, 247 J. 
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The name of Buck Meadow, which has been in use 
for more than two centuries, is firmly established, 
and the site well known. The meadow lies near 
Lovewell's Pond, formerly within the limits of Qroton, 
but now in Nashua; and Adams's mill stood undoubt- 
edly at t|ie outlet of this pond, where there is a 
small water-power. This theory would tally with the 
town records ; and furthermore a tradition is still ex- 
tant that there was once a mill in the neighborhood. 
Lovewell's Pond is much smaller than Massapoag, 
and at that time probably had no designation. It 
was named after Captain John Lovewell, who was 
killed by the Indians on May 8, 1725. The following 
is the entry in the records : 

■'May : 21. 1688. The inhabitants of Groton Granted to Samnll 
Adanis y pond that lyes neare buck medow which hath itn outlet into 
the medow Icnown by y* name of Tyngs Gouee, and the swampy land 
adioyeng ther to prouided y* sd land do not exceed fifteen accers ; 

" atest ; Josiah Pabksb Claris 

and id adams hath liberty to drean the s^ pond at y* smaU brook that 
runes in to Tyng'sCoue prouided sd Adames macks good all dameges that 
shall be don ther by *' 

There are now three small brooks running into 
Massapoag Pond on the easterly side, and their fall 
is too great for any one of them ever to have been the 
old outlet to the pond. Furthermore, it would have 
been impossible for any of these brooks to drain the 
pond (which even at the present time covers fifty-six 
acres) without causing too great damage for Adams to 
make good. There is no indication along their bunks 
that they have been much larger streams than they are 
to-day. While the formation of the banks at the 
mouth of the pond, or the " gulf/' so called, is pecu- 
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liar, there are no signs that the water-line was ever 
any higher than it is at the present time. None of 
the local antiquaries are ahle to identify Tyng*s Ooye, 
which is a name undoubtedly derived from Jonathan 
Tyng, one of the earliest settlers of Dunstable. 
*- At the same town-meeting, held on May 21, 1688, 
the inhabitants of Groton — 

** Deed then tiy the malor nnat Kiunt for the Incoregment of moh men 
M will not lip Tumti works nt iimmbog |H>iid ; that thay iliall liaue y nee 
A linproiiniont of the woods and timhr y* In now common one the eat sId 
of iinciittanaset brook and to to nashiia riuor and groton line eet wal^ St 
•oath ward to good man greens* maiabog medow. . . .** 

I give this extract from the town records in order to 
show that the inhabitants at that period knew the 
pond by its present name ; and if they had seen fit 
then to grant Adams any special privilege connected 
with it, they would have called it ** Massaposg/' and 
would not have said " y® pond that lyes neare buck 
medow." 

Hills. — Barralock Hill — is mentioned in the record 
of Samuel Woods' lands ; but I am unable to identify 
it. Perhaps it is the hill due north of Baddacook 
Pond. 

Brown Loaf Bill— commonly called Brown Loaf- 
is a handsome, symmetrical hill standing alone, more 
than a mile from the village, near the Lowell road. 
Brown Loaf Hill Meadow is mentioned in the descrip- 
tion of Joseph Parker's lands, December 2, 1664, which 
would imply that the bill was so named before that 
time. Brown Loaf Hill is also mentioned in the 
record of James Parker's lands made on July 6, 1666 ; 
and Brownloafe Playne and Brownloaf Hill are given 
in the record of James Fisk's lands in John Morse's 
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handwriting, of whicli the date is absent, but which 
was certainly made at a very early period. The 
height of the hill is 448 feet above mean tide on the 
coast line. 

Chestnui BtlU — the range lying northerly of Mar- 
tin's Pond ; so called from the abundant growth 6! 
chestnut- trees on its sides. The highest hills in the 
town, their greatest elevation being 544 feet. 

Gay-Pit Hill—^he small hill at the corner of the 
East Pepperell road and Break Neck. 

Oibbet Hill— 9k noted landmark overlooking the vil- 
lage on its easterly side. It is mentioned in the land- 
grant of Strgeant James Parker, which was entered in 
the town records of Richard Sawtell, the first town 
clerk who filled the ofiice from June, 1602, to Jan- 
uary, 1664-65. The tradition is that the hill was so 
called from the fact that once an Indian was gibbeted 
on its top. If this ever occurred, it must have hap- 
pened before SawtelPs term of office. The town was 
incorporated by the General Court on May 25, 1655, 
but no public records are known to have been kept 
before June 23, 1662. lu height is 516 feet. 

Horse Hill — in the eastern part of the town, near 
Massapoag Pond. It lies partly in Dunstable, and is 
covered with woods. 

Indian Hill, or Htlh — the range beginning near 
James's Brook, a mile south of the village, and run- 
ning in an easterly direction on the south side of the 
Great Road to Boston. The height is 524 feet above 
mean tide. 

Naumox — a low hill or ridge a short distance west 
of the road to East Pepperell, near the Longley mon- 
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ument, and running parallel with the road. The 
name is also used in connection with the neighbor- 
hood. 

ProBpeci Hill — very near Cady Pond, and east of 
it ; perhaps 250 feet or more above the Nashua, and 
603 feet above mean tide. 

Ridge Hill^ or The Ridges — the name of a peculiar 
ridge, three miles southeasterly from the * village, 
along which the Great Road runs. It also gave the 
name to a tavern formerly kept in the immediate 
neighborhood. 

Rocky Hill — ^there are two hills of this name, one 
lying northeasterly of Baddacook Pond, near the old 
District School- house No. VIII. (now the Trowbridge 
School), which is also known as the Rocky Hill 
School, and the other situated in the southeast part 
of the town, between Long Pond and the Ridges. A 
visit to either of these hills will show why it was so 
called. 

Sandy Hill—SK small elevation on the road to East 
Pepperell, below the Longley monument, near. the 
place where the Nashua road branches off. 

Shepley Hill—\\e» west of the East Pepperell road, 
near Naumox. The name is rarely heard now, 
though it was in use as far back as February 28, 
1670, — evidently so called from the Shepley family. 

Snake Hill — in the south part of the town, but 
lies mostly in Ayer. Rattlesnakes have been killed 
on it within the memory of the present generation. 
Its height is 497 feet. 

The Throne — a high hill in the western part of 
the town, on the summit of which is a level field of 
15 
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perhaps sixty acres, containing a small pond, — near 
the Townsend line. A map of Groton resembles a 
tea-kettle, the portion west of the Nashua Biver 
forming the spout, and the Throne comes in the 
spout. It is 484 feet high. 

Meadowb.— The early Bettlers of Groton, accord- 
ing to the town records, had many parcels of meadow 
allotted to them in the assignment of land. Sergeant 
James Parker owned in twenty different meadows, 
and the other settlers also were large owners. It is 
probable that they did not attach the same significa- 
tion to the word " meadow'' which now belongs to it 
in New England, where it means low, swampy land, 
without regard to the mowing. They called by this 
name all grass-land that was annually mown for hay, 
and especially that by the side of a river or brook ; 
and this meaning of the word was and still is the 
common one in England, whence they brought their 
language. They sometimes spoke of a ''swamp," 
meaning by it what we call a "bog;" but much of 
this kind of laud has since been reclaimed, and is 
now known as *' meadow." As a matter of fact, it 
happened that the lands which could be mown for 
the fodder were low lands ; and it would require per- 
haps less than a generation to transfer the meaning 
of mowing lands to the low lands, which were nearly 
the only ones that could be mown in the early days 
of the Colony. This explanation will make clear the 
following vote of the town, passed on February 18f 
1680-81 : 

*' At the Mine meetiDg It wot agreed vpon and voted that M' llubberd 
■bonld haue all the comon which wav capable to uiak niedow in swau 
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pond medow Tp to the Tpland for seauen acre and a balfe for to mak 
Tp hla fifteen acree of medow.** 

The following names of meadows are found in the 
town records, and in a few instances I have indicated 
their locality : 

Accident ; Angle, in the northerly part of the 
town ; Big Spring, in the neighborhood of Hawtree 
Brook; Broad, immediately west of the village; 
Brook; Brown Loaf, east of the hill; Buck, now 
lying within the limits of Nashua, New Hampshire ; 
Burnt, in the vicinity of Baddacook Pond; Cow 
Pond, near the pond of that name; East; Ferney, 
near Brown Loaf; Flaggy, to the southward of the 
Baddacook road, near the pond ; Flax ; Great 
Flaggy, presumably near Flaggy, and perhaps the 
same; Great Half-Moon, the same as Half* Moon, 
which lies east of the village ; Little Buck, probably 
a part of Buck Meadow; Little. Half-Moon, a part 
of Half-Moon, being an offshoot from it; Lodge; 
Long; Maple; Massapoag, evidently near Massapoag 
Pond; New Angle; Pine; Plain; Pretty; Provi- 
dence; Quasoponagon, "on the other sid of the 
riuer,*' near the Red Bridge, through which Wrang- 
ling Brook runs; Reedy, known by this name to-day, 
lying north of the Reedy Meadow Road; Rock, 
south of Snake Hill ; Sallo, perhaps Sallow, a kind 
of willow ; Sedge ; Skull, through which Unqueteh- 
assett Brook runs, near the Dunstable line ; Sledge, 
north of Reedy Meadow, near the Sledges; South; 
South Brook; Spang; Spot; Spring; Spruce; 
Swamp ; Swan Pond ; and Weavers. 

In the record of Daniel Pearsc's land, by William 
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Longley, town clerk, on July 6, 1666, reference is 
made to the *' iland lying within the meadow called 
Litle Ilalfe Moone Meadow/' This land now be- 
longs to Oovernor ]k)utwell, and there ia upon it a 
* small knoll which U always spoken of as the island, 
undoubtedly a survival of the expression applied to it 
when more or less surrounded by water. 

Brooks. — Oold Spring Brook — a small brook, rising 
in Cold Spring ** on y* Left hand of the high way 
that goe to Reedy medow." It runs across the Nashua 
road, the East Pepperell road, through ^azen Swamp 
and Libby Lobby Moat, into the Nashua River. 

Cdw Fond Brook — has its source in Cow Pond 
Meadows and Cow Pond, and empties into Massapoag 
Pond. Formerly there was a dam between the mead- 
ows and the pond, where there was a saw-mill ; and 
later on the same site a paper-mill, which disappeared 
about thirty -five years ago. 

Oift Brook — in the north part of the town, rises in 
Gift Meadow, crosses Chicopee Row, and empties into 
Unquetenassett Brook. 

James*8 Brook — one of the longest brooks within the 
limits of the town. It takes its rise in Half-Moon 
Meadow, crosses Main Street in the village, and runs 
southerly and westerly for three or four miles into the 
Nashua River. At its mouth is the beginning of the 
line separating the town of Ayer from Qroton. For- 
merly there was a tannery on the banks of the brook, 
near Indian Hill, known as Dix's tannery ; and a mile 
below, on land of the late Benjamin Moors, east of the 
road, at one time there was a mill, — but now no traces 
of either are left, except some remains of the mill- 



GROTON. 229 

dam. The stream took its name from an Indian, 
who was a famous hunter and trapper in very early 
times. It empties into the Nashua River, nearly 
opposite to the mouth of the Squannacook. 

Jlawtree Brook — in the northerly part of the town, 
near Chicopee Row ; after it unites with Walnut Run 
and two or three other small streams, it forms Unque- 
tenassett Brook. In the early records of the town the 
Ilawtrecs are fretiuently spoken of, which refer to the 
neighborhood of this brook. 

Nod Brook — rises near the Soapstone Quarry, crosses 
the Nod road, and runs into the Nashua River. 

Reedy Meadow Brook — rises in Reedy Meadow and 
flows northerly, emptying into the Nashua River 
below East Pepperell. It is sometimes called John- 
son's Brook. 

Sedge Brook — a small brook from Sedge Meadow, 
running into Reedy Meadow Brook. 

Tuity Brook — contracted from Gratuity — a very 
small stream which rises near the head of Farmers' . 
Row and runs through Hazle Grove into the Nashua 
River below Fitch's Bridge. 

UnquetenasBett Brook — often called Unkety — A 
stream formed by the union of Walnut Run, Haw- 
tree Brook, and one or two small tributaries, and ruu'* 
Aing northerly through Skull Meadow and that part - 
of Dunstable formerly Groton into the Nashua. 

Walnut Run — a brook issuing from the sides of 
Chestnut Hills and uniting with Hawtree Brook and 
one or two other streams, forms the Unquetenassett 

Also the name of a place — perhaps it was the mouth 
of a stream — on the Nashua River where in olden « 



\ 
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times there was a bridge. It stood farther up the 
river than Fitch's Bridge. 

Wrangling Brook — ^in West Qroton, a mile and a 
half in length — meanders through Quasoponagon 
Meadow, and then empties into the Nashua a short 
distance below the Bed Bridge. 

BoADS. — Baddacook Pond Road — a continuation 
of the Martin's Pond Boad to the neighborhood of 
the pond. 

Break Neck — ^the short strip of road from the East 
Pepperell road to Oommon Street, south of the soap- 
stone quarry. 

Chicopee Row — running north for three miles from 
the Cemetery. The district to which it leads is 
known as Chicopee, a name given long ago. 

FarmerB* Row— applied to the road on the height 
of land west of the village. It begins at the west end 
of Pleasant Street, and runs in a southerly direction 
for two miles, passing by the Groton School. 

Oreat Road — one of the principal thoroughfares 
between Boaton and parts of New Hampshire and 
Vermont. The section of the road through the vil- 
lajre is known as Main Street. 

Sillside Road — the highway along the southern 
slope of the Indian Hills. 

Love Lane — the highway from the Lowell Boad,. 
near the First Parish Meeting-house, to the Great 
Boad near Cady Pond. 

Martin's Fond Road — the highway from the site 
of the first meeting-house to the neighborhood of the 
pond, where it becomes the Baddacook Pond Boad. 

Reedy Meadow Road — from the Nashua road to 
*Chicopee Bow, immediately south of Beedy Meadow. 
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Squash Path — through the woods from the East 
Pepperell road to the Nashua road — a short distauce 
beyond Cold Spring Brook. 

TuUy Road — ^a contraction of Gratuity Eoad — the 
road leading to Fitch's Bridge from the Great Road 
, near the railroad bridge, half a mile north of the village. 
The name had its origin in the early history of the 
town, when grants of land were made to the inhabit- 
ants as gratuities. Tuity Brook, a very small stream, 
crosses this road and empties into the Nashua River, 
below Fitch's Bridge. 

Miscellaneous. — Brickyard^on the north side 
of the Great Road, about a mile from the First Parish 

« 

Meeting-house. It was much used during the last 
century ; and probably was the place where the bricks 
were made for the parsonage, as mentioned in the 
town-records, June 20, 1706. Only a few traces of it 
are now left, though a clump of elms by the road- 
side is a good guide to the site. 

Brown Loaf Plain — to the west of Brown Loaf. 

Communiiy — the name of a district or neighbor- 
hood beyond the Groton School, where many of the 
residents formerly held similar religious views. It 
had its origin nearly fifty years ago, when the Sec- 
ond Adventists, or " Millerites,'' gave up their regu- 
lar services in the village. 

Dead River — the old course of the Nashua River, 
around the island which was formed by the cutting 
through of the ** neck." 

Deep Soil — in the neighborhood of the race-course, 
in Hazle Grove ; so-called on the luctis a non luoendo 
principle. 
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Fitch* 9 Bridge — over the Nashua Riveri a mile and 
a quarter below the Red Bridge. 

General Udd^often mentioned in the early town, 
records, refers to land owned in severalty by the pro- 
prietors of Groton, who kept it as one field, for rea- 
sons not now understood. It was upland, and lay in 
the southwest part of the town, near the river. It 
appears to have been allotted to the proprietors, ac- 
cording to the number of acre-rights which each one 
owned. Perhaps it was land already cleared when 
the first settlers came. 

The Gift — a parcel of land near Reedy Meadow, 
in the north part of the town. 

ITie Hawtrees — mentioned several times in the early 
records, and referring, doubtless, to some native 
shrubs or trees; for instance, Zachery Sawtell had 
meadow-land *' Neare the hawtrees " confirmed to him 
on November 18, 1670. It evidently became the name 
of a limited district or neighborhood in the north part 
of the town, and from it undoubtedly Hawtree Brook 
was named. The late Professor Asa Gray, the distin- 
guished botanist, wrote me that there are three or four 
species of wild hawthorn in Massachusetts. He says : 
*' One of the forms of the Black or Pear Thorn (Oa- 
tcegur tomentoaa) would be the likeliest for Groton, of 
perhaps the Gockspur Thorn. The former has the 
more edible fruit, and would be sure to attract atten- 
tion." 

Hazen Swamp— near the mouth of Cold Spring 
Brook. 

ffazle Grove — the neighborhood of the east bank of 
the Nashua River above Fitch*s Bridge. 
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Hicks* B Hole — a small piece of meadow, lying north 
of Reedy Meadow. 

High Plain-^on the north side of the Baddacook 
roady in the neighborhood of the pond. It lies in the 
angle of the roads, west of the house of John John- 
son, Jr.) as laid down on the map of Groton, made 
from a survey during the years 1828 and 1829. 

Hog Swamp — lying between the westerly side ot 
Martinis Pond and Martinis Pond Road. Governor 
Boutwell's private way to the Chestnut Hills passes 
through it. 

Hoyt*s Wharf— the name of a place on Cow Pond 
Brook where one Hoyt formerly kept his boat. It 
was near the house of Samuel Hazen, — as laid down 
on the map of Groton, made from a survey during the 
years 1828 and 1829, — nearly a mile north of Cow Pond. 

The Inland — a smalt, though prominent, hill in the 
meadow south of Hillside Road ; undoubtedly once 
surrounded by water. 

Jamaica — the name of a small patch of meadow 
belihul the hills on the west side of Chicopee Row. 

Libbg Lobby Moat — below the Ox Bow, opening into 
the Nashua River. This word is probably another 
form of Loblolly, in use at the South, and denoting 
wet laud. 

Lily Moat — on the cast side of the Nashua and 
south of the road, near the Red Bridge. 

Madagascar — the name of the district where the 
paper-mill formerly stood on the brook, between Cow 
Pond and Knopfs Pond. 

Nod — the district lying in the neighborhood of 
the four corners, below the soapstone quarry. The 



* 
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road from the Hollingsworth Paper-milla to this place 
is called the Nod Road. 

Ox BouH-ilke bend of the Nashua River, in the 
northerly part of the town, below the Lawrence pas- 
ture. 

Faugui Hole — ^in Paugus Brook, on the west side of 
Brown Loaf, where, it is said, the body of Paugus's 
descendant, who came to kill Chamberlain, was sunk, 
after he himself was killed. 

Pine Plain — probably near the Nashua River, and 
perhaps on the westerly side. In December, 1673, 
Joseph Morse had meadow-lands on the Pine Plain, 
" neare the fordway." 

Punch Bowl — one of several natural depressions 
near the Lowell road, below Brown Loaf. The name 
is also applied to the neighborhood. 

Bed Bridge — over the Nashua River, on the road 
to West Groton. 

Skdgee — the name of a meadow northeast of Reedy 
Meadow, mentioned in the early records, where John 
Lakin owned land. Mr. Butler, in his History (page 
273), says that *' this word seems to signify strips of 
meadow or parcels of low lands abounding in iron 
ore." Bog-iron is found in that quarter of the town, 
«i^ * and in old times was worked by a company formed 
for that purpose. 

Sodom — the district in the northwest part of the 
town, near the Townsend line. The name refers to 
the quality of the soil, and not to the character of the 
inhabitants. 

Squannacooh — an Indian word — the old name of 
West Groton, — ^applied to the river passing by that 
village. 
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Stony Fordwatfy or Wading-Place — near the site of 
the Hollingsworih Paper-mills, od the Nashua River, 
a mile and a half northwesterly of the village. 

Swill Bridge — ^^ras between the homesteads of Eber 
Woods, Jr., and Joel Davis, — as given on Mr. Butler's 
map of Groton, from a survey made in the years 1828 
and 1829, — a short distance west of the present rail- 
road bridge. Originally it was a causeway, perhaps 
twenty rods in length, over the southerly end of 
Broad Meadow, though now it is a solid road. 

Thomas TarbelPs Fordway — was between where the 
Red Bridge now stands and Fitch's Bridge, which 
is a mile and a quarter below. 

Tobacco Pipe Plain — on both sides of the road 
from the Ridges to Sandy Pond, near Rocky Hill. It 
is mentioned in the ** Bye- Laws of Groton relative to 
Schools ; and Instruction of the School Committee, 
1805/' and in old deeds. 

Reflection of Light. — ^The reflection of the 
electric light in Boston and the surrounding towns 
can be seen from certain elevations at a great dis- 
tance. When the atmospheric conditions are favor- 
able, it is distinctly visible on particular nights from 
Indian Hill at Qroton, in the neighborhood of Ma- 
jor Moses Poor Palmer's house, and from other 
places in the town. A slight haziness in the air is 
needed in order to receive the reflection. The dis- 
tance from Boston to Groton in a straight line is 
about thirty miles, though the illumination is helped 
by the eiectric systems of Newton and Waltham, 
which are somewhat nearer. From diflerent points 
in the village of Groton the reflection of the circuits 
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at Nashua, Lowell, Clinton and Fitchburg is often 
visible, which places are twelve or thirteen miles dis- 
tant as the crow flies. 

The illumination of the heavens during the great 
Are that occurred in Boston on the night of Novem- 
ber 9, 1872, WAS distinctly seen by various persons in 
different parts of the town. 



BIOGRAPHICAL. 

ABBOTT LAWRENCE. 

The name of Lawrence is one of the earliest to be 
found among the Puritan settlers of Massachusetts. 
John Lawrence, the first emigrant of the name, was 
established in Watertown as early as 1635. 

Abbott Lawrence was the fifth son of Samuel and 
Susanna Lawrence. He was born in Qroton on the 
IGth day of December, 1792. He received the family 
name of his paternal grandmother, Abigail Abbott, 
daughter of Nehemiah Abbott, of Lexington. His 
education, begun at the district school, was completed 
at the academy of the town, of which his father had 
been a trustee for many years. He enjoyed nothing 
in the way of educational advantages beyond this, but 
he evidently improved the time and turned all that 
he received to the best account. In 1808 he was sent 
to Boston and placed as an apprentice to his elder 
brother, Amos Lawrence, who had been for some 
years established there as an importer of English 
goods. By steady application and fidelity he pre- 
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pared himself in this subordinate position for the re- 
sponsibilities which were soon to come npon him as 
a principal. In 1814 he was admitted to partnership 
with his brother. The times were by no means encour- 
aginfi;, as we were in the midst of our war with Eng- 
land, and after a few months the prospect seemed so 
unpromising that Mr. Lawrence proposed to withdraw 
from the business and enter the army. He had pre- 
viously been an active member of the New England 
Guards. He applied to the War Department for a 
commiesion, but before an answer could be received 
the news of peace arrived, and he abandoned all 
thought of a military life. He embarked in the first 
vessel that left Boston for England after the procla- 
mation of peace to purchase goods for the market. 
" The passage was a short one. With characteristic 
ardor, he was the first to leap on shore, being thus, 
perhaps, the first American who touched his fatherland 
after the war was ended." He remained abroad for 
some time, on the occasion of this his first voyage to 
Europe, visiting the Continent, where he saw the allied 
armies immediately after the battle of Waterloo. 

Messrs. A. & A. Lawrence soon engaged largely in 
the sale of cotton and woolen goods of domestic man- 
ufacture, and devoted all their energies to foster this 
great branch of the national industry. Mr. Lawrence's 
interest in the work of railroad construction in Ne# 
England was hardly less than in the establishment 
and extension of the manufacturing system. He was 
a large subscriber to the various railroads projected 
for the concentration of trade in Boston, and this 
from a feeling of patriotism rather than the expecta- 
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tion of profit. Mr. Lawrence was chosen to represent 
Massachusetts at the Harrisburg Convention in 1827 
and took a prominent part in its proceedin^i^. In 
1881 he was elected to the Common Council of Boston, 
but declined a re-election. In 1884 he was elected to 
Congress. On taking his place he was at once put on 
the Committee of Ways and Means. On the expira- 
tion of his term his constituents testified their sense 
of his services by inviting him to a public 
dinner. This he declined in a letter in which 
he touches on the great questions of the day. He de- 
clined a re-election to Congress, although the mem- 
bers of the opposite party gave him the remarkable 
assurance that, if he would consent to stand, no can- 
didate should be brought out against him. Two 
years later he couseiited to accept a second nomina- 
tion and again took his seat in the Ilouoe. Shortly 
after his arrival he was attacked by typhus fever, so 
that for some time small hopes were entertained of his 
recovery. He resigned in the following autumn. 

In the Presidential campaign of 1840, Mr. Law- 
rence took an active part in favor of the election of 
General Harrison. In September, 1842, he was pres- 
ident of the Whig Convention which nominated Henry 
Clay for President on the part of Massachusetts. 

In 1842 Mr. Lawrence was appointed by the Gov- 
ernor one of the commissioners on the part of Mas- 
sachusetts to negotiate a settlement of our northeast- 
ern boundary, which had been a source of irritation 
for many years between the United States and Eng- 
land. Quoting Mr. Prescott's language : ** It is not 
too much to say that but. for the influence exerted by 
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Mr. Lawrence on this occasion the treaty, if it had 
been arranged at all, would never have been brought 
into the shape which it now wears.'* Mr. Nathan 
Appleton in his memoir confirms this statement in the 
following words : " It is the belief of the writer, who 
was then in Congress, that to Mr. Lawrence more than 
to any other individual is due the successful accom- 
plishment of the negotiation which resulted- in the 
important Treaty of Washington.'' 

In July, 1843, Mr. Lawrence, accompanied by his 
wife and daughter, embarked from Boston for England 
in the steamer ** Columbia." The following day they 
were wrecked on Black Ledge, near Seal Island. 
After a week's detention on the island, they were 
transported to Halifax whence they proceeded on their 
voynge. 

Mr. Lawrence's reputation had preceded him. He 
was received in England with marked attention, and 
the hospitality of many distinguished and influential 
people was extended to him. 

In 1844 he was a delegate to the Whig National 
Convention and one of the electors at large for the 
State of Massachusetts. He was an ardent sup- 
porter of Henry Clay for the Presidency and deeply 
disappointed on his defeat. 

In 1845 the Essex Company was organized and Mr. 
Lawrence was its president and the first and largest 
subscriber to its stock. The city of Lawrence, incor- 
porated as a town in 1847, was named for him. 

Most justly has it been said: " The broad compre- 
hension, unwavering faith and large capacity of Ab- 
bott Lawrence should never be forgotten by dwellers 
in the city that bears his name." 
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In 1846 Mr. LawreDce addressed to the Hon. Wm. 
0. Bivee, of Virgin la, his celebrated letters on the 
tariff. Mr. Webster wrote to Mr. Lawrence from 
Washington : " Your letters to Mr. Hives have a very 
great circulation, as you are aware, and arc highly 
praised by intelligent men. The second of them will 
form the substratum of what I propose to say (if I 
say anything) on the tariff subject." ** These letters 
attracted much attention in all parts of the country 
and especially in Virginia, where they were re-printed 
and commented upon at length in the leading news- 
papers. So deep was the impression made in that 
State by them, and such a spirit of enterprise did they 
enkindle, that some of the leading citizens invited 
him to come and establish a manufacturing town at 
the Great Falls of the Potomac. This appeal on the 
part of a sister State for co-operation and leadership 
in the development of its industry and capital was a 
remarkable recognition and tribute to the ability and 
character of Mr. Lawrence. . . . But vast interests 
were at stake nearer home, and he could not allow 
himself to be diverted from this work by the projected 
enterprise on the shores of the Potomac, no matter how 
alluring the promise of results both to himself and to 
others." 

Mr. Hill in his Memoir thus spoke of Mr. Law- 
rence : ** His character, in all respects that of the pure 
New England type, was peculiarly so in the love and 
zeal which he always manifested in the cause of 
popular education. . . . We have an illustration of 
this in the letters written by him when he established 
the Lawrence prizes in the High and Latin Schools 
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of Boston, (1844-45) giving to each the sum of $2000 
— using his own language — the interest to he expended 
in medalfl, books, and other prizes among those pupils 
who may excel in the various branches of learning 
which are taught in those schools." In a like spirit 
he aided in the endowment of the Franklin Library 
at Lawrence which also received a bequest of $5000 
at his death. 

For several years he had felt (to use his own words) 
" the pressing want in ourcommunity (andin the whole 
country) of an increased number of men educated in 
the practical sciences." " He was satisfied/' says Mr. 
Prescott, "that, however liberal the endowments of that 
institution " (Harvard University) ** for objects of lib- 
eral culture, no adequate provision had been made for 
instruction in science." When, therefore, the Corpo- 
ration of the University announced its purpose of or- 
ganizing a school of theoretical and practical science, 
he responded by a gift in 1847 of fifty thousand dollars. 
In recognition of his munificence the institution was 
named the Lawrence Scientific School. Soon after its 
establishment, Professor Agassiz was appointed to the 
chair of Zoology and Geology. Mr. Lawrence en- 
dowed the school with a further like sum by his will. 

Mr. Lawrence was a leader in the movement to 
supply the city of Boston with an abundance of pure 
water. He attended several public meetings held to 
promote that object, and made speeches in support of 
it. One of them may be found in full in " HilPs Me- 
moir" of him. The project met with the strongest 
opposition. The first act of the Legislature (passe^ 
March, 1845) authorizing the city to take water from 
1(5 
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either Long Pond or Charles River was rejected at 
the polls by a large migority, but a second act, sach 
had been the change in public opinion only eleven 
months later, was accepted by a still larger majority. 
Water was brought into the city from Long Pond in 
October, 1848, and Mr. Lawrence lived to see all his 
predictions more than verified. 

In the Presidential canvass of 1848 the name of Mr. 
Lawrence was prominently associated for the office of 
Vice-President with that of General Taylor for Presi- 
dent, and at the convention in Philadelphia he wanted 
but six votes of being nominated for that office. 
This result was owing to the peculiar and unexpected 
course of some of the delegates from his own State. 
He, however, heartily sustained the nomination of 
Taylor and Fillmore. Immediately after the inaugu- 
ration of General Taylor, Mr. Lawrence was offered 
a seat in his Cabinet, but declined it ; soon after he 
was nominated to the mission to England, which he 
accepted. After serving three vears his private 
affairs obliged him to return, and in October, 1852, he 
resigned. No minister from the United States was 
ever more respected or left behind him a more envia- 
ble reputation. The Rev. John Camming, in dedicat- 
ing the American edition of his '* Apocalyptic 
Sketches " to Mr. Liiwrence, says : *' I regard this as 
an opportunity of expressing a conviction shared and 
felt by the good and great of this country how much 
they appreciated your presence in London, as the 
representative of your magnificent nation, and how 
deeply, — I may add universally, — they regretted your 
departure. We never hi^d so popular a minister fipom 
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America or one who has done so much to leave last- 
ing and elevated Impressions of his countrymen." 

Afler his return from England, Mr. Lawrence held 
no public position, though he still maintained a warm 
interest in public affairs. He vigorously opposed the 
new State Constitution of 1853 and made numerous 
speeches against it ; but with this exception- and his 
efforts in the " canvass for General Scott as President, 
he took no active part in politics. He showed the 
same zeal as ever in the cause of education, and 
watched with the deepest interest over the rising for- 
tunes of the Scientific School which he had founded 
at Cambridge." 

Mr. Lawrence married, on the 28th of June, 1819, 
Katharine, the eldest daughter of the Hon. Timothy 
Bigelow, the distinguished lawyer. He died in Bos- 
ton on the 18th of August, 1855, and was buried with 
civil and military honors. 

Recognizing Mr. Lawrence's hearty and generous 
interest in the cause of education, as well as his valu- 
able public services, Williams College in 1852 and 
Harvard College in 1854 conferred on him the hon- 
orary degree of Doctor of Laws. 



HON. MOSES p. PALMER.^ 

Moses Poor Palmer is a son of Moses Harriman and 
Mary Harriman (Hale) Palmer, and was born at Derry, 
N. H., on May 1, 1830. His parents were cousins, and 
in the year 1832 the family removed to East Bradford 
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(now Groveland), where the son received his early 
education, attending school at Merrimack Academy, 
in that village. During the summer months he 
worked upon his father's farm, and in the winter on 
the shoemaker's bench, as was the custom of young 
men at that time in his neighborhood. He learned 
the trade of shoe-cutting at Marlborough ; and in the 
year 1854 he came to Groton in order to superintend 
a shoe factory that had just been started. It wa."} or- 
ganized by Messrs. Bigelow and Randal], in a build- 
ing that had then only recently been given up as a 
tavern, and situated near the Congregational meeting- 
house. On December 19, 1855, the establishment 
was burned, and then the business was transferred to 
the building previously used as a bakery and situated 
at the corner of Main and West Streets. Here young 
Palmer remained until 1858, when, in partnership 
with his brother, he began the manufacture of shoes 
at Marlborough, where he continued until the break- 
ing out of the Rebellion in the spring of 1861. He 
then recruited a company of riflemen at Marlborough, 
and, on May 6th of that year, was commissioned as 
captain. In the mean time the quota of men asked 
for by President Lincoln was filled, and for that 
reason the company was not at once accepted, but 
was assigned afterward to the Fourth Battalion of 
Rifles, which became the nucleus of the Thirteenth 
Massachusetts Volunteers. On June 25th this or« 
ganization was ordered to garrison Fort Indepen- 
dence, Boston Harbor, where it was soon recruited to 
ten companies ; and on July 16th Palmer was com- 
missioned as first lieutenant. On July SOth the regi- 
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ment lefl for the seat of war, and, on August 16, 
1862, Lieutenant Palmer was promoted to a captaincy, 
although he had been in command of the company 
during most of the time since the regiment left Boston. 
In the campaign of 1862 he was in command through 
all the principal battles of the Army of the Potomac, 
notably the second battle of Bull Run, where he was 
wounded three times, — one of which wounds was a 
yery severe one, a bullet passing through his neck 
and lower jaw, — and also slightly wounded at Fred- 
ericksburg. He took part in Bolivar Heights, Front 
Hoy at, Thoroughfare Gap, Chanccllorsville, and 
various other battles and skirmishes. 

During the fight at Gettysburg on July 1, 1863, 
while in the First Corps (Reynolds'), he was severely 
shot in the right knee and crippled for life, and on 
March 9, 1864, was honorably discharged from the 
military service. Owing to this wound he has lost 
the entire use of his knee, and is compelled to walk 
on crutches. On May 10, 1866, for gallant and meri- 
torious services in the field, he was breveted major 
of volunteers. 

After his discharge from the army Captain Palmer 
returned to Groton, the home of his wife, and bought 
a farm, situated on the Great Road to Boston, about 
a mile from the village, where he now lives, much re- 
spected in Uie community. For twelve years (1877- 
89) he served the town as selectman, assessor and 
overseer of the poor, and for four years was the 
chairman of the board. He has been commander of 
E. S. Clark Post, No. 115, Grand Army of the Re- 
public; master of Grange No. 7, Patrons of Hus- 
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bandry ; an officer of the Grotoii Farmers' and 
Mechanics' Club, and a member of the Middlesex 
North Agricultural Society at Lowell, having been 
for many years one of its vice-presidents and trustees. 
He has been a justice of the peace since March 80, 
1881, and is now treasurer of the New England Milk 
Producers' Union. His success as a farmer shoifs 
what can be accomplished by skill and application, 
and fUruishes a good example for young men to follow. 

Major Palmer was a member of the House during 
the session of 1884, and a member of the Senate dur- 
ing the sessions of 1888-dO, a period of three years, 
a longer term of service than has ever been accorded 
to any other Senator from his district. 

On July 7, 1861, he was married to Martha Green, 
daughter of Joshua and Matilda (Prescott) Eaton, of 
Oroton ; and they have one son and two daughters. 



CHARLES HARRISON WATERS. * 

For a period of twenty-eight years, from 1855 to 
1888, Charles Harrison Waters was one of Oroton's 
most capable, efficient and respected citizens. He pos- 
sessed in a marked degree the qualities which make a 
strong character ; and his usefulness was equal to his 
energy. 

He was the oldest son of Horace Waters and Ruth 
Hovey, of Millbury, Mass., where he was born July 
81, 1828. His school days were not protracted, end- 
ing with a term or two at an academy. At the age of 

1 By Rev. Joahua Young, D.D. 
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fifteen he was a factory boy ; at eighteen, an ovcirseer 
in a mill, alrendy with an aim in life, and to*the end 
of his busy career he pursued, in the main, the way 
of his father before him, that of a successful manu- 
facturer. 

Dec. 21, 1854 he married Mary J. Farnsworth, 
daughter of James Farnsworth, of Groton, where, in 
the following year, he took up his residence, at first, 
on the Farnsworth estate in the west part of the vil- 
lage, and, subsequently, purchasing and remodeling 
for his occupancy the house owned by Mr. John Pea- 
body on Main Street (North). There were born to 
him three children, two of whom remain. 

Mr. Waters was a man of action ; hii^ was an alert 
mind, his a ready hand. He could not be of the number 
of those ** who merely exist in a state of benumbed tor- 
por, not finding it needful to bo more than half r.wake.'' 
He must be up and doing. And so he worked and 
over-worked until he broke down. Warning came to 
him some five years before, and he gave it heed just 
long enough to make a flying trip to Europe, but only 
to gird on the liarness again as soon as he got back. 

Mr. Waters had the genius of an inventor. Prob- 
lems of natural philo^phy, physics, books of science 
had to him far more attraction than other subjects. 

He was still a young man only twenty-three when 
he went to Jewett City, Connecticut, and engaged in 
the manufacture of rope and twine, introducing origi- 
nal methods. Much of the machinery now in use in 
the extensive works of the Clinton Wire-cloth Com- 
pany (of which he was first the agent, then the general 
manager, then vice-president, and finally president, 
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which office he held at the time of his decease) was of 
his invention. 

In prosecuting the new enterprise known as the 
Avery Lactate Ck>mpanyi and while personally super- 
intending the construction of the building at Little- 
ton, from the walls of which he was descending when 
attacked by paralysis, he either made himself, or 
caused to be made, some important and original in- 
vestigations in chemistry. Had his life been spared 
it is not impossible that this bueiness venture would 
have been successful. 

Undoubtedly the quality of efficiency would be 
mentioned as his chief mental characteristic. By vir- 
tue of his natural executive ability it was his right to 
lead — not simply to have his own way, but to have 
things done and well done. He used his power for good. 
And underneath that large, forceful brain there was 
also an equally large and benevolent heart. The charity 
that emanated from his house was widely recognized, 
his own kindness of heart being seconded by that of his 
estimable wife. As a citizen, he was public-spirited in 
an eminent degree. He was in favor of improvements, 
whether it was to have better schools or better roads. 
In the beautiful village of his residence, whatever gives 
attractiveness to the place, or character and dignity to 
the people, is due as much to his personal effort as to 
that of any other man of his generation. His relig- 
ious affiliation was with the Unitarians. His atten- 
dance on the ministrations of the house of God was as 
regular and constant as the return of the Sabbath. 
His mind recognized a Supreme Intelligence, and 
bowed with reverence and adoration to an authority 

** Enthroned above the reach of sight.** 
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For several years he was the president of the North 
Middlesex Conference of Unitarian and other Chris- 
tian churches. He died March 13, 1883, aged fifty- 
four years. 

A unique monument of his own design marks his 
resting-place in the village cemetery. 



LUTHER Bf^OD. 

Luther Blood was born at Groton, October 21, 
1810, and is a sou of Luther and Sally (Cook) 
Blood. His grandfather, Caleb, married Hannah 
Holden, November 1, 1753, and Elizabeth Farns- 
worth, March 3, 1774. He had twenty-seven chil- 
dren, of whom Luther was the twenty-fifth. Eliza- 
beth, the grandmother, was a member of the old 
Farnsworth family, whose name was among the first 
settlers of the town. Caleb was born November 23, 
1734, and was the sou of John and Joanna (Nutting) 
Blood, who were married July 13, 1712. The first 
ancestor in Groton of Luther Blood was probably 
James, who was one of four by the name of Blood 
who early went to the township and became original 
proprietors, and are mentioned as petitioners for a 
plantation at that place. The family name is a fa- 
miliar one ; and while some who bear it have become 
widely scattered in the land, there have yet been 
those who have continued it in Groton and the adjacent 
places, which were formerly a part of the ancient 
town. The old homestead, where the subject of this 
sketch was born, is situated in West Groton, near 
Fitch's Bridge. It is on the west side of the Nashua 
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Ri?er, and is now owned and occupied by Augustus 
Blood, a brother of Luther. This estate has for many 
years been in the possession of the Blood family. 
The grandfather of Luther came into possession of it 
when it was wilderness land, and by his industry and 
thrift it became a smiling homestead, where succes- 
sive generations of the family have been reared. On 
this farm the subject of this sketch spent his early 
years, where his life was in accord with the customs 
and ways of the rural and sparsely-peopled places of 
our old New England towns. There was plenty of 
hard, rough work on the farm, and that substantial 
and wholesome fare, which may have been a condi- 
tion of the robust health which he, at his advanced 
age, now enjoys. The education he received was at 
the humble school -house in what is still known as 
District No. 4, and consisted in what could be ob- 
tained in a course of six or eight weeks each year. 

At the age of eighteen he left home and learned 
the carpenter's trade. Two school buildings still 
stand which were erected under his supervision, and 
which, by their contrast, suggest the rapid improve- 
ment in our educational means. One of these is a 
small, unoccupied, brick school-house, in District 
No. 4, built in 1835 ; the other the beautiful Law- 
rence Academy, erected in 1870. 

May 2, 1844, Mr. Blood married Sarah Park Stone, 
of South Groton, now the town of Ayer. Miss Stone's 
birthplace was about a mile from Ayer Junction ; but 
her later home was the "Stone Place," on the old 
road from Ayer to Qroton. Mr. and Mra. Blood have 
no children. Their residence is pleasantly situated 
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on High Street, near the Lawrence Academy and the 
Unitarian Church. Mr. Blood was an old-tinie*Whig, 
till the breaking up of that party^ since which time 
he has been a Republican. His habits have been 
simple and regular. He has been temperate and in- 
dustrious, and bears the marks of well-developed 
old age. 

8AMUEL A. OREEN.* 

Samuel Abbott Green was born in Groton, Mass., 
March 16, 1830. He graduated at Harvard in 1851. 
After receiving his medical degree, in 1854, he spent 
several years in Europe. On his return he began the 
practice of his profession in Boston. May 19, 1858, 
he was appointed by Governor Banks surgeon of the 
Second Massachusetts Militia Regiment, and at the 
breaking out of the Rebellion he entered the service 
as assistant surgeon of the First Massachusetts Regi- 
ment, and was the first medical officer in the Com- 
monwealth mustered in for three years' service. Sep- 
tember 2, 1861, Dr. Green was promoted to surgeon of 
the Twenty -fourth Massachusetts Regiment, a posi- 
tion which he occupied until November 2, 1864. 
During this time he was on the staffs of various cavalry 
officers. On the Buruside expedition to Roanoke he 
had charge of the hospital-ship ** Recruit," and later, 
of the hospital-ship ''Cosmopolitan,'' on the South 
Carolina coast. He was also chief medical officer at 
Morris Island during the siege of Fort Wagner. 
He was appointed post-surgeon at Jacksonville and 
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St. Augustine, Fla., in October, 1863, and from this 
point went to Virginia, and was with tlie army when 
Bermuda Hundred was taken. After the surrender of 
Richmond Dr. Green was appointed acting staff-sur- 
geon in that city, where lie remained three months. 

In 1862 he was successful in organizing Roanoke 
Cemetery, one of the first regular burial-places for 
Union soldiers, which was dedicated, with appropri- 
ate ceremonies on February 23, 1862. Dr. Green was 
faithful to his trust, and those characteristics which 
have marked his later life shone resplendent in the 
service, and in 1864, for gallant and distinguished 
services in the field, he was breveted lieutenant-col- 
onel of volunteers. 

At the clo^e of the war he returned to Boston, where 
he 1ms filled various positions of trust and rcsponsi- 
bility. From 1865 to 1872 he was superintendent of 
the Boston Dispensary. He was a member of the 
Boston School Board in 1860, '62, '66 and 72; trustee 
of the Boston Public Library from 1868 to 78, and 
acting librarian from October, 1877, to October, 1878. 
In 1870 he was appointed by Governor Claflin on the 
commission to care for disabled soldiers. He was 
city physician from 1871 to 1880, and also, in 1878, 
he was chosen a member of the board of experts, 
authorized by Congress to investigate the yellow fever. 
He is now serving his fourth term as an Overseer of 
Harvard College, and is also one of the trustees of 
the Peabody Education Fund, which was established 
by the late George Peabody for educational purposes 
at the South. 

In 1882 DV. Green was elected mayor of Boston. 
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While Dr. Green has been active and prominent in 
the affairs of Boston generally', the distinguishing 
feature of his career, perhaps, is the time and research 
he has given to historical studies, and the various 
works which he has prepared and printed — many of 
them privately — form an invaluable addition to the 
historic literature of the Commonwealth. 

Among his works may be mentioned the following : 
"My Campaigns in America," a journal kept by 
Comte William de Deux Fonts, 1780-81 ; translated 
from the French manuscript, with an introduction 
and notes (Boston, 18G8) ; "An Account of Percival 
and Ellen Green and Some of their Descendants," 
(printed privately, Groton, Mass., 1876); " Epitaphs 
from the Old Burying-Q round in Groton, Mass." 
(1879); " The Early Records of Groton, Mass, 1662- 
1677" (1880); " History of Medicine in Massachu- 
setts," a centennial address delivered before the Mas- 
sachusetts Medical Society, June 7, 1881 (Boston, 
1881); "Groton during the Indian Wars" (Groton, 
1883); " Groton during the Witchcraft Times" (1883); 
" The Boundary Lines of Old Groton " (1885) ; " The 
Geography of Groton," preserved for the use of the 
Appalachian (Mountain) Club (1886); " Groton His- 
torical Series," thirty-seven numbers, 1883-1890, and 
the " History of Groton," in this work. 
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